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STUDY OF THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL 

APPROACHES AS TO THE ESSENCE OF SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

Vatchenko B., PhD in Econ.Sc. 
University of customs and finance, Dnipropetrovsk 

A lot of attention in different aspects is paid to the problem of the essence of 

sustainable development in particular in works of native and foreign scientists. The 

common thing for them is that their approaches to solve problems of sustainable 

development are based on the necessity of transferring to it the country in the whole 

and some of its regions. The significance of fundamental researches of economic 

development concerning life cycles of natural systems, their rise, development and 

degradation, and rendering the essence of the concept «sustainable development» on 

the basis of all main components of this process in theoretical and methodological 

aspects remains to be essential. The author concludes that the essence of sustainable 

development lies in transit from general to concrete. At the level of general approach 

without regard to any realities sustainable development is the protection as ability to 

resist external and internal threats and challenges. At the level of form of 

demonstration sustainable development as a process is the protection of nature and a 

human being as its part from impact of negative factors caused by human activity. At 

the level of definitions that contains the most essential features of the concept 

sustainable development as a process is the protection of nature and a human being 

from shattering impact of human activity based on «environmentalization» of living 

abilities of the society in accordance with the demands of nature and economic 

development laws. The definition of the notion «sustainable development» at the 

aggregative level shows that its essence as economic category means that it is a 

complex of environmental and economic relations between people in regard to meet 

their needs and to keep the nature as life environment for living and future generations. 

This definition makes us realize that there is a boundary of human deformation of 

environment after which environmental disaster follows and it threats the survival of 

the human species. Besides it is a complex process of innovative and investment-

driven development implementing new technologies, new forms of management and 

organization of production. 
 
Keywords: sustainable development, general, concrete, process, form of 

demonstration, definition, aggregative approach. 
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