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GREEK SETTLEMENTS IN BARBARIAN LANDS
(TOWARDS THE PROBLEM OF THE ETHNIC INTERPRETATION)

Defining the ethnicity on the base of
only archeological data always tends to
incite problems. The aim of the present
article is not to elucidate the development
of the Greek settlements in the inner lands
of Scythia and Thrace, neither it is to seek
for a model of the emerging and setting of
a similar settlement. The idea is much
more to present, using several examples,
the variety and ambiguity of the forms, a
material culture of an ethnos could have.
Even more — the ethnos is the Hellenic
one, whose culture has been meticulously
studied and should presumably be easy to
recognize in a barbarian milieu. The settle-
ments, forming the base and illustrative
material, are different — by their character,
designation, terms of emerging — but they
have anyway, to a greater or a lesser
extent, been assumed traces of Greek pres-
ence. Besides, some disputable sites are
going to be mentioned.

From a geographical point of view, the
first example is situated in inner Thrace.
The story goes about a settlement near the
present town of Septemvri, identified as
emporion Pistiros. Despite of containing
Thracian finds, it can be viewed as a Greek
settlement par excellence, as it is in a
sharp contrast with what is known about
the Thracian milicu. The settlement is sur-
rounded by a defensive wall, with pre-
served foundations of ashlar stone!.The
eastern gate, having on its sides a tower
and a bastion, has been excavated?. In the
part excavated inside the defensive wall,
the following complexes have been
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revealed: a street covered with stonc
slabs3; building having quite imposing
parameters (18.2 x 14.33), the walls of
which are made of mudbrick on stone foot-
ing, covered with tegulae and with a por-
tic of wooden pillars on stone basest; cov-
ered drainage canals’; traces of craftsman
activities — sheds with waste materials
from metal-working (Jdomapagcku M.,
1995, 22). What impresses among the finds
is the great quantity of amphorae, wheel-
made pottery common gray ware,
imported red-figured and black-glazeds,
and coins (minted in Greek towns and by
Thracian rulers)’. The settlement emerges
in the middle of the 5% century BC and
exists throughout the 4t century BC. Even
though the material culture of its inhabi-
tants outlines its outstanding status among
the Thracian milieu, the certainty of the
ethnic identification is not based on it. The
data about it is contained in the numerous
graffiti in Greek (in a presumably illiterate
milieu)8, and most of all in the stone stela,
on which the treaty between emporitai and
a native ruler = a successor of Kotys, is
carvedd. The epigraphic material explicitly
supplements the archeological one. In
addition to this settlement, the necropolis
near the village of Akandjievo, 3 km afar,
with a native type of tombs and contents,
being close to the Hellenic ritest9. The
presence of the cumulative evidence, clari-
fying the settlement’s nature, allows for
taking it as a model.
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As we are talking about an emporion,
another example from the Thracian lands is
of interest — the site the «Sladkite
kladentzi» locality near the city of
Bourgas. The contrast with Pistiros is
quite indicative, as in the present case,
data about an emporion are considered to
be the finds of amphorae and imported
Greek ware of the 4% century BC, without
them being related to buildings or whatev-
er traces of a settlement!!.

A type of settlements, which have not
been studied by now in South Thrace, can
be discussed on the base of examples from
the North-West Black Sea coast region.
These are the so called agricultural settle-
ments, situated in or on the border of the
hora, i.e. the agricultural land of a colony.
Several of those have been studied near
Histria. It should be pointed out that in
some of them, Histria-Sat for example, the
house-structures correspond to the native
«barbarian» types to such an extent — wat-
tle-and-daub with a fireplace or a hearth,
that only the prevalence of antique mater-
ial makes evident their Greek ethnicity?2.
Another settlement, near Tariverde, has
the same characteristics- dug-outs and wat-
tle-and-daub houses and a great quantity
of imported Rhodian and Attic ware.
J.Boardman!3, for example, assumes that it
is a «native town» with strong Greek
influence and according to J.Bouzek it has
mixed population of Greeks and the
Getae't. C.Preda, taking as a base the lack
of a pure native layer under the Archaic
one considers it as a Histrian trading post,
that delimits its horats.

