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дорог, и сотрудничеству в экономической области в 
регионе. Проект включал в себя свободные въездные 
зоны по обеим сторонам международной границы. 

В июле 1997 г. президент Болгарии Петр Стоянов 
принёс извинения помакам и другим мусульманским 
национальным группам за регенерацию этнических 
групп в период социализма, когда помакские имена на-
сильственно были заменены традиционными славянс-
кими именами. Несмотря на то, что в посттоталитарный 
период этнические группы в Болгарии не подвергались 
дискриминации, и официальной правительственной 
политикой являлась терпимость к этническим группам, 
краеугольным камнем возрождающегося болгарского 
национализма являлось православие. Сепаратизм рели-
гиозно–культурных групп, тяжёлое наследие национа-
льной политики Османской империи продолжались и 
являлись нормой на Балканах. 

В марте 1999 г. болгарское правительство ратифи-
цировало Генеральную конвенцию по правам национа-
льных меньшинств. Конвенция признала наличие наци-
ональных меньшинств в Болгарии. Впервые документ 
допускал использование в Болгарии термина “национа-
льное меньшинство”, и он констатировал, что страна 
обязывается обеспечить выполнение политики защиты 
гражданских прав национальных меньшинств. В про-
цессе подготовки и обсуждения конвенции приняли 
участие представители турецкой, помакской и цыганс-
кой меньшинств. 

Болгары, греки и турки всегда претендовали на то, 
что помаки являются составной частью этих народов 
или просто всегда желали их ассимилировать. 

Следует отметить, что в Национальном собрании 
Болгарии нет помакских депутатов, участие помаков в 
политической жизни страны ограничивается местным 
уровнем. 

Переходный период в Болгарии не ознаменовался 
этническим насилием, как это было в Югославии. На-
ционального конфликта можно предотвратить при по-
мощи мирного подхода к проблеме и при помощи ме-
жэтнического диалога. Интегрируясь в евро–
атлантические структуры, Болгарии нужен был новый 
внешнеполитический имидж. Членство Болгарии в НА-
ТО обязывает её развивать дружеские отношения с Ту-
рцией и решению проблем турецкого и мусульманского 
меньшинств внутри страны. 
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Position of Turkish and Muslim minorities in Bulgaria (second half of 
the XX – XXI centuries beginning) 

The article notes that, during the socialist camp, all the Turkish– Muslim 
population groups in Bulgaria: Turks, Muslims, Pomaks, under communist rule 
deliberately crossed out from the list of people to eliminate all historical facts 
showing the presence of Turks and Muslims in the country. Is also noted that in the 
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Положення турецького і мусульманського національних меншин 
в Болгарії (друга половина ХХ – початок XXI ст.) 

Відзначається, що, в період будівництва соціалізму, всі турецько–
мусульманські етнічні групи Болгарії: турки, мусульмани, помаки, цілеспрямо-
вано виключалися комуністичним керівництвом з числа населення з метою 
викорінення всіх історичних свідчень і фактів наявності турецького населення і 
мусульман в країні. Так само відзначається, що на початку 1970–х років їх 
змусили замінити свої мусульманські імена на болгарські. 
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ABOUT THE BASIC HANDICRAFT TRADITIONS OF GANJA  
OF THE END OF XIX – BEGINNING OF XX CENTURIES 

On the basis of various traditional wares of basic craftsmanship kinds have been 
investigated main typical characteristics of development of some handicraft branches 
of Ganja. Also were systematic researched the historic–ethnographical importance 
and the basic skill features of these handicraft branches in research of artistic 
craftsmanship traditions of this ancient city during XIX–XX centuries. 
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(стаття друкується мовою оригіналу) 

Basic traditional spheres of crafts are invaluable and 
reliable sources of studying of culture, aesthetic taste and 
outlook of the people of Azerbaijan. Ethnographic and 
anthropologic exploration of problems and branches of 
crafts is very important, as a way of studying along with 
history and culture of the people, years generated political–
economical and relations of production. XIX–XX centuries 
was an important historical period on investigation of this 
scientific topic. Because, Ganja has a rich historical past as 
the cultural center. In the specified period of history in 
Ganja developed basically carpet weaving, weaver’s 
business, craft of the tailor, squeeze men, forge and a 
jeweler, trades of dyer, the stone mason, the cooper and 
leather dresser, weapon business and other similar craft 
branches. Among these crafts especially developed carpet 
weaving. To so wide development of carpet weaving 
promoted availability of raw materials. In addition carpets 
were very widely used in a population life–both as furniture, 
and as a curtain, both as sand bed and as a coating for a 
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floor. In carpet weaving have been held basically women. It 
has been bundled by that in a Muslim society of the woman 
preferred to work in house conditions. However also know 
cases when men were occupied with this craft [3]. 

