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в період із 2008 по 2014 в той час як статистичні дані 
зацікавлених релігійних організацій звітували про 
тривалий християнський бум в Україні [6, с. 3], інші 
дослідження приходять до висновку про уповільнення 
темпів зростання нових конфесій [6, с. 4]. Говорячи про 
аналіз динаміки розвитку релігійних організацій слід 
відзначити декілька проблем, що характерні українській 
статистичній науці. Зокрема недоліком є те, що органи 
влади і національні експертні центри надають і аналізують 
чисельність релігійних організацій, нічого не говорячи 
про кількість вірян у Церквах. У кращому випадку вони 
використовують лише дані соціологічних опитувань [5].

Православні релігійні організації в свою чергу звітують 
лише про кількість своїх організацій, називаючи приблизні 
підрахунки стосовно своїх членів. Одною з причин такої 
поведінки можна назвати слабкі комунікації [3, с. 43]. 
Інша проблема в аналізі динаміки розвитку релігійних 
організацій полягає в тому, що православні Церкви 
називають кількість своїх парафіян не в абсолютному 
вимірі, а у відсотках від загального населення країни. 
Таким чином це спрощує справу зарахування до своїх лав 
декілька зайвих відсотків віруючих [3, с. 44].

Отже, можна прийти до висновку, що Волинь є 
особливим регіоном не так через свою динаміку росту 
православних релігійних організацій скільки своєю 
структурою релігійного життя. Також аналізуючи наявну 
джерельну базу можна зробити висновок, що період 
екстенсивного розвитку релігійної мережі продовжувався 
в період із 2000 по 2008 рік, кількість православних 
релігійних організацій на території історичної Волині 
за цей період значно зросла. Проте в період із 2008 по 
2014 статистичні дослідження свідчать про уповільнення 
темпів зростання православних конфесій.
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The existence of Ukrainian modern family and its evolution seriously affected 
by changes in social, political, spiritual, cultural and educational spheres of society. 
The family is a reflection of the processes taking place in society, and it can not be 
isolated from them. For their part, religious leaders believe that the consequence of 
the crisis of the family served as the secularization of society, which is manifested 
and family life.

The purpose of the article is to show the position and characteristics of 
the relationship of the Orthodox Church on the issue of the family institution, and 
to identify the value and effectiveness of Christian values in this field in today’s 
environment.

The views of the Orthodox Church on the state of Ukrainian modern family and 
the possibility of its development through the preservation of Christian values in it, 
which are referred to in the social teaching of the Orthodox Churches. Consider the 
value of the Church as a regulator of family relations on the basis of its centuries-old 
experience.

Speaking for the preservation of the Orthodox family values in the new social 
and spiritual realities, the Church must be ready to upgrade their traditional family 
doctrine, to keep its value of one of the leading regulators in this area.
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(стаття друкується мовою оригіналу)

Marriage, family, family relations are not only the 
reflection of the current social relations, but also the reflection 
of the many problems that are inherent in the modern state, 
society, working collectives, individuals and, to some extent, 
in the family institution. It is clear that the state and its 
structures, local authorities, non–govermental organizations 
and society as self–regulator of its relations in many cases can 
not cope with modern challenges in the family area, and can 
not fulfill the tasks connected with creating conditions of the 
strengthening of the family as the primary and fundamental 



Випуск 109 ФІЛОСОФСЬКІ НАУКИ Гілея

Збірник наукових праць «Гілея: науковий вісник»216

society’s unit, strengthening of a sense of duty to parents, 
children and other family members; building family relations 
on an equal footing, mutual love and respect, mutual help and 
support; ensuring every child with family care, the right of 
spiritual and physical development [8, p. 1–3]. The percentage 
of marriages and families that break up and the number of 
single–parent families remains high; the number of orphans 
and children deprived of parental care does not decrease; the 
phenomenon of the children’s adoption by foreigners is still a 
disgrace to society, etc.

In these circumstances the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
referring to its age, experience and traditions, wants to 
establish a sacred–religious influence on the modern family, 
thinking this approach means family’s relations recovery, it 
warrants overcoming negative processes in the society and 
guarantee religious priorities’ recovery in society.

The important role of the family in society, its fundamental 
role in all social structures – whether it is religious or secular 
state – is certified in basic conceptual documents of the 
institutions of marriage and family. «Basic Social Concept 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church» says: «The family is like 
a little Church. It is an organism, whose members live and 
build their relations based on the law of love. The experience 
of family communicating teaches person to overcome sinful 
egoism and lays the foundations for sound citizenship. The 
right attitude to others, to people, to society is formed in 
the family» [4]. Extraordinary weight is given to marriage 
and family by The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Kiev 
Patriarchate. «The family is called home church, – stated in 
the Declaration of the Jubilee Local Council of UOC–KP. – It 
implements a love that exists between Christ the Savior and 
the Church. There is no strong healthy society, nation and 
strong state without family» [1, p. 16].

