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Мистецтво Азербайджану в 80-ті роки ХХ століття 
Висвітлюються міжнароднів ідносини Азербайджану в галузі культури в 

80-ті роки ХХ століття. У цей період республіка підтримувала відносини в 
галузікультури з 120 державами світу, пропагувала моральні цінності азербай-
джанського народу.  
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Искусство Азербайджана в 80-е годы ХХ века 

Освещаются международные отношения  Азербайджана в области куль-
туры в 80-е годы ХХ века. В тот период республика поддерживала отношения 
в области культуры с 120 государствами мира, пропагандировала моральные 
ценности азербайджанского народа.  
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ETHNO-HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF BASIC ARTISTIC 
HANDICRAFT BRANCHES OF GANJA  

Have been researched the historic-ethnographical importance of development of 
the main traditional branches of craftsmanship of Ganja. For the first time were 
systematic investigated the basic skill characteristics of different wares of these 
handicraft branches and its significance in research of artistic craftsmanship 
traditions. 
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(стаття друкується мовою оригіналу) 

During centuries Ganja city considered as one of the 
main urban cultures and located on the ancient caravan 
routes, so merchants, travelers, scientists and cultural 
workers from different countries of the world visited Ganja, 
and first of all, their visiting helped our nation to integrate 
their spiritual values to all mankind civilizations. Ganja is 
one of the oldest cities and has more than 4000 years old as 
an urban center. Development of some local handicraft 

branches in this city historically offered necessary facilities 
for progress of urban culture. 

Investigation of ancient craftsmanship traditions on the 
basis of local craft wares of Ganja is very important. 
History and art of Azerbaijan people as rich and colorful as 
its nature. On decorations of this descriptive art are reflected 
spiritual world, living style, customs and traditions of our 
nation. These pearls of art on material preparing and 
processing techniques are divided into different kinds. 
Among these types of craft metal treatment is mostly 
developed and has ancient history.  

Abundance of local raw materials created favorable 
conditions for development of metal treatment from ancient 
times.  In general, in the third millennium BC there was high 
culture of the Bronze Age in our country, and in the first 
millennium transition period from Bronze Age to Iron Age 
began. In that period in Azerbaijan there were appeared several 
branches of metallurgy treatment. Jewelries, daggers, arms, 
copper products and other samples of art have been treated so 
refined, that in nowadays they are protected as very valuable 
exhibits in famous museums in such cities, as Paris, London, 
Brussels, Istanbul, Tehran and other cities. 

Works of art, made from metal, for their content and   
their form are divided into two major groups: 

1) Products of art; 
2) Household goods.  
Household equipment, works of art, agriculture 

instruments, that made by Ganja crafts, have been executed 
into two main technical methods: 

1) Casting. 2) Forging 
Made of precious metals gold and silver jewelries, that 

prepared by Ganja masters, are divided into 4 groups for 
wearing and putting: 

1) Neck jewelries – it is included such kind of jewelries, 
that gold piece coin, imperial, cardamom or barley, 
“iyirmibeshlik” (25), “medallions”, “bogazaltı”  (woman 
jewelries in ribbon form), bracelets, different kinds of beads 
and etc. 

2) Jewelries for arms and fingers – this group include 
bracelets, bangles and   rings with various precious stones 
as (turquoise, rubies, pearls and etc.). 

3) Head jewelries – skull-cap and others. 
4) Jewelries for clothiers [1]. 
In   the first half of the XVIII-XIX centuries, as well as 

in other parts of Azerbaijan, in Ganja household objects, 
forging weapons and jewelries that made from metal were   
decorated with 6 technical ways. 

1. Tattooing. 2.Basma (Pushing). 3.Karasavad. 
4. Ornament  5. Khatemkarliq.  6. Mitering [2-3]. 

In middle ages in spheres of gentle and applied art, 
Ganja of inhabitants of territory, in agriculture life bone was 
widely applied. Bone products, raw materials that found 
during investigations in and around Ganja prove, that time 
bone processing separated from other spheres of 
craftsmanship. Osteology analysis prove, that most of 
samples are prepared from the bone of bull, caw, deer 
among big horde animals and sheep, goat, boar among little 
horde animals. 

