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Iryna Tsebrij 

THE ORIGINS OF PROFESSIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH SINGING: 
SAINT AMBROSE AND POPE GREGORY THE GREAT 

The article deals with the founders of the Christian liturgy, the Fathers of the 
Western Church Saint Ambrose and Pope Gregory I the Great. Thanks to their efforts 
and the reform efforts Christian music gained professional status, and worship in 
churches was ordered. In the work of Ambrose it was first started training singers for 
the service, and Gregory the Great was already founded «singing school» – a 
prototype of medieval metriz . Their musical opus is still used in churches in Western 
Europe. 
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Music piyityka rhetoric and formed the basis of the creative heritage of 
Gregory. The brilliant poetic verses set to music according to the rules of musical 
rhetoric, is proof of that. In «scolum cantorum» (school of spiritual singing) Gregory 
the Great study of musical rhetoric took the first place. Although the musical rhetoric 
was not his own invention Pope (its ancestor is still Ambrose), and its improvement 
and adaptation to the world of the young barbarian has finally completed Gregory. 
During the Mass carried roll between two choirs – professional and a group of 
parishioners (clergy). It is also embodied in practice the principle antiphon: party one 
chorus sounded in response to another. Sometimes this pereklychtsi choirs and soloists 
participated (responsoriy roll singing with a choir soloists – in Gregorian chant). 

Those were the days when there was a split between the churches, as East and 
West, Catholicism and Orthodoxy are equally proud of these creators. Making music 
service parts, liturgical texts, antiphons and Responsory, syllabichnyy nevmatychnyy 
singing and owe their vykrystalizatsiyeyu Ambrose and Gregory. In their work on the 
education of singers was the prototype of medieval metryzy on which further have 
music school and conservatory. 

Keywords: Christianity, singers, piitika, musical rhetoric metriza, Mass, 
anthem. 
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