For comparison, the main Ukrainian legislative document 
regulating family – The Family Codes of Ukraine (2002) 
refers to a family as «primary and fundamental group 
unit of society. The state protects the family, childhood, 
motherhood, fatherhood, – stated in it – it creates conditions 
for strengthening family» [7, p. 3]. From this part it can be 
seen that the modern secular state, society, traditions of family 
considered crucial initial formation, and the strength of it 
depends on the stability of society.

Realizing the extreme importance of the family and 
marriage and relations between the sexes for society, the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church consider their competence 
and their duty to help to overcome the negative effects and 
processes in the family sphere. Scholars are interested in 
family and, especially, in woman because she is the keeper 
of the hearth, spreader of Orthodox values and reproductor 
of the Orthodox faith in the new generations. Hence, there 
is the course for the development of detailed system of rules 
and orthodox morality, which has strong connection with 
matrimonial Code regulating the place of women in family 
and society, marriage and sex; rules that form people’s views 
on childbirth, encourage them to have many more of children.

Patriarch Filaret in one of his speeches said: «The main 
task of the European community in the third millennium 
should be a revival of the Christian family. Only a Christian 
family can overcome the evils of modern society, including 
demographic crisis. The family can be the basis of spiritual 
healing. In order to create a normal family we must not only 
worry about creating the material conditions for families, but 
also for giving an education to children based on Christian 
morals and prepare them for family life» [3, p. 17].

Among the main problems that led this institute to 
disruption and degradation, most researchers – not only 
religious but also secular – noted that there was process of 
depreciation until the disappearance of traditional family 
values happened, which were the main basis for the existence 
of family relations.

The notion «family values» in a secular sense has a very 
wide rage of meanings, so we should specify what the most of 
us mean using that. Family values are based on the principles 
of mutual relations between the spouses as well as on relations 
between parents and children, love, caring, understanding, 
patience, faithfulness, sacrifice, respect, compassion, mutual 
support, honesty, sincerity, trust and many others. They are 
not just important, but are fundamental and form the basis of 
well–being of the family.

Researcher L. I. Savinov believes that the ancestral family 
values include:

– A complex spectrum of relations between man and 
woman, whose highest value is love;

– Childbirth – value, in which achievements are manifested 
not only by biological instinct, but also by important spiritual 
and social skills;

– Different value orientations, with help of which family 
members have the opportunity to join the world of humanity. 
This is facilitated by the role of wife, husband, father, mother, 
son, daughter, etc [6, p. 49].

According to A. V. Shubaro it is typical for modern society 
to have changes in its philosophical values and priorities. 
Transformation, under the influence of globalization, 
occurred and significantly affected the professional, moral 
and psychological, aesthetic, family relations between men 
and women, and general the institution of the family. The 
idea of a woman, her role and place in the modern society is 
changing. This significantly influences the system of family 
values. The formation of harmonious personality, based on 
family, should consider both the traditional moral and modern 
spiritual values. Falling authority of spiritual values can lead 
to spiritual disaster. In this context it is interesting to know 
the moral experience of the Christianity, which considers 
marriage as a sacrament [9].

Church wants to strengthen families, to prevent the 
destruction of family traditions. The emphasis is put on the 
fact that the faith community of men and women who are 
members of the religion of Christ, is an essential condition for 
truly Christian religious marriage. Church does not sanctify 
marriages between Orthodox and non–Christians. However, 
the church recognizes such marriages lawful and does not 
consider people living in mixed marriages, those that are 
sinful cohabitation.

The church’s attitude to devorce, which is considered to be 
a sin, is ambiguous because this phenomenon leads to negative 
consequences, mental suffering and considered to be a big 
social loss, to injury unprotected child’s mind. Assessing the 
widespread practice of modern couple divorces, the Church 
states: «What is happening now is a tragedy for people and the 
nation» [4]. On the other hand, the Orthodox Church, in some 
cases («because of imperfections of spiritual marriage» and 
for the «salvation of sinners») have the possibility to marry a 
second, third and even fourth time.

Objectively assessing the situation, it should be noted that 
the Church’s recognition of the marriage abolishment questions 
the idea of sacrality of marriage and its divine origin. However, 
the church has to take this step, since the fact of divorces has 
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turned into such scale that non–recognition would only be 
compromising for the church itself. In addition, It should be 
noted that stricter conditions of divorce’s recognition in the 
Catholic Church is also found to be ineffective.

The processes occurring in the modern world and their 
negative impact on family and family relationships disturbs 
leaders of the Orthodox Church. Particular attention is 
drawn to the problem of destruction of traditional bonds 
between parents and children, degradation of social value 
of motherhood and fatherhood, children orphans with living 
parents, sexual promiscuity and premarital relationships.