Hatters and tailors created both national clothes and 
clothes in style of the European fashion. According to the 
spent explorations there are exact data on wide development 
of a jeweler in Ganja in the end of XIX century – in the 
beginning of XX centuries. Jewelers basically fabricated 
ornaments to order. Among them there was a specification. 
Jobs of skilful masters amazed even foreigners. 
Development of trading and economic relations of Ganja 
with the next states promoted recognition of local jewels 
abroad. 

During our researches we determined some new 
scientific arguments and facts in this field. The increase in 
quantity of handicraftsmen in a city directly has been 
bundled to population growth. The competition of 
production of production plants and factories has not 
reached still serious level and consequently was created a 
favorable condition for spreading of traditional occupations 
there. In addition, products of these craft branches have 
been closely bundled to a life and traditions of the people, 
and it would be difficult to replace with their factory 
production. We must say that scientific and archaeological 
researches have proved that Ganja was cradle of science and 
culture not only of Azerbaijan, but also of the whole East. 
Ganjabasar is one of the richest areas from archaeological 
point of view. As a result of archaeological investigations 
here were found samples of material culture that concerned 
to the stages of different history period. Today most of them 
are kept in various museums of the world. 

The flint tools, that found in Ganjabasar workshop and 
camp around Ganja, ladle, that were found here, give the 
reason to say, that  people, who lived in this area in VII – 
VI millennium BC were the founders of the Late Stone Age 
culture. Archaeological investigations prove that in this 
period the main population of this region had sedentary 
lifestyle and were engaged with farming. In V millennium 
BC in Ganja region all known to us domestic animals were 
domesticated. 

As in many places, production of wool, cotton and silk 
in and around Ganja made necessary emergence and 
development of weaving [4–6]. Also in Ganja, that know as 
the ancient cultural center, the saddle–making handicraft 
differed from others with rich old traditions. First time 
preparation of the vehicles was house profession. But 
afterwards saddle preparation needed of qualified skilled 
masters, so a new type of art saddle–making, started to 
form. Historically the traditional art of saddle–making in 
Ganja developed in direction of cargo and passenger saddle 
making. 

The art of saddle–making within the local saddle–types 
and their components were determined on a specialization. 
The production of cargo or pack–saddle a rule was engaged 
by pack–saddle maker. For this reason, in most cases, the 
profession was called trade of pack–saddle maker [8]. 
Afterwards military, economic and transportation 
significance of hoarse was decrease, the demand for goods 
of saddle–making also was decrease. The reason of 
primitive saddle–making decreasing was wide sale of 
cheaper factory products. 

It is interesting that on decorations of this descriptive art 
are reflected spiritual world, living style, customs and 
traditions of our nation. These pearls of art on material 
preparing and processing techniques are divided into 
different kinds. 

Among these types of craft metal treatment is mostly 
developed and has ancient history. Abundance of local raw 
materials created favorable conditions for development of 
metal treatment from ancient times. In general, in the third 
millennium BC there was high culture of the Bronze Age in 
our country, and in the first millennium transition period 
from Bronze Age to Iron Age began. In that period in 
Azerbaijan there were appeared several branches of 
metallurgy treatment. Jewelries, daggers, arms, copper 
products and other samples of art have been treated so 
refined, that in nowadays they are protected as very 
valuable exhibits in famous museums. Ganja city during 
centuries considered as one of the main urban cultures and 
located on the ancient caravan routes, so merchants, 
travelers, scientists and cultural workers from different 
countries of the world visited Ganja, and first of all, their 
visiting helped our nation to integrate their spiritual values 
to all mankind civilizations. Ganja is one of the oldest cities 
and has more than 4000 years old as an urban center. 
Development of some local handicraft branches in this city 
historically offered necessary facilities for progress of urban 
culture. Investigation of ancient craftsmanship traditions on 
the basis of local craft wares of Ganja is very important [1–
4]. 