Only deeding investigations in Mingechaurs there were 
found a lot of samples of combs, agriculture instruments, art 
and other bane things. Such kind of bone samples also were 
found in monument complexes territory of Injachay and 
Kerpicli in Goranboy region during excavation. Art samples 
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and dice for playing nard, found in territory Shatal, also 
attracts our attention. These samples of art make more 
ancient history of city culture of Azerbaijan and in whole 
play nard. There were found knife handles, rare geometrical 
decorations, samples of pipe and other instruments here. 
During excavations there was found bone products that used 
as raw materials and cutting with pipe. In XI- XIII centuries 
this sphere of art was developing mostly. This thought is 
proved with a lot of bone and horn, found in zone of 
excavation. This period from bone there were prepared 
buttons, knifes and etc. Found during archeological 
excavations and used in wooden treatment and knife, 
showed   that at the beginning of XI – XIII in and around 
Ganja this sphere of craftsmanship in exist. Bone boards 
with circular surface molding decoration decoration were 
found in Mingechaur, in Khogali   barrow № 2, Sarichoban, 
Borsunlu and others. Monument, that including to Borsunlu 
Complex is finishing with small wheel desk from bone and 
two omlets, prepared from teeth of boar. In this period also 
were prepared such kind of agriculture instruments as wood 
shovel, rake and etc. But they didn’t reach nowadays [4-5]. 

Ganja and its surrounded territory are also rich with 
different stones. Presentation of white and in mountain  and 
Aran Karabakh and also lime, traverse and marble building 
stones in and around Ganja, pure white, a lot of colored 
agates, chalcedony, veil, ametist, obsidian, agates, crystal 
and other kind of rare colored stones in the river basins of 
Shahdaq Kecheldaq, and other territories created favorable 
ground for developing in this ancient country from ancient 
times stone cutting, stone grind, stone polishing and for 
building great modern , columned, arched, circled and four- 
cornered buildings here.  

Similar with it, but founding stone potter with simple 
surface in grave kurgan № 12 also proves it. Founding such 
kind of things on Uzerlik tepe also proves our thoughts. 
Some at the materials consist of mace stone. They 
coincidence to height grave borrow № 1. Mace stone have 
spherical form. They are similar with materials in Middle 
Bronze period [6].  

Base – columns, capitals, that are symbols of 
irreplaceable art, part of columns, different man 
monuments, masonry art symbols, that have Ganja, 
agriculture and religious meaning, especially grave 
monuments and phalluses, collections of different colored 
(red, brown , black ,grey and other rare colored) stamps and 
symbols of decorations, that were found in Azerbaijan 
during archeological investigations prove it.  

The best samples of monuments, that concern to stone 
treatment are consists of column props, mill and gridding 
stones. In whole there were founded in and around Ganja a 
lot of samples, that concern to X century. They are 
consisting of stone figure, mills and column props. But 
stone equipment, found in Ganja, Shamkir and Shatal 
prepared from mill and candlestick. Mill is usually prepared 
from volcanic, quartz, limestone and basalt. They used for 
grinding seed, millet, slot and for other aims [7]. 

We meet mostly mill stones, scales and pumice stone in 
stone treatment. At the same time there were use3d hewed 
stones for decorating buildings. In this period there were 
prepared decorations from precious stone. Different colored 
stone samples and  agreements, that found in monuments of 
Shamakhi, Barda, Mingechaur, Qakh, Ismayilli, Quba and 
other regions are the best symbols of art, painting, religion, 

heroism and  art themes of Azerbaijan. Such kind of fleece 
monuments have been found in village Gurzalilar of 
Goranboy region, in Goygol, Dashkesan and Samuch and 
investigated here. It is interesting, that from the workshop 
of these monuments have been found instruments of masters 
and samples of raw-materials. All these aspects show, that 
inhabitant of Middle Ages in and around Ganja from the 
ancient period did masonry, gridding and stone treatment. 
This sphere of art in developed middle Ages could be in 
high level. And rare magnificent architectural monuments in 
and around Ganja that stay till nowadays, prove it. 

