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Ryzhko . Special Features f The Disclosure f the Plagiarism Topic in The Feature Films
Plagiarism is an interdisciplinary problem, which is naturally mostly studied in law and in the context of

academic integrity. Our interest in the features disclosure of the outlined phenomenon within feature films is
based on the fact that cinema is an important component of the social polylogue on plagiarism in context of
social and communicative discourse. We have analyzed how the theme of plagiarism reveals in the films and
what potential messages this subject generates within viewers, which is the main guideline – valuable,
didactic, perverse, nihilistic, etc., placed in the films, that shows the problem of plagiarism. All films connected
with the topic can be divided into two groups: 1) where the topic of plagiarism is central; 2) where the topic of
plagiarism is in the background, as a reason to tell a different story, for example, about spies in leading
echelons of government or ethical problems in advocate environment. In addition, they can be grouped by:
1) the type of the main character: a) a plagiarist (The Words, Un home idéal, Morvern Callar, A Murder of
Crows); b) a victim of the plagiarism (Big Fat Liar); c) a tandem – a plagiarist + a «voluntary» victim (Big
Eyes); d) a migrant worker (as a variant – a migrant worker – a rebel) – a ghost writer – «a literary slave» or
«a ghost of the pen» (Roman de gare, The Ghost Writer); 2) the scope of committed plagiarism: a) literature;
b) art; c) cinema; d) science; e) journalism; 3) the type of plagiarism: a) an appropriation of the authorship (a
direct intentional plagiarism; a publication of works (including pictures or drawings) created by another
person); b) an appropriation of the idea registered materially. The most frequent motives of plagiarism are:
1) love (a desire to impress a beloved woman); 2) ambitions + love (a desire to become famous as a writer
and thus to win the love); 3) commercialism (a desire to receive benefits for any price). The main model of the
plot of the story: an overwhelming desire – a saving godsend – an appropriation (a theft) – a prosperity (fame,
money, women) – a disclosure of the secret – a retribution.

Key words: plagiarism, types of plagiarism, academic integrity, feature film.
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