
67
ECONOMIC ANNALS-XXI

Introduction. The tense economic and ecological situation
at the present stage requires improvement of approaches to the
ecologization of industrial activities with the purpose of para-
meters and expenses of protecting the environment optimizing
as one of the social economy and policy tasks.

In the practice of industrial enterprises the awareness of
ecology importance is revealed in constant need of spending
money on protection and restoration of the environment and the
need for the organization and accounting of nature protection

activities, the quality of the information which could influence
management decisions. These decisions should take into
account not only the interests of their companies but also the
social and economic objectives of the atmosphere, water and
land resources protection, public health, interests of the neigh-
bors, and agricultural producers.

Thus, to ensure timely and quality control, there is a neces-
sity for accounting of the enterprise’s expenses on nature pro-
tection measures.
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Brief Literature Overview. Today the issues of accounting
for nature protection activities in Ukraine are untreated and
insufficiently explored segment of accounting. At the same time,
a special importance of accounting for nature protection activi-
ty in modern conditions of commercialization is quite obvious
and emphasized in the works of some domestic and foreign
scientists, namely: L. I. Gnilitskaia (2002) [1], A. A. Sadekov
(2004) [2; 3], V. O. Shevchuk (2013) [4], J. B. Barney (1991) [5],
A. C. Piqou (1975) [6] and others.

For instance, Sadekov A. A. (2004) considers environmental
accounting as a function of the control system without the order
of its introduction [2; 3]. The classification of expenses for nature
protection offered and prove by Gnilitskaia L. (2002) [1], in our
opinion, reveals more of their economic nature, than the pur-
poses of financial and management accounting, which is
important for the formation of the cost price of finished goods
(works, services), as well as the correctness of their allocation
on accounts. Our own solution to this problem was described
and grounded in previous articles [3; 7; 8].

Economic problems of environmental protection related to
externalities first explored English economist Piqou A. (1975)
[6]. Famous scientists Barney J. B. (1991) and Shevchuk V. O.
(2013) focused on the deep nature of the assets, as an object
of environmental accounting [5; 4].

However, the study of the legislative and regulatory base,
special literature on ecology, financial and management
accounting of expenses for nature protection activity, as well as
the study of practice of organization and methodology of these
operations at the industrial enterprises of Donetsk and Lugansk
regions, allowed concluding that the methodological and
methodical aspects of accounting for nature protection activities
are not studied enough.

The purpose of the article consists in scientific substantia-
tion of industrial enterprises expenses for nature protection
activity financial and management accounting expediency,
which arises in connection with these activities.

Results. The theory of accounting for nature protection
activities, especially in its foreign variants, is rarely used by
domestic economic entities. At the same time the practice in the
sphere of environmental protection in the activities of Ukrainian
business has not received sufficient scientific generalization and
development for the purposes of the internal structure of the
enterprise.

An essential importance for the correct and timely manage-
rial decision-making presents accounting for the company as a
whole, including operations related to nature protection acti-
vities. The main factors that will determine the tendencies of
accounting and control development in Ukraine are the deepe-
ning of market processes and their legislative support.

World practice shows that environmental accounting and
control are the areas, which are dynamically developing. We
note that this system should contain financial and managerial
accounting, reporting on environmental indicators and environ-
mental auditing.

Research of the organization practice and methods of
environmental accounting at the industrial enterprises of
Donetsk and Lugansk regions often confirm these conclu-
sions. So, the results of our personal investigation and ques-
tioning of 36 mining enterprises (years 2009-2013) enabled us
to have a relatively objective assessment of the accounting
state for nature protection activities in Donetsk and Lugansk
regions. For example, selecting and reflecting costs for envi-
ronmental protection under «Costs of nature protection activ-
ities» provided for only 24% of economic entities. Actually in
practice, this item of expenses in the analytical accounting
was noticed only at 8% of enterprises. This, and the fact that
42% of business entities, not allocating these costs in a sep-
arate item, refer them to the cost elements, which leads to the
facts when the expenses for nature protection activity «dis-
solve» in cost, their control and management are very difficult.
Moreover, 12 per cent of the expenses for nature protection
activities refer to the article on labour protection and safety
that do not correspond the normative acts on accounting in
Ukraine.

As for complications of formation and development of ac-
counting for environmental activity of the enterprise, 14% of
economic entities show insufficient development and complete-
ness of legislative and normative acts regulating the accounting
and control of nature protection activities [7].

Control over accuracy of measuring the actual volume and
the protection of the environment shall be carried out by State
management of environmental safety (municipal, regional).

