
44 ISSN 2415-3974. Åêîíîì³÷íèé â³ñíèê ÄÂÍÇ ÓÄÕÒÓ, 2018, ¹ 1(7)

Damian Kocot, Monika Jaworska

© Damian Kocot, Monika Jaworska, 2018

ÓÄÊ 339.923:061.1
JEL Classification: F21

Damian Kocot, Monika Jaworska

THE USE OF EU FUNDS FOR INVESTMENT PROJECTS IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF
WO²CZYN FROM 2009–2013

Social Academy of Sciences in Lodz, Poland

The article analyses the use of EU funds for investment in the municipality of

Wo³czyn. Taken was an attempt to discuss the concepts associated with the European

Union, explained have been the most important terms related to the subject of the European

Union. Explains the concept of investment. Discussed was the Division of investments

and their importance. Attention also sources of investment financing community. Next,

the pharmacokinetics of the municipality of Wo³czyn, as well as projects implemented by

the municipality, thanks to EU financial support. Includes the use of EU funds by the

municipality in the period 2009–2013.
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The introduction

Polish accession to the European Union there
are new possibilities for financing investments by
local and regional authorities. With the ability to use
EU funds, is the disproportion what occurs between
Poland and the countries of the more developed
Member States of the European Union. Due to the
fact that municipalities are one of the main bodies
pursuing development policies, are one of the leading
places among the beneficiaries of financial assistance
by the European Union. Municipalities typically have
a own resources that allow you to cover only part of
the costs for the execution of the project. After using
all possible forms of financing of business ventures
by the municipalities, these have decided to get EU
grants, which are very often the only opportunity
for the implementation of the development goals.

The aim of the article is to show the use of EU
funds for investment in the municipality of Wo³czyn,
as well as to show that the co-financing with the
money obtained from the European Union, gives
you the chance to carry out projects requiring even
large financial expenses. About the article has been
selected due to the timeliness issue. Presented was
the activity of the municipality of Wo³czyn in
obtaining EU funds for investments carried out in
the municipality. He was also shown the positive
impact of investments supported by EU funds for
the development of the municipality of Wo³czyn. This
made it possible to assess the use of funding from
the European Union within the framework of
individual projects realized by the municipality of
Wo³czyn. Thanks to such investment, it is possible
to meet the needs of the municipal community, and

raising the level of attractiveness of of the
municipality.

The main part of research

In connection with the entry of Polish accession
to the European Union in the year 2004 there are
new forms of financing, which may use regional and
local authorities. Thanks to the new economy has a
chance to thrive and the effects of this development
are much more visible. Without funding from the
European Union, some investments would not arise,
or pull up for years. The possibility of using the EU
gives territorial authorities the chance to huge leap
of civilization, and Poland thanks to the subsidies
the EU has the chance to achieve high economic
growth[1]. When writing about the European Union
it is necessary to clarify some of the key concepts
related thereto. Starting date of the Fund, which is
a concept derived from the Latin word fundus, which
means the Foundation, ground, ground[1]. In
accordance with the definition which shows the
encyclopedia, the Fund is «extracted from the
resource property measures intended for a specific
purpose[2].» 

While the EU funds are EU funds, which are
used in order to support the countries of the European
Union, mainly their economy. EU funding comes
some of the money for the implementation of the
operational programmes. In turn, the structural funds
of the European Union are funds created in the
budget of the European Union. Reduce economic
and social disparities and territorial waters, which
are formed primarily in countries and regions whose
development is lagging behind, or in connection with
the restructuring of the socio-economic, and aging
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of the population. At national and regional level,
actions taken under these funds promote the
development of competitiveness, employment and
social inclusion and improve and protect the quality
of the environment[3]. In the programming period
2007 – 2013 structural funds include: the European
regional development fund and the European Social
Fund. By replacing these funds, you should also
mention the Cohesion Fund, which does not belong
to the structural funds, since its implementation
occurs at the level of the States, not regions, but it is
equally important, because it is close to them[3]. In
the previous programming period for the structural
funds were also: European agricultural guidance and
guarantee fund and The Financial Instrument For
Fisheries Guidance[3]. 