What is proposed in this situation by the Orthodox 
Church? UOC Metropolitan Volodymyr says that spiritual 
assistance should be given to newly established families 
in preparation for the sacraments wedding, christening and 
education of children and, of course, the assistance should 
be given to families in build «a small home church». It is 
becoming a matter of constant concern in all the parishes of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, as the Chirstian strong and 
large families living in the Orthodox tradition are the basis for 
a future Church and the Ukrainian nation [5].

The assessment of the situation of family sphere UOC 
MP outlined in the Declaration of the Jubilee Local Council 
of the UOC–KP «The Church and the world at the beginning 
of the Third Millennium» (2001). Sacrament Wedding is the 
basis for creating «a home church», therefore, there must 
be a prayer. We must fast together to participate in the life 
of the Church, worship, sacraments. When there is no such 
things, then the house built on sand, and it will not stay for 
long. The Orthodox Church has clearly defined its position on 
this issue, referring to the order designated in the Scriptures: 
«He ... said, ‘Have not you read that He who created people 
made them male and female? And he said, «a man shall leave 
his father and mother, and shall bow to his wife – and the 
two shall become one flesh» because they are no more two 
people, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 
– one must not put asunder! «They said to him, «Why then 
did Moses command to give a writing of divorcement, and to 
put asunder?». He said to them, «For your hardness of heart 
Moses allowed you to divorce with your wives, at first it was 
not so» (Matt. 19: 4 – 8).

Although the Church insists on the indissoluble unity of 
husband and wife and the only possible reason for divorce the 
Gospel considers adultery, it allows the second and sometimes 
the third marriage as a justification of human weakness and 
imperfection. Perhaps this is an indication that in our time 
the sacrament of marriage just turned to the tradition and the 
wedding – a tribute to fashion.

Sharing the opinion written in the Declaration, we believe 
that the main reason of the collapse of the family is still in 
the moral aspect. Because of the loss of spiritual principles, 
we have a whole series of family and social problems, 
including the so–called sexual revolution, alcoholism and 
drug addiction, which is a direct consequence of the lack of 
normal family, a healthy psychological atmosphere. One of 
the most important problem of modern families, that do not 
contribute to their strengthening, is the problem of deliberate 
abortion of pregnancy, which is also widely spread. Church 
equates abortion to murder, because it considers the origin 
of human beings to be the gift of God, so the attempt on 
the life of the future of the individual considers a violation 
of the commandment «Thou shalt not kill». Although the 
Orthodox Church do not banish women who had an abortion, 

it encourages them to repentance and emphasises that the 
human race resumption is one of the purposes of the marriage 
established by God [2, p. 178].

Pondering the points of the Orthodox churches on 
the modern family, family relations in the context of the 
Christian values, we can not say that no matter how timely 
Church, particularly the Ukrainian Orthodox church, is 
trying to participate in activities aimed at strengthening of 
the Ukrainian modern family, the measures of the church, 
in our opinion, has not been able to significantly change the 
situation. In many cases they are the same declarative as many 
«events», «application», «projects» of secular authorities. The 
many reasons for this, and the actions are not directed towards 
total individualization of private life or the traditional isolation 
of the family. In our view, the weakness of the influence of the 
Orthodox Church in our country in family, family relationships 
sphere has a few reasons:

– Forgetting or to some extent loss of the Church’s 
historical experience of the impact on family and family 
relations;

– Depreciation and forgetting of national and national–
religious traditions of the family sphere;

– The Orthodox Churches’ underestimation of modern 
individual work with families, especially with young families, 
with children from Orthodox families; briefing down the 
influence and holding only big events, religious rites and 
ceremonies;

– Weak coordination of the Orthodox Church with state 
and public institutions;

– the Orthodox clergy’s not understanding that old 
methods of influencing on family, as well as the return of 
the Church’s status quo today may not be effective since not 
only the conditions changed, but the object and the subject of 
influence.

– Unwillingness of the Orthodox Church clergy to use 
modern methods and means, not taking into account the 
characteristics of the current generation, their psychology, 
mentality, youth culture etc; inability to conduct such work 
using electronic media and the mass media.