To the north, the settlement
Nadlimanskoe III, situated on the Lower
Dniester river, presents a similar picture.
The settlement is not fortified. The exca-
vated house-structures are mainly subter-
ranean and semi-subterranean, there are
few that are not, but they are also repre-
sentative of the barbarian tradition?s.
Among the randomly placed houses there

are storage-pits. The ethnic characteristic
is based on the pottery and some specific
groups of finds — terracotta and graffiti.
The proportion of the different types of
pottery in per cents is the following: 66%
amphorae, 23% wheel-made and 11% hand-
made. It is normally assumed that
amphorae cannot be an ethnic identifier,
unlike the domestic and the table ware.
The proportion here is: 49% common
wheel-made, 32.5% hand-made and 18.5%
black-figured and black-glazed!?. It should
be noted that the wheel-made ware pre-
vails and that there is a lot of luxury ware.
The terracottae’® and the considerable
number of graffiti' are also an evidence of
the Greek presence. Anyway the presence
of a large quantity of barbarian pottery
and the comparison to the pottery complex
of Nikonios (95% Greek pottery and 70%
in Nadlimanskoe III) makes the author
define it as an Hellenic settlement, having
gradually attracted native clements, which
makes it heterogencous?. In this train of
thoughts it would be interesting to point
out that up to the Greeks appearing in the
Lower Dniester region, there is a lack of
settled population?!. The materials indicate
dating 6% ~ ¢, the middle of the 5t centu-
ry BC.

The settlements from the first period
(6t2 — beginning of the 5t century BC) of
populating in the Olbian hora constitute a
similar picture, although a certain variety
can be noticed there. We are talking again
about settlements that are not fortified??
and contain subterranean and semi-subter-
ranean house-structures with random plac-
ing. On-ground buildings with mudbrick
walls on stone foundations are rarely
met23. Anyway the pottery finds are explic-
it. Amphorae are the basic quantity every-
where, followed by wheel-made pottery -
locally-made or imported, and the hand-
made pottery does not exceed 20% any-
where2é. The terracottae and graffiti, that
in their quantity are corresponding to the
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finds from Berezanj and Olbia, pre-define
the ethnic interpretation2s.

The picture changes during the second
period of populating the Olbian hora (4th
century BC). There is a greater differenti-
ation among the separate types of settle-
ments. In the first quarter of the century,
a number of urbanized settlements with
stone house-construction appear. They are
characterized by buildings with complex
planning, situated densely in the settle-
ment26. Large closed complexes
«farms» — also tend to appear?’. These two
types of structures represent clearly ex-
pressed Greek culture. The position of pe-
ripheral settlements of temporary nature —
shepherds’, fishermen’s or craftsmen’s — is
a bit different. There is no explicit cultur-
al layer and they are localized mainly on
the base of surface materia28.

In the vicinity of Olbia, a strange
necropolis is excavated at Gute Maritzin.
The situation is much the same as the one
with the Akandjievo necropolis — native
type of tombs and Greek material. There is
a discussion about the ethnic interpreta-
tion, but many scholars tend to assume it
as Greek or mixed one2s,

According to all of the adduced exam-
ples, several main characteristics, on the
base of which, Greeks are recognized, can
be determined: the prevalence of Greek
ware in the daily use, the presence of graf-
fiti, revealing the use of Greek language,
and of terracottae, attesting cult to Greek
deities. These three elements of the <eth-
nicity» are not necessarily manifested in a
settlement, which is Greek by its appear-
ance, but on the contrary, it’s possible that
it complies completely with the barbarian
tradition.

Some scholars claim, Greek presence
can be found in some Scythian settlements,
the so called «gradishta». According to V.
Lapin the large amount of antique materi-
al in the region of the middle current of
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Bug and Dnieper rivers is indicative of
infiltration of a body of Greek settlers. He
considers a hypothetical Greek settlement
existed at Nemirovskoe gradishte. The
arguments are the presence of a large quan-
tity of imported goods and a Greek graffi-
ti on a locally-made vase (citing
Grakov)30,

In this context it’s interesting to dis-
cuss the data about the Elisavetovskoe
gradishte in the Lower Don region. The
early publications consider it an emporion
of Bosporian Greeks3!. The meticulous
analysis of the imported ware, made by
Brashinskii, makes him accept a different
interpretation. According to him, it's a
barbarian settlement, playing the role of a
mediator in the trade between Bosporos
and the native tribes32. There have been
excavated several structures — mainly sub-
terranean, without any strict planing3s.
Without questioning the validity of his
conclusions, it's possible to assume some
Greek presence. The first thing, we should
point out, is the huge scale of commercial
exchange — there have been found some
225-235 000 amphorae3d. It's difficult to
agree that such a quantity of goods did not
require a Greek interference in the place.
The terracottae, unearthed on the
Elisavetovskoe gradishte, also can be inter-
preted as traces of <«an insignificant num-
ber of Greek settlers»35. The last thing I
would like to mention is the fact, that in
the 37 century BC, Elisavetovskoe
gradishte had been replaced, as a trading
center, by Tanais, a purely Greek settle-
ment3s,

In conclusion I would like to adduce
one of the inferences, made by Yu.
Andreev in his article about the Greek-bar-
barian interrelations: the «Greek model»
makes a synthesis with the surrounding
world and the process of adaptation is
attended by <«lost of quality» and «genetic
mutations»?37. ’
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