The budget of the European Union is a legal
act, which provides funding for all the activities of
the EU each year, and that is a statement of revenue
and expenditure of the European Union[4]. In
budgetary decision-making role play: the
Commission, the Parliament and the Council of
Europe. The European Parliament shall by majority
vote, then the Council of Europe adopts a so-called
«. the multiannual financial framework, which are
accepted for at least five years and determine the
annual upper limits (ceilings) expenditure in
the individual departments. The ceilings allow for
long-term planning of expenditure, while providing
some flexibility on Budgets, these should be followed
in the annual budgets. The most recent multiannual
financial framework were the seven-year period,
which included a framework for 2007-2013. In
addition to the above activities, almost all action
must be preceded by the relevant legal regulation. It
has the form of the authorizing Act, which is the
legal basis that is proposed by the Commission and
approved by the legislative authority: the Council of
Europe itself, or, as often happens, the Council of
Europe and the European Parliament[5]. 

 Theoretical aspects of the investment
In the literature of the subject you will

encounter many trials related to the defining of the
concept of investment. About investment says that
it is the desire to achieve specific cash flows as a
result of the implementation of specific business
ventures[6]. They are deliberately used by the investor
measures, businesses that are addressed to enlarge
his income[7]. 

Through investment means most or Outlook
money, which is to bring the income that takes an
investment, and so the investor (financial aspect),
or the process by which transformed into cash in
other goods (strand in kind)[8].

Local government, as a public body, it requires
to adapt to the specifics of its activities and the scope
of public tasks, which are carried out, the concept
of investment. Meet the needs of the local

community is one of the most important features of
the local government, which is responsible for all
public affairs concerning the life of the inhabitants
within the subdivision. The development of the
municipality depends mainly on how the municipality
will use your chances and, above all, from resource
management skills. The year 2004 the Polish opened
up many opportunities, mainly in terms of
investment, greatly facilitated the bridging that divide
our country from above developed Member States.

Investments are undertaken for the benefit in
the future. By the diversity of the tasks of local
government, in these units are: the immediate impact
on the level of life of the inhabitants of the
municipality, allowing the growth of assets, property,
plant and equipment, make it possible to the conduct
of investment activities by other investors with the
preparation of the investment areas[9]. 

Among the investment stands out financial
investments-these are investments that rely on the
placement of the capital in another economic entity,
most often it is a capital in the form of cash, or in-
kind resources. Are carried out mainly through
transactions in financial instruments[10]. 

These are for example. bonds, stocks, bank
deposits and other. And thenwestycje property are
investments, consisting of engaging the financial
resources to increase resources, plant and equipment
fixed assets of the entity. The increase in the value
of the estate, along with the appropriate financial
income investor bring are the ultimate goal of these
investments. Investment in kind belong andintangible
nwestycje. These are the investments covering
expenses for the acquisition of intangible assets, such
as patents, licenses, computer software and other
goods, which are used to carry out research and
development, advertising, improving the quality of
products and services, increase productivity work and
improving the efficiency of business
processes. Intangible investments are about the size
and structure of assets of the intangible and legal
business[10]. 

Local and regional authorities are investing
mainly in the technical infrastructure and social
infrastructure. The technical infrastructure is public
buildings, consisting of various types of transport
systems, energy, sewage networks, water supply,
drainage, gas, telephone, postal services, protection
of the environment. By investing in technical
infrastructure raises the level of the living conditions
of the residents and the attractiveness of the
site[11].  Social infrastructure meets the needs of the
population in terms of education, culture,
Government and local administration, health care,
social assistance. To this group belong: kindergartens,
schools, boarding schools, children’s homes, crèches,
health centres, social organizations, etc[11]. 

Infrastructure investments are a very important
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element of the stimulation of the development of
the whole country, together with their
implementation raises the level of living and working
conditions of the population[11] . Play an important
role in the economic development of the
municipality. Their absence can be an obstacle for
many subsequent investment, and it can cause violent
suppression of economic development. Municipal
authority deal with the first of all the activities in
the field of general interest, whose goal is to meet
the needs of the inhabitants of the municipa-
lity. Therefore in fact investments made by local and
regional authorities do not produce income, does
not exclude the situation where at the end of return
of the investment for public use, such income will
not be generated.