In Ganja, that know as the ancient cultural center, the 
saddle-making handicraft differed from others with rich old 
traditions. First time preparation of the vehicles was house 
profession. But afterwards   saddle preparation needed of 
qualified skilled    masters, so a new type of art saddle-
making, started to form. 

Historically the traditional art of saddle-making in Ganja 
developed in direction of cargo and passenger saddle 
making. The art of saddle-making within the local saddle-
types and their components were determined on a 
specialization. The production of cargo or pack –saddle a 
rule was engaged by pack-saddle maker. For this reason, in 
most cases, the profession was called trade of pack-saddle 
maker [8]. 

Afterwards military, economic and transportation 
significance of hoarse was decrease, the demand for goods 
of saddle-making also was decrease. The reason of 
primitive saddle-making decreasing was wide sale of 
cheaper factory products. 

History and art of Azerbaijan people as rich and colorful 
as its nature. On decorations of this descriptive art are 
reflected spiritual world, living style, customs and traditions 
of our nation. These pearls of art on material preparing and 
processing techniques are divided into different kinds. 
Among these types of craft metal treatment is mostly 
developed and has ancient history. Abundance of local raw 
materials created favorable conditions for development of 
metal treatment from ancient times.  In general, in the third 
millennium BC there was high culture of the Bronze Age in 
our country, and in the first millennium transition period 
from Bronze Age to Iron Age began. In that period in 
Azerbaijan there were appeared several branches of 
metallurgy treatment. Jewelries, daggers, arms, copper 
products and other samples of art have been treated so 
refined, that in nowadays they are protected as very 
valuable exhibits in famous museums in such cities, as 
Paris, London, Brussels, Istanbul, Tehran and other cities. 

In the territory of Azerbaijan the oldest samples of wood 
treatment were found in the territory of ancient Ganja. 
Around Ganja area – in the region of  Lake  Goy-gol  in the 
IV-III millennium BC have been discovered  wooden 
thicker  board, also wooden  sugar bowl, that concern to  the 
end of the II millennium BC, found in  Mingechevir pitcher 
grave  are  material evidences of science thoughts. 

Along with the works and notes of medieval authors and 
travelers, a lot of material samples, found in the territory of 
ancient Ganja, also found in Mingechevir and concern to 
Middle Ages trough, ladle, wooden threshing board, shows 
that in Ganja wood treatment and sculptor art have a rich 
tradition. 
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Wood treatment products historically have been 
represented in various fields of social and cultural life in 
Ganja: 

1. Kitchen appliances: trough, quadruped, rolling-pin, 
mortar and pestle, ladle, spoon, trough. 

Ganja kitchen with its national characteristics is differs 
from other regions of Azerbaijan. The cooked dishes, 
prepared sweets, sherbet (sweet drink) are differing for their 
tasty and manufacturing technology. Ganja has a positive 
impact on national food composition in the human body, is 
the health service [11].  

In Ganja relationship ties are very strong. It is the 
tradition of Ganja people to often visit relatives, and to 
share their sadness and happiness. In whole Ganja’s 
traditions are leading to spiritual pureness, they are 
collection of the universe laws to perfection, way of nation.  

Until the middle of the twentieth century, the city was 
ruled by elders, elders played a role of bridge between the 
people and official government agencies. The most 
important of customs and traditions is forgiveness. During 
transaction people give each other forgiveness. If the patient 
going to die also people give him forgiveness and receive 
from him forgiveness. So they say: “without forgiveness 
will not be blessed.” [3; 4].  

