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THE  “PODILLIAN  DIOCESAN  NEWS”
ON  THE  TRADITIONAL  CULTURE  OF  PODOLLIANS,

SECOND  HALF  OF  THE  19th  CENTURY –
BEGINNING  OF  THE  20th  CENTURY

The second half of the 19th century was particularly significant for the development of the ethnography of
Podillya. One of the directions followed by the researches, amateur students of this period was the description of
the populated areas of the region from the historical, statistical and ethnographical points of view, doing surveys
and making reports. This work was being accomplished on the tsarist instruction with the purpose of receiving
complete information about the socio-economic conditions and the cultural level of the land which had recently
become part of the Russian empire and was practically not familiar to it.

The following organizations were established at the chancellery of the regional administration in Podillya and
in other regions of the country to carry out all the tasks: the statistics committee formed in 18621, the Podillian
diocesan historic-statistical committee2 established at the diocesan administration on the basis of the Kamyanets’-
Podilsky clerical seminary and reorganized in 1903 into the Podillian church historic-archaeological society3

which existed till the year of 1920. The exploration and research of the region involved wide circles of scholars,
priests, servicemen, officials of various ranks, enthusiasts of local lore etc.

Considering the activity of the historic-statistical committee, which collected and recorded a considerable
amount of factual material on the tradition and domestic culture of the people in the land, we have the right to
state that it became the basis for the development of the first ethnographic school in Podillya. In the history of
ethnography it received the name of the Podillian historical and local lore school of the second half of the 19

th
 and

the beginning of the 20
th
 century4.

It was initiated and developed by a research circle of the explorers of the land in the 60s – 80s of the 19
th

century which was based round the Podillian diocesan historic-statistical committee, the Podillian clerical seminary
and the periodical “The Podillian Diocesan News” (to the mentioned below as “PDN”) which gave full coverage
to the progress of the researches work.

As all these institutions represented the interests of the orthodox clergy, the main task of theirs was to firmly
establish the position of the orthodox church in opposition to the Catholicism and unionism. Their objective was
to describe the churches, monasteries, parishes; to study the history of religious denominations in Podillya etc.
Yet, due to the erudition and foresight, self-sacrifice and enthusiasm of the representatives of the committee, the
cleric seminary, ethnographies, local lore experts, amateurs the initial aim was considerably extended.

The committee worked out the statute which determined the directions of the research work. It was planned
not only to contribute religious materials to the “PDN”, but also to collect the monuments of art, literature,
archaeology, ethnography, to work with ancient historic literature (acts) without which the through study of the
diocese was impossible. On permission of the Holy Synod the publication of the research work was started on
January 1, 1862 in the “PDN” (the instruction of August 25, 1861, № 295)5.

 Thus, the activity of the committee and the editing of the periodical “PDN” encouraged a more regular and
systematic character of the land study. It raised the renowned ethnographers, local lore experts of Podillya, collected
factual material which has not been duely studied up to now, and thus remains topical. Regarding the achievements
of the historic-statistical committee we can state that it formed the basis for the development of ethnographic
rationalistic in Podillya.

All these arguments can be confirmed by statistics. Thus within the second half of the 19
th
 century the “PDN”

published numerous articles written on the basis of the information given by the village parish priests of the
Podillian diocese and the representatives of the seminary clergy. The most active of them were: M.Orlovsky, who
contributed to the “PDN” (1862 – 1882) about 40 historic essays and historic-statistical descriptions of the towns
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and villages of Podillya; M.Symashkevych , who apart from such essays, published “The historic-geographical
and ethnographical outline of Podillya” and a number of research works on the calendar rites of the Podillian
people; M.Yavorsky who along with historic-statistical descriptions of villages and parishes created and worked
as the editor of the first five issues of “The works of the Podillian historic-statistical committee” (Kamyanets’-
Podilsky, 1876, 1887, 1888, 1891); H.Sitsinsky, who is considered by the contemporary expert ethnographers to
be the coordinator of the Podillian scientific school of history and local lore, studied both material and spiritual
culture of the land’s people (raised the problems of the national peculiarities of the decorative art, wax egg
painting, embroidery, folk costumes; worked on the problem of the historic development of the Ukrainian wedding
rites in Podillya, burial rites and the conceptions of the people of the extra-mundane world). The famous names of
such explorers are as follows: F.Strumensky, P.Tryblaevych, O.Lystova, S.Lyubatynsky, A.Dluhopolsky,
M.Doronovych, Z.Shmorhynov, M.Doorokholsky, P.Lanevsky, V.Yakubovych, A.Sabbatovsky, K.Savych,
O.Pavlovych, M.Bahynsky, O.Lototsky, O.Prusevych and others who studied the spiritual and material culture of
Podillian people.