To sum up, it can be noted that the existence of the modern 
Ukrainian family and its evolution seriously affected by 
changes in social, political, spiritual, cultural and educational 
spheres of our society. The family is a reflection of the processes 
taking place in a society, and family can not be isolated 
from them. However, religious leaders believe that the main 
family’s crises consequence is the secularization of society, 
which can be traced in family life. Secularization allows 
to achieve life goals without need to take in consideration 
his/her actions with a supernatural world, if it is potential 
approval or condemnation. This process led a family to the 
loss sacred, secret divine nature. However, modern human is 
becoming the one, who is unable to make a sacrifice for any 
social community, to put the public interests above personal. 
Our society has made concession to the individual and his 
desires. The inevitable consequence of this is decreasement 
of respect in marriage, family values, customs and traditions, 
including the Christian ones. The values were replaced by a 
new set of values that are generally unrelated to spiritual faith. 
The processes that are taking place in the family sphere, put 
forward new requirements: limitations of the men’s dictature, 
reconstruction of hierarchical relations within the family and 
so on. If the Orthodox Church wants not to lose its role of a 
leading regulator in the sphere, it has to be ready to modernize 
its traditional doctrine of the family.
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Ціннісні орієнтири сучасної української сім’ї: релігієзнавчий 
аспект

На існування української сучасної сім’ї та її еволюцію серйозно впливають 
зміни у соціально–політичній, духовно–культурній та освітній сферах нашого 
суспільства. Сім’я є віддзеркаленням процесів, що відбуваються у суспільстві, і 

вона не може бути ізольованою від них. З свого боку, релігійні діячі вважають, 
що наслідком кризи сім’ї послужила секуляризація суспільства, яка проявилась і 
сімейному житті людини.

Мета статті полягає в тому, щоб показати позицію та особливості 
ставлення православних Церков на проблему інституту сім’ї, а також виявити 
значення та дієвість християнських цінностей в цій сфері в умовах сьогодення.

Проаналізовано погляд православної Церкви на стан сучасної української 
сім’ї та можливості її розвитку шляхом збереження в ній християнських 
цінностей, про які йде мова в соціальному вченні православних Церков. 
Розглянуто значення Церкви як регулятора сімейних відносин на основі її 
багатовікового досвіду.

Виступаючи за збереження православних сімейних цінностей в нових 
соціальних і духовних реаліях, Церква повинна бути готова до модернізації своєї 
традиційної сімейної доктрини, щоб зберегти своє значення одного з провідних 
регуляторів у цій сфері.

Ключові слова: православні цінності, духовно–моральні цінності, шлюб, сім’я.
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Ценностные ориентиры современной украинской семьи: 
религиоведческий аспект

На существование украинской современной семьи и ее эволюцию 
серьезно влияют изменения в социально–политической, духовно–культурной и 
образовательной сферах общества. Семья является отражением процессов, 
происходящих в обществе, и она не может быть изолированной от них. Со своей 
стороны, религиозные деятели считают, что следствием кризиса семьи послужила 
секуляризация общества, которая проявилась и семейной жизни человека.

Цель статьи заключается в том, чтобы показать позицию и особенности 
отношения православных Церквей на проблему института семьи, а также 
выявить значение и действенность христианских ценностей в этой сфере в 
сегодняшних условиях.

Проанализирован взгляд православной Церкви на состояние украинской 
современной семьи и возможности ее развития путем сохранения в ней 
христианских ценностей, о которых идет речь в социальном учении 
православных Церквей. Рассмотрено значение Церкви как регулятора семейных 
отношений на основе ее многовекового опыта.

Выступая за сохранение православных семейных ценностей в новых 
социальных и духовных реалиях, Церковь должна быть готова к модернизации 
своей традиционной семейной доктрины, чтобы сохранить свое значение 
одного из ведущих регуляторов в этой сфере.

Ключевые слова: православные ценности, духовно–нравственные 
ценности, брак, семья.
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осмислення глобальних екологічних проблем у 
праВослаВному ВіроВченні:  

філософсько–релігієзнаВчий аналіз

Аргументовано важливість актуалізації морального аспекту екологічних 
проблем. Метою дослідження є здійснення філософсько–релігієзнавчого аналізу 
особливостей осмислення глобальних екологічних проблем у православному 
віровченні. Розглянуто тлумачення природи у православ’ї, згідно з яким 
вона вважається «храмом Божим», котрий людина зобов’язана доглядати і 
оберігати, а також керуватися у своїй життєдіяльності моральними нормами, 
враховуючи не лише власні потреби та бажання, а можливості природи.

Автором проаналізовано шляхи вирішення екологічних проблем, які 
пропонує православна церква – концепції «нового аскетизму» і «євхаристійного 
способу життя», суть яких полягає в самообмеженні та самоконтролі, 
а також у житті з почуттям вдячності за наявні блага, зокрема перед 
природою. Обґрунтовано дієвість цих концепцій в сучасному світі, оскільки 
вони передбачають передусім зміни у світогляді людини, а це є однією з 
найважливіших умов подолання глобальних екологічних проблем.

Ключові слова: екологічні проблеми, православ’я, «новий аскетизм», 
«євхаристійний спосіб життя».

Початок ХХІ ст. став періодом глобальних змін і 
випробувань в усіх сферах суспільного життя, що вимагає 
від світового співтовариства негайних світоглядних 
трансформацій, адже без них неможливе вирішення 


