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The historical analysis of the emergence and development of international 
specialization theories that the authors have summarized in three stages, has been 
worked out in the article. The reasons and peculiarities of the formation the inter-
trading and intra-trading theories of international specialization have been revealed. 
The essence of international trade of the homogeneous, diversified, technological and 
composite products has been defined. The major among the territorial (regional) 
factors of increasing the exports of these goods have been identified. The authors have  
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analyzed the basic methodological and methodical approaches to the identification of 
products and product groups (and, respectively, the industries that produce these 
products) which have the greatest impact on the growth of international specialization. 
The comparative analysis of international specialization indexes of B. Balassa, 
H. Grubel and P. Lloyd, P. Niven has been made. The possibility of implementation 
the modified versions of B. Balassa index of revealed comparative advantage to assess 
the potential of international specialization and international competitiveness of 
regional economies has been proved. 
 
Keywords: international trade; international specialization; inter-trade specialization; 
intra-trade specialization; regional economic systems; indexes of international 
specialization 
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