The “PDN” is a very significant source of the study of the tradition culture of Podillya. It published a great
amount of ethnographic materials of the above-mentioned authors. In comparison to the publications on other
subjects (mostly religious) they make 20% within the whole period of the editing of the “PDN” (1862 – 1905).
The publications on the historic subjects (history, archaeology, ethnography etc.) make 43%. The statistical survey
of the annual materials shows that the largest part of ethnographic publications appeared in the 80s of the 19

th

century, increasing gradually since 1862, and makes 76,5% of the general amount of articles. As to the directions
of the ethnographic publications in the “PDN” fill the end of the 19

th
 century the biggest percentage is made by the

research works on the spiritual culture of the land (70%). Sporadically it published in this period works on the
material culture. Till the end of the 19

th
 century there were published certain pieces of information and small

articles on the folk architecture6, folk costumes7, rite cookery8, household culture of Podillians9, handicraft and
trades10. The paragraphs on the material culture of Podollians can be found in the articles about the current events
in the diocese, publications on the ecclesiastical and religious subjects in the descriptions of the pastoral experience
and domestic life of the clergy11. In the materials on the activity, of the fraternities we can find information on the
establishment, on their basis, of schools and “the fraternal trade asylum” in Kamyanets’-Podilsky (1867)12. These
data have ethnographic significance as well. They mention the number of pupils; trade specializations taught to
the boys (carpentry, wood-carving, drawing, shoe-making etc.) and to the girls (embroidery); the demand and the
profit from the things produced by the skilled craftsmen and the apprentices13.

Many materials in the “PDN” are dedicated to the subject of the relationship between denominations nations
and social groups, on the level of the hierarchical administration and the ruling circles, and between the
representatives of the common people as well. A large part of these publications is constituted by the information
on the relations between the Ukrainian peasantry, the Orthodox Church and the Jewish people14. The relationship
between various social groups of Podillya was reflected in the folk verbal art and was recorded by researches15.
They are of direct ethnographic significance, as they give the possibility to realize and estimate the ethnographic
situation in Podillya, expose the position of the world outlook, the mentality, the traditional law of the people;
make us realize why such complicated relations were established between the Ukrainian, Polish and Jewish
people in the past and understand the reason of the present ethnic conflicts in the country.

Within the period of 44 years of “PDN” publications, 100 large articles appeared (disregarding smaller
paragraphs and report), connected with the spiritual culture of the people. They compose the bigger half of the
ethnographic reports. These articles were dedicated to the calendar and wedding rites, the knowledge of the
people, the faith and beliefs, superstitions, the world outlook and their peculiarities among the Podollians.

The appearance of research works on the spiritual culture of the people was encouraged by the publications of
the programmes for collecting information about folk superstitions, beliefs, dialects, traditional laws etc in the
“PDN” etc16.

Doing statistic estimation of the period of 1862 – 1905 we can find: 54 articles on calendar rites; 20 publications
on family rites; 36 publications that concern the knowledge, faith, superstitions and the world outlook of the
people.

As is seen, the majority of the research works are devoted to the calendar rites of the people. Thus, there were
articles about Christmas celebrations17, Easter18, the Holy Meeting19, “Easter in Rakhman”20, the December holidays
of St. Katherine21, Andrew22, St. Nicholas23, as well as the Ivan Kupala holiday24, the Petrivsky fast and the
holiday of “Rozpra” on its first day25, the day of Sts. Panthelemon26, Vlas27, Kosma and Demian28, George29,
Paraskova-Pyatnytsia30 etc.

Considering the contents of the articles we can see that apart from the detailed description of the way the
Podollians celebrated the calendar holidays, the authors give historic facts about the way our ancestors celebrated
them in the past; interpret the Christian basis of this or that holiday, elucidate the pagan conception, the mythical
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basis of the calendar holidays and its reflection in the rituals, symbols, beliefs, legends and religious views of the
people.

Most of all the attention of the researches was attracted by Christmas (18 articles) and Easter holidays (16
articles). As we can observe in the publications, propagating the revival and preserving of ancient Easter and
Christmas traditions, the church carefully selected the elements of folk rites and folk lore, which were necessary,
denying and disregarding all the rest. Unfortunately, standing on these grounds, the clergy paid little attention to
the study of folk customs, rites, folk lore at first, if the latter did not correspond to the church canons, did not have
religious contents and were according to a number of ethnographers and researches who were also clergymen
“the product of the original weird imagination” of the people31. Thus, as far as the folk Christmas tradition of
Kolyaduvannya which had been long opposed by the church and folk carols kolyadkas, which for the clergy were
just “a pile of strange words which hardly make any sense”, where “the events of the holy history were confused
and mixed up”32.