Higher quality of services not yet rendered and
satisfying needs, are the result of carrying out
investment in municipalities. Completely different
acts, the private sector, which is set in advance for
profit, the greater the ability to make a profit in the
future, the more strongly to take the implementation
of the investment. Investment is mainly a sign of
development. Municipal investments carry out first
of all the objectives of the public at the local level,
which are associated with rare, but a significant
amount of expenditure. May not be moved, because
they are assigned to a specific location, they have a
non-profit character and are used for a long period
of time. Of interest to the citizens are very often
investment decisions, because they have a large
influence on the development of local communities,
economic life, and the rate of taxation. To allow the
direct impact on the development of the local
community, local and regional authorities should
create opportunity participation of citizens in the
process of developing a multi-annual investment
plan. Thanks to the involvement of the citizens it is
possible to help in obtaining support for the plan
and the budget of the investment and financing
options. Consultations with the public very often help
to avoid protests and demonstrations after the start
of the implementation of the investment[12]. 

To the municipality to properly comply with
their obligations, must be provided with the necessary
financial resources. The basic sources of income of
the municipalities include subsidies and grants, which
are obtained from the Government or other
institutions own income, they consist of taxes and
local fees, funds, or loans and loans made at
commercial banks, earmarked funds and from other
entities[13]. 

In accordance with the Act on the income of
local government units, each unit of local government
receives a subsidy from the State budget, which
includes the basic subsidy, educational and offset
[14]. These measures should be used to meet current
needs of local communities. However, public

expenditure in Poland usually exceed the income,
therefore the municipality to meet the needs of local
communities must use external sources of funding. 

 General characteristics of the municipality of
Wo³czyn.

Wo³czyn is an urban-rural municipality with
an area of 241 km2. Based on data from the
municipal office in Wo³czynie, the number of
residents living in the municipality is 13 958
inhabitants, this is the data for the year 2012. Is
located in the northern part of Opole, Kluczbork
County. The municipality borders with seven other
municipalities, from the North with the municipality
of Rychtal and Trzcinica commune, to the South
with the municipality of the walls, to the East of
Byczyna and Kluczborkiem, to the West of the
Wo³czyna there is a gmina Domaszowice and
peace. The distance that divides Wo³czyn from capital
of the, i.e. Opole, is 58 km[15].Documented villages
in Wo³czyn is located on 5th place out of 71
municipalities Opole region. In the area of the
municipality is 1 in Wo³czyn and 20 villages[16]. 

The town of Wo³czyn is located in the central
part of the municipality and represents 3% of the
total area of the municipality. Wo³czyn, as the city
has the most compact, which focuses on the roads
linking the various villages of the town. Contains
the villages located on the North of the municipality
(Krzywiczyny, Komorzno, Bruny) also have a
compact. The most distributed buildings have
contains W¹sice, noise and Wierzchy. Mainly,
however, osadniczy system prevails, due to
reconstruction of roads, which leads to being
distracted and mashing spatial boundaries
between. Particularly noticeable blurring the
boundaries between the town of Wo³czyn, and
so³ectwami: Ligota Wo³czyñska, Giera³cice and
W¹sice[17]. 

Communications infrastructure in the
municipality of Wo³czyn form the national road No.
42 Kluczbork-Namys³ów, road district and municipal
authorities. Equally important is the railway line
Lubliniec-Wroclaw. In addition, streets, sidewalks,
bike paths.  Convenient location of the
communication promotes the convenient connection
road and railway from the town of Kluczbork,
Wroclaw, Opole, Kêpno, continue with [17]. Collective
communication is largely bus and railway. The main
carrier is Pks PKS in Kluczbork SP. z o.o. and
Regional Transport. Thanks to this location and
convenient access to work, gmina Wo³czyn has a
better chance of attracting new investors.

Wo³czyn, as a municipality, it has a lot of land
for industry and good location, so that new investors
can enjoy the opening activity in the
municipality. The degree of supply of municipal water
supply stands at a high level, a lot invested in
improving the living conditions of people living in
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the countryside and the town of Wo³czyn. Developed
a new sewage treatment plant for joining new threads
sewage network. Wo³czyn has also still unused
resources of the thermal water of good quality, that
the future may be interested in a rich investor. The
use of thermal waters would be for Wo³czyna a great
opportunity for the development of tourism, there
would be new jobs in the form of hotels, bed and
breakfasts, thermal pools, etc.