Neighborly relations are kept and preserved strictly in 
Ganja. People don’t buy a house, before they interesting in 
neighbor’s character. They say: “Don’t buy house, buy 
neighbor; “the nearest neighbor to distant relation.”  

In Ganja relationship ties are very strong. It is the 
tradition of Ganja people to often visit relatives, and to 
share their sadness and happiness. “If also relative will eat 
each other’s meat, they won’t   dispose each other’s bone,” 
– they said.  

It is important to know that one of the areas of initially 
appeared human civilization was an integral part of 
Azerbaijan, the historical land of the city Ganja. Scientific 
and archaeological researches have proved that Ganja was 
cradle of science and culture not only of Azerbaijan, but 
also of the whole East.  

Ganjabasar is one of the richest areas from 
archaeological point of view. As a result of archaeological 
investigations here were found samples of material culture 
that concerned to the stages of different history period. 
Today most of them are kept in various museums of the 
world. 

The flint tools, that found in Gillikdag workshop and 
camp around Ganja, ladle, that were found here, give the 
reason to say, that  people, who lived in this area  in VII – 
VI millennium BC were the founders of the Late Stone Age 
culture. 

Archaeological investigations prove that in this period 
the main population of this region had sedentary lifestyle 
and were engaged with farming. In V millennium BC in 
Ganja region all known to us domestic animals were 
domesticated.This fact is approved with osteology 
remainders that were found during archaeological 
excavations. 

The formation of pottery on the territory of ancient 
Ganja is concern to the stages of    ancient history.  Basis on 
research works carried out by the various persons in XIX 
century and   experts-archeologists at the beginning of XX 
century in old ruins of the city and surrounding areas there 
were found different samples of pottery. 

First of all, there have been discovered, that initial 
ceramic production in Ganja and its surrounding regions are 
belong to the VIII-VII millennium BC. From the history 
point of view, these ancient clay vessels, belonging to the 
Neolithic stage, are differing from the pottery samples of 
the neighboring ethnic in number characteristics. These 
differences are seen in preparing technology, also in the 
area of external surface decoration. 

From the construction point of view, samples of pottery, 
that concern to Antique period, also to the period of 
Hellenism in Ganja, differed in various forms:   

1. Pictorial vases 
2. Ceramic figures  
3. Connected dishes  
Pottery dishes, that concern to the first stages of Middle 

Ages of Ganja, are differing from the ceramic samples of 
Antique period in two features: 

1) On shape. 
2) For preparing techniques. 
Potter’s products of the Early Middle Ages of Ganja and 

its regions for their technical characteristic are divided into 
2 major groups: glazed ceramic products and unglazed 
ceramic products.  

The main types of samples of ancient clay toys in Ganja 
regions are the follows: 

1. Rattle. 
2. Zoomorphic figures. 
3. Toy dishes. 
The end of middle Ages and New Period. In this 

historical period in Ganja and its regions ceramic has 
following kinds: 1. Building ceramic materials. 2. Unglazed 
ceramic products. 3. Glazed ceramic products.     

For Middle Ages and New period among pottery 
products of Ganja ceramic samples  as clay construction 
materials have great importance. First of all, glazed bricks 
that used in construction of most buildings in the XVII-
XVIII centuries, and also in great monuments and the main 
construction material- air-dried bricks, attracted attention. In 
addition to the found samples in residential areas as a result 
of archaeological excavations, also were found a lot of brick 
spoilages. According to such kind mass finding of brick 
spoilages, we can make the conclusion, that the bricks used 
in construction of buildings in Ganja, were wares of local 
production [8-12]. As in many places, production of wool, 
cotton and silk in and around Ganja made necessary 
emergence and development of weaving.  