In middle ages in spheres of gentle and applied art, 
Ganja of inhabitants of territory, in agriculture life bone was 
widely applied. Bone products, raw materials that found 
during investigations in and around Ganja prove, that time 
bone processing separated from other spheres of 
craftsmanship. Only deeding investigations in Mingachevir 
there were found a lot of samples of combs, agriculture 
instruments, art and other bane things. These samples of art 
make more ancient history of city culture of Azerbaijan and 
in whole play nard. There were found knife handles, rare 
geometrical decorations, samples of pipe and other 
instruments here. During excavations there was found bone 
products that used as raw materials and cutting with pipe. In 
XI–XIII centuries this sphere of art was developing mostly. 
This thought is proved with a lot of bone and horn, found in 
zone of excavation. This period from bone there were 
prepared buttons, knifes and etc. Found during 
archeological excavations and used in wooden treatment 
and knife, showed that at the beginning of XI–XIII in and 
around Ganja this sphere of craftsmanship in exist. In this 
period also were prepared such kind of agriculture 
instruments as wood shovel, rake and etc. But they didn’t 
reach nowadays [5]. 

Ganja and its surrounded territory are also rich with 
different stones. Presentation of white and lime, traverse 
and marble building stones in and around Ganja, pure white, 
a lot of colored agates, chalcedony, veil, ametist, obsidian, 
agates, crystal and other kind of rare colored stones in this 
territory created favorable ground for developing in this 
ancient country from ancient times stone cutting, stone 
grind, stone polishing and for building great modern, 
columned, arched, circled and four – cornered buildings 
here. Some at the materials consist of mace stone. They 
coincidence to height grave borrow № 1. Mace stone have 
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spherical form. They are similar with materials in Middle 
Bronze period. Founded in ruin graves cast –ironed boiler 
and painted spear with thin breath and length are similar for 
monuments of that period of Azerbaijan. Maces in form of 
pear mostly we can see in complexes in the North Iran and 
South Turkmenistan, that concern to the second half of 
second thousand BC [6]. Base – columns, capitals, that are 
symbols of irreplaceable art, part of columns, different man 
monuments, masonry art symbols, that have Ganja, 
agriculture and religious meaning, especially grave 
monuments and phalluses, collections of different colored 
(red, brown, black, grey and other rare colored) stamps and 
symbols of decorations, that were found in Azerbaijan 
during archeological investigations prove it. These rare 
discovers in and around Ganja are known from the 
archaeological investigations in ancient cultural, art and 
trade centers of Azerbaijan. The best samples of 
monuments, that concern to stone treatment are consists of 
column props, mill and gridding stones. In whole there were 
founded in and around Ganja a lot of samples, that concern 
to X century. They are consisting of stone figure, mills and 
column props. Mill is usually prepared from volcanic, 
quartz, limestone and basalt. They used for grinding seed, 
millet, slot and for other aims [7]. 

We meet mostly mill stones, scales and pumice stone in 
stone treatment. At the same time there were used hewed 
stones for decorating buildings. In this period there were 
prepared decorations from precious stone. 

All these aspects show, that inhabitant of Middle Ages 
in and around Ganja from the ancient period did masonry, 
gridding and stone treatment. This sphere of art in 
developed middle Ages could be in high level. 

And rare magnificent architectural monuments in and 
around Ganja that stay till nowadays, prove it. Traditional 
textile of art of silk weaving products has a special place in 
Ganja. In the city formed two main method of silk 
treatment: 

1. Spinning. 2. Winding. 
From the point of view silkworm breeding development 

and its preparing technology there were two main forms of 
production: so–called raw silk weaving and felt weaving .In 
this important technological processes it has such kind of 
production stages as cocoon opening, silk initial processing, 
preparing of raw silk, weaving technology, painting and 
decoration. In the ancient Ganja during the stage of the 
Middle Ages the great progress of silkworm was 
represented by raw silk weaving. For this reason, on the 
basis of local traditions production of delicate silk textiles 
from raw silk. 

