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Marina Lebedynska 
MUSICAL EDUCATION OF CHILDREN IN THE ERA 

OF KIEVAN RUS (882-1132) 
The article acquaintes with the musical education of children based on 

Byzantine Christian spiritual singing in the era of Kievan Rus. Formation of training 
singers in medieval state was possible only through the children’s ability to perceive 
by the ear and keep the memory of great music and poetry of the Christian liturgy. A 
number of methods of «encouraging» and «punishment» students and «singing 
masters» contributed to the rapid spread of professional study of Sacred Music in Kiev 
lands. 

The reward and punishment system concerned not only students, but also 
teachers. The so-called «masters of conduct», that could not cope with its mission, 
carrying sentences of up to 40 rods. In a clear hierarchical structure is built below 
had no way of talking and doubt follow orders and instructions of higher. "Masters of 
conduct" teached children for a few months and then released them to the service. If 
some of the students could not cope with his mission, he personally carried sentence, 
and if the majority of students, such punishment nose teacher-monk. 

Thus, in the thirteenth century Kiev ceased to exist as a political center, and 
culture Kiev, Kiev mentality remarkable spiritual singing and musical education 
continued to live. After analyzing the features musical development of preschool and 
school age (musical abilities, monuments and obedience Five) factors in modeling 
music during worship canon (canonical construction work, its dependence on holiday 
and day of the week) and methods of education (encouragement and punishment) that 
used the first «master literacy», we can conclude that the initial professional music 
education in Ukraine was laid. In the context of culture-processes in modern Ukraine 
past experience will help to understand the origins of musical education, professional 
reasons Ukrainian singing and deeply rooted Christian music parenting small 
children. 

Key words: Kievan Rus, music education, spirituality, motivation, punishment, 
master literacy, training singers, canon. 
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