Yet, some time later there appeared publications defending the folk lore as the bearer of history. Studying the
kolyadkas, shchedrivkas, spring songs we can trace the result of imposing of Catholicism, the Polish language,
repressions of the Ukrainian song folk lore and substituting them with Catholic and union church songs, which
were performed by the Ukrainian people in “bad Polish”33. Paradoxical, as it is, in the middle of the 19

th
 century

the Podollian knew more “master’s kolyadas” (in Polish) than their native, “common”34 ones, according to the
researches.

As the kolyadka, the folk spring song did not bear any religious meaning, but yet it became a means of
propagating Catholicism and Polish ways to the Ukrainians. The spring songs were replaced by Polish songs or
spoilt because of using “Polish accent”, which is mentioned by the researches of the land’s folk lore35.

Quite a number of “PDN” publications concerned family celebrations and traditions: the birth and christening36;
wedding37; funeral rites, commemorative feasts38. The description of each of them was given together with historic
commentary, legends, beliefs; pieces of the priests advice, their instructions (the authors of the publications) as to
the harmful influence some tradition on the people (for example, the custom of “mohorych”39, the wedding tradition
of “going a lease”40).

The majority of the publications on the family traditional rites concerned the funeral and commemoration
customs, the people’s concepts and legends about the extra-mundane world, death as the destiny of a man, transition
from the mundane to the eternal life. The authors did not only give a detailed description of the rites, but also
sought their historic roots, compared the mythological conception of Ukrainians with those of the neighbouring
Christian and Moslem folks. Many research works on this problem were written by E.Sitsinsky when he was a
student of the seminary. A whole cycle of article on the family rites (from the birth to the death of a man) belongs
to the research ethnographer P.Lanevsky.

As a separate trend in the publications on the spiritual culture we can single out the knowledge, beliefs,
superstitions, concepts of the people. According to the publications, Podillya had had folk medicine since long
ago, which treated not only physical illnesses but those of “the soul” too. Folk doctors, using various methods,
charmed any kind of an illness41, relieved a man from a “curse”42, “wicked eye”43.

The researchers of this problem point it out, that the people knew not only kind powers of the folk charmers
but also about the “dark magic” powers (witches, magicians, demons) and the ways of fighting them44. A
considerable part of the people’s knowledge and beliefs is connected with the year calendar, the moon, the days of
the week and their influence of the health, the well-being and even the life of a man45. Many beliefs and rituals
appeared as a result of “confusing” folk and Christian background (for example, for the charming and fortune
telling the Gospel the cross, incense and blessed water etc are used)46. Many of the general conceptions and
beliefs have lost their initial meaning in the course of the long history, yet they continued to be kept to47 and the
violation of those was considered to be a sin and was severely judged by the people (as, for example, cutting the
hair of women which became fashionable in 19

th
 century48).

So, as w can see, even such a short statistic survey of the materials about the culture of traditions and domestic
life of Podollians published in the “PDN” within 44 years enables us to appreciate the great self-sacrificing work
of the ethnographers, local lore experts, the clergy, the amateurs and enthusiasts. They collected varied factual
field material, which is, undoubtedly, of scientific significance to the ethnography of the land as well as to the
country in general. Its study will make it possible to fill the gaps in the knowledge about the spiritual and material
culture of Podillya, to interpret the conceptional positions of the people, their mentality, traditional law and the
influence of these substances on the conflict between the representatives of different ethnic, denominational and
social groups in the past and in the present.
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Ірина ОЛІЙНИК
Київ

“ПОДІЛЬСЬКІ   ЄПАРХІАЛЬНІ   ВІДОМОСТІ”
ПРО  ТРАДИЦІЙНУ   КУЛЬТУРУ   ПОДОЛЯН

В  ДРУГІЙ  ПОЛОВИНІ  ХІХ – НА  ПОЧАТКУ  ХХ  СТОЛІТТЯ

Вагомий внесок у становлення етнографії Поділля зробив Подільський єпархіальний історико-
статистичний комітет, який на сторінках “Подільських єпархіальних відомостей” публікував
дослідження з традиційно-побутової культури населення краю. За сорок чотири роки свого існування він
видав близько 200-т етнографічних матіріалів. Таким чином, з діяльністю комітету та видавництвом
“Подільських єпархіальних відомостей” пов’язаний більш планомірний, систематичний характер
історико-етнографічного вивчення краю; поява відомих постатей етнографів, краєзнавців Поділля.
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