There were made such kind of important samples of art 
as atlas and kelaqai (silk kerchief). We must pay attention to 
the moment that differs from the other silk fabrics, kelaqai 
was prepared by specialists. But distinctly of production of 
raw silk, that was city silkworm breeding and was man 
activity, felt production was woman work. 

In Ganja, that know as the ancient cultural center, the 
saddle–making handicraft differed from others with rich old 
traditions. First time preparation of the vehicles was house 
profession. But afterwards saddle preparation needed of 
qualified skilled masters, so a new type of art saddle–
making, started to form. 

Historically the traditional art of saddle–making in 
Ganja developed in direction of cargo and passenger saddle 

making. The art of saddle–making within the local saddle–
types and their components were determined on a 
specialization. The production of cargo or pack–saddle a 
rule was engaged by pack–saddle maker. For this reason, in 
most cases, the profession was called trade of pack–saddle 
maker [8]. 

Afterwards military, economic and transportation 
significance of hoarse was decrease, the demand for goods 
of saddle–making also was decrease. The reason of 
primitive saddle–making decreasing was wide sale of 
cheaper factory products. 

History and art of Azerbaijan people as rich and colorful 
as its nature. On decorations of this descriptive art are 
reflected spiritual world, living style, customs and traditions 
of our nation. These pearls of art on material preparing and 
processing techniques are divided into different kinds. 
Among these types of craft metal treatment is mostly 
developed and has ancient history. Abundance of local raw 
materials created favorable conditions for development of 
metal treatment from ancient times. In general, in the third 
millennium BC there was high culture of the Bronze Age in 
our country, and in the first millennium transition period 
from Bronze Age to Iron Age began. In that period in 
Azerbaijan there were appeared several branches of 
metallurgy treatment. Jewelries, daggers, arms, copper 
products and other samples of art have been treated so 
refined, that in nowadays they are protected as very 
valuable exhibits in famous museums in such cities, as 
Paris, London, Brussels, Istanbul, Tehran and other cities. 

There is no any source about glass production in and 
around Ganja. The majority of archaeologists agreed with 
the idea, that the homeland of glass production is ancient 
Egypt, but the famous English archaeologist, Egyptologist 
Petri Flinders thought, that it could be Mesopotamia or the 
Caucasus. Taking into account that cobalt, used in glass 
coloring wasn’t in Egypt, the scientists thought that, it could 
be in the Caucasus, also in Dashkesan. The majority of 
containers and the analysis based on graphical elements of 
the Roman scholars came to the opinion that the samples of 
the same scale as the Roman Empire through trade. There 
are more than 2000 beads in complex materials. Colored 
beads have prepared of different types products. Mostly 
distinguish beads that prepared from blue green and grey 
paste. A group of beads made of bone and antimony. In III–
V centuries, the local craftsmen themselves also became to 
produce better–designed containers. Among the local clay 
and glass utensils that found in and around Ganja there were 
big similarity in the form and also in the decoration. All the 
glass dishes found in and around Ganja are similar with the 
local clays on decoration of that period. Glass dishes were 
containing of Iron, cobalt, magnesium and other elements, 
that were specific elements for Ganja and its surroundings. 