In the course of the conducted questionnaire survey at big
industrial enterprises of Donetsk and Lugansk regions, it was
determined that the total amount of expenses of the enterprise
activity on environmental measures make on average from 0.2
to 1%.

A small proportion of these costs is due to the fact that
enterprises pay not enough attention to this kind of activity, and
eventually pay the tax at the expense of net profit for excessive
emissions, dumping and waste disposal.

Unfortunately, none of the surveyed enterprises shows the
calculation «Expenses for maintenance and exploiting of envi-
ronmental assets» in a separate item, but includes these sums
in the item «Administrative expenses». Furthermore, there is no
certainty in attributing costs to nature protection activities in
those or other items.

In accordance with the Regulation (standard) of accounting
No 16 «Expenses», the cost of nature protection measures as a
separate item is not highlighted, but included in item 8
«Expenses on labour protection, safety and environmental pro-
tection», refer to overhead costs [9]. In addition, most industrial
enterprises are trying in any way to show a smaller amount of
emissions, dumping and waste disposal, especially excessive.

In our opinion, the expenses of nature protection activities
should be referred both to the General production expenses
(related to the management and servicing of production), and to
the administrative expenses (associated with the management
and maintenance of the enterprise as a whole), as well as
expenses for sales (related to the implementation of the finished
products, goods).

The nomenclature of expenditure items, which will be used
by planning and accounting, may differ by industry and envi-
ronmental practices. The main list of such items should include:
materials, low-value and high-wear items; basic wage of pro-
duction workers (administrative personnel); depreciation; addi-
tional wages of production workers (administrative personnel);
social activities; fuel and energy for technological needs; other
expenses.

Given the relatively high proportion of services cost of out-
side organizations for nature protection activities in the total cost
of nature protection purpose, it is expedient to allocate a sepa-
rate item.

In estimating the costs for nature protection activities there
should be noted that they have a complex character, that is,
among the environmental costs there are variables, the value of
which varies in proportion to the volume of production (for
example, materials used for the neutralization of harmful sub-
stances), semi-fixed, the value of which changes little to change
the volume of production (for example, the content of dustproof
and slag collecting points) and permanent, the size of which
does not change as to the volumes of production (for example,
stations for water neutralization).

With regard to the general production expenses for nature
protection activity, they should be delimited on the distributed
and undistributed according to the allocation bases specified in
the accounting policy of the company. The most precise distrib-
ution is possible only if the object records of nature protection
activities are detailed enough, otherwise, there will be a signifi-
cantly distorted value of the cost of the manufactured products.
The fact is that the production of some commodities may be
associated with the need to implement measures for protection
of soil from pollution by waste, others protect air pool, and the
third ones carry out several nature protection practices at the
same time.

For the compilation of information on emerging expenses
associated with nature protection, it is advisable to use existing
accounts in the Plan of accounts of assets, capital, liabilities
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and operations of enterprises and organi-
zations, approved by the Ministry of
Finance of Ukraine (MFU) dated
November 30, 1999, No 291 (in the edi-
tion from 27.06.2013, No 627):

a) to account overhead costs – ac-
count 91 «General production expenses».
It is used at all enterprises related to pro-
duction activities, and therefore the above
mentioned expenditures are desirable to
be reflected in it;

b) to account expenditures related to
nature protection activities at the whole enterprise, irrespective
of the activity – account 92 «Administrative expenses»;

с) to account expenditures on these activities arising at the
sale of finished products, goods, works, services (for example,
costs associated with air pollution by motor transport of the
enterprise) – item 93 «Expenses on sales» [10].

Thus, it is expedient to allocate on specified accounts spe-
cific sub-accounts «Expenses for nature protection activity». It
is necessary to control the use of cost estimates, accumulation
of information about the total amount of environmental costs to
reflect them in the accounts and a more accurate allocation
between the types of manufactured products than it is possible
with the existing system of accounting expenses for nature pro-
tection activity.

Analytical accounting can be carried out by the structural
units of the nature protection complex as centers of responsibi-
lity (specialized shops and departments), in specific areas of
nature protection expenses and according to the item of expen-
ditures.

Control functions need information. It comes from a variety
of sources, including economists, analysts, marketing person-
nel, accountants, specialists in management accounting and
ecologists.

So, on the one hand, management environmental accoun-
ting is a part of the enterprise information system, on the other
hand, activities, the goals of which are the provision of informa-
tion to guide decision-making and planning activities, assis-
tance in the operational management and control, stimulation of
workers of the enterprise in the implementation of planned pro-
grams, assessment of structural divisions’ activity.