The natural Values, which can boast the
municipality of Wo³czyn are primarily healthy air,
clean water, to sound. Wealth of municipalities are
beautiful, diverse forests with picturesque streams,
abounding in game. Confirmation of the
attractiveness of these forests are natural monuments,
which is 28. You have already created two nature
reserves: «Komorzno» and «Krzywiczyny» and use
eco-friendly «Rosalie», which is located in
Komorzno. In the South of the commune there are
forests, which are part of the Stobrawskiego landscape
Park. The main and the most valuable wealth of
natural medicinal resources are Wo³czyn municipality
thermal waters, which provide great opportunities
for the development of the municipality towards
tourism.

Wo³czyn also reflects numerous contacts
abroad that has the opportunity to exchange
experiences, mainly with European integration,
culture, education, economic cooperation, and
especially the important promotion of the city and
the region. The nearest contacts it maintains with
partner municipality of Wiesbaden in Germany
and Hungary-Kerekegyháza [18].

Increasing interest in subsequent investors with
industry, metal and food industries, who want to
invest in the municipality of Wo³czyn, is due to the
interesting offer of investment. Among the investors
who already work in the municipality are: «Lesaffre
Poland S.A. – the company of the French capital,
specializing in the production of Baker’s yeast, which
raises the rank of both at home and abroad (in the its
products has been supplying most of the Polish
market and exports to countries such as Lithuania,
Czech Republic, France, Russia, Belarus and
Ukraine), then the glassworks «Kama Vitrum, which
specializes in the manufacture of candles, except
the municipal area Wo³czyn. There are numerous
stone betting, bets redecorating-building, transport
companies, there is also a variety of agricultural
production units, there are also new investors in the
industry[18]. 

Meet the needs of the local community is one
of the most important features of the local
government, which is responsible for all public affairs
concerning the life of the inhabitants within the
subdivision. The development of the municipality
depends mainly on how the municipality will use
your chances and, above all, from resource

management skills. The year 2004, before Poland
opened up many opportunities, mainly in terms of
investment, greatly facilitated the bridging that divide
our country.

In the years 2009–2013 gmina Wo³czyn
benefited of the following development
programmes. Among them we can mention Opole
regional programme for the period 2007–2013 and
the rural development programme for the period
2007–2013.

In the year 2009 was the lowest amount of the
co-financing of the EU. Was approximately 700
thousand. dollars and has allowed the reconstruction
of the municipal road in Ska³¹gach, which has
improved safety on the road. The year 2010 was one
of the foremost in this rate, and the amount was
used for investments from the European Union was
ok. 5 million. This is a very large amount, which
allowed for the execution of a number of important
for the municipality of Wo³czyn projects, contributing
to improve the quality of life and investment
attractiveness of the municipality.

In the year 2011 the three investments, which
have been funded from the EU’s coffers. Funding
amount was over a million dollars. The aim was to
improve the projects carried out and to improve the
standard of services provided for the population in
rural areas. By building a network of water related
to water supply and discharge of urban waste water
and to create a meeting place for the inhabitants of
the villages, which have been renovated common
rooms, the target could be achieved.

In the year 2012, continued the construction
of technical infrastructure. In the village of Ligota
Wo³czyñska was sewage, which was financed by the
EU quota of more than 700 thousand. zloty. In the
final the year 2013 the amount of co-financing of
the EU exceeded 6 million and it was the largest
sum to date, which the municipality has used for
investment.

The year 2013 was a year of investment in
culture, tourism and environmental protection. The
most costly project was the rebuilding of the extension
of the waste water treatment plant in Wo³czyn, which
will allow the design of new threads and plumbing
connections for the municipality. The main objective
of the investment was to improve the quality of the
environment and the protection of bodies of water. In
addition to this has been the revitalization of the
historic parks in Ska³¹gi and in Wierzbica. Thanks
to the project of these aesthetic and recreational place
where residents and present and future tourists can
walk in, sit on the bench, relax and unwind. In this
year also was created online tourist information
centre. Its purpose is to elevate the information
services desk. Another project was the modernization
of the Commons in the sound, which will allow
residents a comfortable place for meetings and special
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events. The final project is a thermal upgrading of
primary schools in Wo³czynie and in Wierzbicy,
whose goal is to achieve energy savings in these
facilities and the improvement of air quality and to
increase the use of energy from renewable
sources, the project continues.