The development history of this sphere of craftsmanship 
can be determined only through archaeological research. In 
general, information about the development of this sphere 
of was found in 1959–1960 years, glass products in and 
around Ganja was obtained only at the end of the twentieth 
century. Results of archaeological excavations in the 
territory of Azerbaijan and research show that in the 
preparation of glass utensils were two technical methods: 
casting method and the method of blowing. The first of 
these methods is more ancient, but in the Early Middle Ages 
and Middle Ages were used both of them. Produced glass 
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alloys were transparent colored. By the addition of dusts of 
various metals in glass alloys people got colored glasses. 
We can see also to get her with different tinted green 
glasses also parts of blue, black and pink colored glass dish 
in sections of IX–X centuries. Among decorations of that 
period yellow, white and red beads of round and plain form 
are met mostly. At the beginning of X–XIII centuries 
development of production of glass in and around Ganja 
characterized by improvement from the technology point of 
view. Archaeological researches show, that outside of the 
cities in the VIII–IX centuries, also big settlements were 
established. This is often due to density in cities. From the 
point of view silkworm breeding development and its 
preparing technology there were two main forms of 
production: so–called raw silk weaving and felt weaving. In 
these important technological processes it has such kind of 
production stages as cocoon opening, silk initial processing, 
preparing of raw silk, weaving technology, painting and 
decoration. In the ancient Ganja during the stage of the 
Middle But distinctly of production of raw silk that was city 
silkworm breeding and was man activity, felt production 
was woman work. In Ganja, that know as the ancient 
cultural center, the saddle–making handicraft differed from 
others with rich old traditions. First time preparation of the 
vehicles was house profession. But afterwards saddle 
preparation needed of qualified skilled masters, so a new 
type of art saddle–making, started to form. Historically the 
traditional art of saddle–making in Ganja developed in 
direction of cargo and passenger saddle making. The art of 
saddle–making within the local saddle–types and their 
components were determined on a specialization. The 
production of cargo or pack–saddle a rule was engaged by 
pack–saddle maker. For this reason, in most cases, the 
profession was called trade of pack–saddle maker. 
Afterwards military, economic and transportation 
significance of hourse was decrease, the demand for goods 
of saddle–making also was decrease. The reason of 
primitive saddle–making decreasing was wide sale of 
cheaper factory products. Ganjabasar is one of the richest 
areas from archaeological point of view. As a result of 
archaeological investigations here were found samples of 
material culture that concerned to the stages of different 
history period. Today most of them are kept in various 
museums of the world. 

In the territory of Azerbaijan the oldest samples of wood 
treatment were found in the territory of ancient Ganja. 
Around Ganja area – in the region of Lake Goy–gol in the 
IV–III millennium BC have been discovered wooden 
thicker board, also wooden sugar bowl, that concern to the 
end of the II millennium BC, found in Mingachevir pitcher 
grave are material evidences of science thoughts [11]. The 
majority of historical monuments, that are demonstrate the 
4000 thousand year history of Ganja, which is the national 
wealth of our people, today gain unique place in the 
expositions of world’s museums. In state and private 
museums of Metropolis, Munich, Berlin, Hamburg, Louvre, 
Paris, Moscow, St. Petersburg and other cities rare and 
valuable exhibits, that concern to the history of ancient 
Ganja are preserved [4–10]. 

As in many places, production of wool, cotton and silk 
in and around Ganja made necessary emergence and 
development of weaving. Becoming weaving one of the 
ancient spheres of crafts in and around Ganja was connected 

with the rich raw material base here. Presence of useful 
plant species for textile, including cotton, high level 
development of wool area of agriculture–sheep and goat 
breeding, camel breeding, horse breeding, presence of 
cotton cropping in Middle Ages and finally, regular 
expansion of silkworm breeding in this area created a 
foundation for growth of weaving here [10–12]. In 
traditional production of cloth manufactory trade 
historically played an important place. This kind of craft 
that developed on the basis of local raw materials was tied 
with cotton–growing economy. Since the time of the early 
Middle Ages, Ganja has been the main center of Azerbaijan 
in production of cotton cloth [13]. 

The formation of pottery on the territory of ancient 
Ganja is concern to the stages of ancient history. Basis on 
research works carried out by the various persons in 
XIX century and experts–archeologists at the beginning of 
XX century in old ruins of the city and surrounding areas 
there were found different samples of pottery. First of all, 
there have been discovered, that initial ceramic production 
in Ganja and its surrounding regions are belong to the VIII–
VII millennium BC. From the history point of view, these 
ancient clay vessels, belonging to the Neolithic stage, are 
differing from the pottery samples of the neighboring ethnic 
in number characteristics. These differences are seen in 
preparing technology, also in the area of external surface 
decoration. 

In this historical period in Ganja and its regions ceramic 
has following kinds: 

1. Building ceramic materials. 2. Unglazed ceramic 
products. 3. Glazed ceramic products. 

For Middle Ages and New period among pottery 
products of Ganja ceramic samples as clay construction 
materials have great importance. First of all, glazed bricks 
that used in construction of most buildings in the XVIII–
XIX centuries, and also in great monuments and the main 
construction material–air–dried bricks, attracted attention. 
In addition to the found samples in residential areas as a 
result of archaeological excavations, also were found a lot 
of brick spoilages. According to such kind mass finding of 
brick spoilages, we can make the conclusion, that the bricks 
used in construction of buildings in Ganja, were wares of 
local production [14–16]. 
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