Matiukha M. M. (2013) emphasizes the peculiarity of the
formation of management reporting on expenditures in the con-
text of effective information support for managers [11]. For ma-
nagement accounting, the information sources, except for the
accounting system of the enterprise, are the data about the nor-
mative costs, material resources, technological wastes,
research of market situations, reports on research works, the
use of their results in the current conditions of production, the
size of penalties to the failure of the parties of
the items of business contracts and excee-
ding the limits of pollution of the environment
and others.

The above mentioned information and
managerial decisions made by the manage-
ment based on it, will allow the company to
take its ecological and economic niche at the
market in the conditions of competition, which
should be optimal.

Unfortunately, the method guidelines on
the application of accounting records,
approved by MFU from 29.12.2000, No 356
do not offer a form where you could prepare
such information. In our view, to ensure the
visibility of the economic activities related to
nature protection activities, it is appropriate to
have the following statements of the analyti-
cal accounting of the costs (Table 1).

When commenting on this statement, you
should pay attention to the following
moments: to make the right financial state-
ments for the year you should prepare to draw
it up from the first month of the reporting year.

Therefore, analytical cost accounting should be since January;
costs accrue in the debit of accounts to close their final
turnovers at the end of the year.

At big industrial enterprises there can occur long-term
nature protection costs (for example, construction of treatment
facilities, capital repair of the main funds of nature protection
and others). In this case, the accounting for such costs should
be reflected in the account 39 «Deferred expenses» under the
costs estimation, and then evenly written off to expenses of the
current reporting periods (Table 2).

Statements should be made on the basis of cost accounting
and liabilities. It should be pointed out that according to the
order of the MFU from 07.02.2013, No 73 «On approval of the
National provisions (standards) of accounting 1 «General
requirements to the financial statements» (hereinafter – NP(S)A
there was cancelled the order of MFU from 31.03.1999, No 87
«On approval of regulations (standards) of accounting», which
means a loss of force for five Provisions (standards) of accoun-
ting (P(S)A 1 - 5) and correspondingly approved by them finan-
cial reporting forms, which were used for financial statements
for 12 years. New NP(S)A 1 from the first quarter of 2013, has
introduced new forms of financial statements, the deadline for
submission of which is not changed. Reporting forms are filled
in accordance with orders from 28.03.2013, No 433 «On
approval of Method guidelines for filling in the forms of financial
statements»; from 11.04.2013, No 476 «On approval of method
guidelines for the verification of comparability of financial state-
ments.

However, the absence of information disclosure require-
ments about the nature protection activity in national standards
leads to the fact that in the annual reports of the industrial enter-
prises there is little information on the accounting for these
activities. So, in integrated reporting Statement on financial
results (Income statement) there are no researched expenses
(Table 3).

Proceeding from the importance of the issues, it is expe-
dient to allocate the costs of nature protection activities on de-
finite lines in the financial statements.

ACCOUNTING, ANALYSIS AND AUDIT

Tab. 2: Accounting records for accounting expenses and 

liabilities related to nature protection activities

Source: The Author's own development [7; 10]

Source: The Author's own development [7]

Tab. 1: Analytical account of the costs associated with nature protection activity
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Proposals on perfecting the technique of the account of
nature protection costs were implemented at industrial enter-
prises of Donetsk and Lugansk regions. Author’s developments
was used at the seven coal industry enterprises during 2009-
2013.

The above mentioned information and managerial decisions
made by the management based on it, will allow the industrial
enterprise to take its ecological and economic niche in the mar-
ket under competitive conditions.

Conclusions. The defaults in organization and methodical
accounting have been identified according to the complited
reserch and the questionnaire survey’s results at the Donetsk
and Lugansk regions enterprises. Analytical account of the
costs associated with nature protection activity have been
offered with the aim to necessary information receiving.
Methodical approach to the nature protection activities expendi-
tures accounting has been formed for the discovered defaults
removing. This is done for the further accounting quality degree
rising.

Summing up, it should be determined that in modern con-
ditions the accounting of nature protection activities is an inte-
gral part of the financial and managerial accounting and finan-
cial reporting at enterprises of Ukraine. The timeliness and the
accuracy of records of nature protection activities will enable us
to make informed management decisions, which is important in
the conditions of market relations and fierce competition.

Simultaneously, internal costs control for nature protection
activity is also important, as these costs affect the formation of
the cost price of finished goods (works, services). The solution
of these issues will be presented in further research.
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