Despite the large success in obtaining EU funds
by the municipality of Wo³czyn, municipal authority
does not rest on its laurels and intensely searching
for new sources of investment financing, which are
very important for the inhabitants of the municipality
of Wo³czyn. In the year 2013 in Opole formed the
metropolitan area counties and municipalities in the
northern part of the Opole region. Agreement was
signed on the establishment of a functional area of
Kluczbork-Namys³ów-Olesno, it took place at the
Town Hall in Olesno. Part of this area includes 19
local government counties Olesky, kluczborskiego
and Zbigniew Namys³owski. The main objective of
the agglomeration is a joint acquisition of EU funds
in programming 2014–2020 and to encourage
investors to create new jobs in the area, and the
development of collective public transport. In
addition, the aim is to also care for the roads,
environmental protection and the development of
culture, sports and tourism. Each Member of the
resulting agglomeration has its priorities. The main
purpose of Wo³czyna is the expansion of the tourist
and the use of thermal waters[19]. 

Broadly the attractiveness of the municipality
of Wo³czyn as place of residence and rest for both
current and future population/visitors, increase, when
the implementation of the future tasks to be
implemented comprehensively and systematically
[19]. The implementation of the above mentioned
projects take place might also with the help of EU
grants, of which the municipality so far very
conscientiously used, and whose effects are seen and
felt.

 Conclusion

With the ability to use EU funds in the
municipality of Wo³czyn conducted a variety of
investments for economic development. Villages in
mainly focuses on the expansion of the sewerage
network. Along with the rebuilding and expansion
of the waste water treatment plant in Wo³czynie,
which has swallowed a large amount of money and
was one of the largest projects carried out in the
municipal area, it is possible to design new threads
and plumbing connections for municipali-
ties. However, the main purpose of this investment
was to improve the quality of the environment and
the protection of bodies of water. The projects aimed
at improving the living conditions of the inhabitants
of the village and to improve the business
environment.

These were the: the construction of the sewer
system in the upper Wierzbicy and in Giera³cice

and the construction of the sewer system in the
Duczowie Small, Brunach, Jêdrzejowicach (village),
Chom¹cku (vil lage), Œwiniarach Small,
Szymonkowie, Brickworks (hamlet), Ligota
Wo³czyñskiej and przysió³ku Jedliska. Gmina
Wo³czyn is investing not only in the expansion of
the network of kanalizacjnych but also in
culture. Rebuilt has been building a primary school
in the City and the municipal public library in
Wo³czynie. Also modernised sports along with the
Wierzbicy, which raised the standard of services and
sports-recreational services provided by the
municipality. Rebuilt municipal road in the village
of Ska³agi, which increased the capacity of road
layout and traffic safety has improved County and
pedestrian traffic.

Carried out have been numerous social
refurbishments houses, so residents of the village:
Ska³¹gi, Markotów large Krzywiczyny and Tinnitus
can organize all kinds of events, which helps to
increase the attractiveness of the municipality, and
allows you to integration into the local
community. Regenerated areas were historic parks
in the village of Wierzbica Dolna and Ska³¹gi, which
raised the attractiveness of these towns. Tourist
information center was created along with mobile
access point, which raised the level of tourist
information services. Still, it takes the last carried
out the investment, which is thermal upgrading
properties primary schools in Wo³czynie and in
Wierzbicy. The aim of the project is to achieve energy
savings and improving air quality and increasing the
use of energy from renewable sources.

For example, the municipality of Wo³czyn, we
can conclude that the well used EU funding can
contribute to significant socio-economic growth of
the region.
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 ÂÈÊÎÐÈÑÒÀÍÍß ÔÎÍÄ²Â ªÑ ÄËß
²ÍÂÅÑÒÈÖ²ÉÍÈÕ ÏÐÎÅÊÒ²Â Â ÌÓÍ²ÖÈÏÀË²ÒÅÒ²
ÂÎËÜ×²Í Ç 2009–2013 ÐÐ.

