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Iryna Rozhdiestvenska. Changing of relations of state and society: historical and philosophical
context

The article discusses the idea of civil society of the Age of Enlightenment, its bright representatives
are Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. The concept and essence of «civil society»,
«social contract» in philosophers papers are considered; the analysis and comparison of  key principles
of the conceptual foundations of civil society concepts by Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Jean-
Jacques Rousseau are made. The features, which characterize to a certain extent, trends of the development
of civil society are distinguished. The contractual concept of civil society that is a part of the explanation
of the origin of the state through the theory of the social contract and interaction between the legal state
and civil society is considered. The obtained results of the investigation can complement and systematize
the knowledge about the regularities of formation and development of the theory of civil society.

Key words: civil society, social contract, natural state, private property, state.
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