Becoming weaving one of the ancient spheres of crafts 
in and around Ganja was connected with the rich raw 
material base here. Presence of useful plant species for 
textile, including  cotton, high level development of wool 
area of agriculture- sheep and goat breeding, camel 
breeding, horse breeding, presence of cotton cropping in  
Middle Ages and finally, regular expansion of silkworm 
breeding in this area created a foundation for growth of 
weaving here [14-15]. 
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Етно-історичне значення основних галузей  
художнього ремесла Гянджі  

Досліджено історико-етнографічне значення розвитку основних тради-
ційних ремісничих галузей Гянджі. Вперше були систематично вивчені головні 
ремісничі особливості виробів цих галузей та їх значення у дослідженні тради-
цій художніх ремесел.  
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Этно-историческое значение основных  
отраслей художественного ремесла Гянджи  

Исследовано историко-этнографическое значение развития основных 
традиционных ремесленных отраслей Гянджи. Впервые были систематически 
изучены главные ремесленные особенности изделий этих отраслей и их значе-
ние в исследовании традиций художественных ремесел.  

Ключевые слова: ремесленные традиции, Гянджа, этнографическое исс-
ледование, Азербайджан 
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THE U.S. POSITION TO THE EMERGENCE OF AZERBAIJANI 
ENERGY RESOURCES TO WORLD MARKETS  

The construction of the BTC MEOP and the launch of Azerbaijani oil to the 
world markets have strengthened the geopolitical supports of the United States, first 
of all, in the Caucasus, the Caspian coastal region and in the Middle East. Since the 
early 2000s, the issue of energy security of the United States has been an integral part 
of the military–strategic factors. Energy security together with the military power 
components has become the need of modern geopolitics. The policy pursued by this 
superpower has focused on the line of strengthening of the newly independent states 
of the Caucasus, the development of these countries through market economy, the 
establishment of democracy in the region. As the construction of the BTC MEOP and 
the BTE gas pipeline and starting them to operate were in the early years of the new 
millennium, these projects has an important place in the foreign policy priorities of 
the United States. The strategy of the United States in the Caspian coastal region is 
the new construction of pipelines that forms the basis for the East – West energy 
corridor, as we have already pointed out the main indication of which is 
diversification. Due to this strategy based on the firm foundation towards the end of 
the 2000s the United States has been able to gain leading positions in the South 
Caucasus and Central Asia. 

Kewords: Azerbaijani oil, Caspian zone, Energy Security, United States, 
Caucasus. 

 (стаття друкується мовою оригіналу) 

Soon after the realization of the BTC MEOP the issue of 
launching of Azerbaijan’s energy resources to world 
markets has become more geopolitical than economic and 
paved way to geopolitical discussions. This issue, been in 
the focus of attention of the world’s powers as early as in 
the beginning of the 1990s, now started to get the specific 
contours. The Russia – U.S, Russia – Turkey, Iran – Turkey 
and the USA – Iranian vie for oil transportation, in fact, was 
not connected with only desire to control over the oil, but 
also to maintain the position of afore–mentioned states in 
the regional and global politics. 

The construction of the BTC MEOP and the 
transportation of Azerbaijani oil to the world markets, first 
of all, have strongly consolidated the geopolitical supports 
of the United States, in the Caucasus, the Caspian shoreline 
region and the Middle East and, of course, was only the 
benefit. It should be noted that the events occurred around 
the BTC MEOP has not been chaotic for the United States 
from the first moment, and developed on the considered 
line. This is related with an aspect that is, first of all and 
mainly, Washington’s strategy in the Caspian region has 
been directed to the construction of new oil pipelines that 
form a part of the East – West energy passage. According to 
the U.S. government’s estimations this new construction of 
communications, should not be centralized, on the contrary, 
have to be consisted of the multiply links based on different 
directions. In fact, here is spoken about the change of the 
existing directions of the energy resources of new pipelines 
that will be constructed, also about their impact on the 
foreign trade and co–operation relations. In other words, 
from the very beginning when Baku–Ceyhan project was 
proposed the U.S. government has drawn plans to diversify 
export routes of the Caspian oil from the region. What 
benefit does the considered strategy promise to the United 
States? First of all, due to such construction in different 
directions will be reduced the dependence of the United 
States on its competitors in the field of transit transportation 