Êîêîò Ä., ßâîðñüêà Ì.

Ó ñòàòò³ ïðîàíàë³çîâàíî âèêîðèñòàííÿ ôîíä³â ªÑ äëÿ
³íâåñòèö³é â ìóí³öèïàë³òåò³ Âîëü÷³íà. Òàêîæ ðîçãëÿíóò³ êîí-
öåïö³¿, ïîâ’ÿçàí³ ç ªâðîïåéñüêèì ñîþçîì, ÿê³ ïîêàçàëè âàæ-
ëèâ³ñòü ³íâåñòèö³éíî¿ ä³ÿëüíîñò³ ªâðîïåéñüêîãî ñîþçó äëÿ ðåã³-
îíàëüíîãî ðîçâèòêó. Ó ñòàòò³ ðîçãëÿíóòà êîíöåïö³ÿ ³íâåñòèö³é
òà ¿õ çíà÷åííÿ. Óâàãà ïðèä³ëåíà òàêîæ äæåðåëàì ô³íàíñóâàí-
íÿ ³íâåñòèö³éíîãî ñï³âòîâàðèñòâà. Òàêîæ ðîçãëÿíóòî ïðîöåñ
ðîçâèòêó, çàâäÿêè ô³íàíñîâ³é ï³äòðèìö³ ªÑ, ìóí³öèïàë³òåòó
Âîëü÷³í, à òàêîæ ïðîåêòè, ùî çä³éñíþþòüñÿ ìóí³öèïàë³òå-
òîì. Ó ñòàòò³ ïðîàíàë³çîâàíî âèêîðèñòàííÿ êîøò³â ªÑ ìóí³-
öèïàë³òåòîì â ïåð³îä 2009–2013 ðð.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ôîíäè ªÑ, ³íâåñòèö³¿, ªâðîïåéñüêèé
Ñîþç, ì³ñöåâå ñàìîâðÿäóâàííÿ.

 ÈÑÏÎËÜÇÎÂÀÍÈÅ ÔÎÍÄÎÂ ÅÑ ÄËß
ÈÍÂÅÑÒÈÖÈÎÍÍÛÕ ÏÐÎÅÊÒÎÂ Â
ÌÓÍÈÖÈÏÀËÈÒÅÒÅ ÂÎËÜ×ÈÍ Ñ 2009–2013 ÃÃ.

Êîêîò Ä., ßâîðñêà Ì.

Â ñòàòüå ïðîàíàëèçèðîâàíî èñïîëüçîâàíèå ôîíäîâ ÅÑ
äëÿ èíâåñòèöèé â ìóíèöèïàëèòåòå Âîëü÷èíà. Òàêæå ðàññìîò-
ðåíû êîíöåïöèè, ñâÿçàííûå ñ Åâðîïåéñêèì ñîþçîì, êîòîðûå
ïîêàçàëè âàæíîñòü èíâåñòèöèîííîé äåÿòåëüíîñòè Åâðîïåé-
ñêîãî ñîþçà äëÿ ðåãèîíàëüíîãî ðàçâèòèÿ. Â ñòàòüå ðàññìîòðå-
íà êîíöåïöèÿ èíâåñòèöèé è èõ çíà÷åíèå. Âíèìàíèå óäåëåíî òàê-
æå èñòî÷íèêàì ôèíàíñèðîâàíèÿ èíâåñòèöèîííîãî ñîîáùåñòâà.
Òàêæå ðàññìîòðåí ïðîöåññ ðàçâèòèÿ, áëàãîäàðÿ ôèíàíñîâîé
ïîääåðæêå ÅÑ, ìóíèöèïàëèòåòà Âîëü÷èí, à òàêæå ïðîåêòû,
îñóùåñòâëÿåìûå ìóíèöèïàëèòåòîì. Â ñòàòüå ïðîàíàëèçèðî-
âàíî èñïîëüçîâàíèå ñðåäñòâ ÅÑ ìóíèöèïàëèòåòîì â ïåðèîä
2009–2013 ãã.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: ôîíäû ÅÑ, èíâåñòèöèè, Åâðîïåéñêèé
Ñîþç, ìåñòíîå ñàìîóïðàâëåíèå.


