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UNITED NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL ORDER:
EXCURSION TO THE RECENT PAST

The possibilities of the UN to maintain peace and security in the international
arena are considered as one of the Organizations priorities and a means of
strengthening its authority. The purpose of the article is to elucidate the theoretical
and applied principles of implementation of the UN policy of maintaining peace
and security, based on the liberal and realistic approaches of the basic theories of
international relations. As a methodological basis of the study, the necessity of a
systematic (the UN definition as the leading world social and political actor designed
to perform a set of functions at the international level), structural (consideration
of organizations and other UN structural units) and regulatory (registration and
coverage of the appointment of basic documents, regulating the activities of the
United Nations in this area) analysis of these approaches.
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(cmammsi OpYyKyEmMvCsi MOBOIO OPULIHATLY)

Introduction. During the history of the United
Nations peacekeeping remains one of the priorities of the
organization. With the emerging challenges and threats the
need to strengthen the capacity and credibility of the UN
in maintaining international peace and security remains an
important objective of this international organization. The
general principles of the UN, such as peacekeeping activities,
are defined in the Charter, which is the foundation of modern
international law. A considerable practical experience in
peacekeeping operations is gained on different levels, from
local to international, but legal frameworks of the activity
of the UN continue causing debates among the subjects of
international law. There is a strong need to improve legal
tools to ensure an undeniable role of the UN in the system
of international security, and to prevent the abuse of power
and violation of fundamental norms of international law.
At this point, the role of the UN in the maintenance of the
world order can be interpreted in terms of liberal and realist
theories of international relation.

Brief Review of Literature. The bibliographic base of
the submitted article is formed primarily by documentary,
reference and normative sources, the feature of which is
their electronic format. The edition «U.S. Diplomacy. A
Brief History of U.S. Diplomacy» deserves special attention.
«U.S. Diplomacy. A Brief History of US Diplomacy»,
which presents an analysis of both theoretical foundations
and applied tasks of American diplomacy. The purpose and
tasks of our work have made it necessary to apply to the
documentary and reference sources: «United Nations. The
United Nations and Human Rights», «United National
official homepage», «CIA. The World Factbook» and others
that allow for a comprehensive analysis of the UN activities
in the peacekeeping and security sectors.
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The purpose of the article. The purpose of this article
is to consider the United Nations policy on human rights
and social development in terms of a liberal approach to
international relations and the position of realism in defining
security policy. In determining the tasks of the article, the
authors draw attention to the fact that the liberal paradigm
was gradually formed in the depths of realism.

Results. The realist thesis of radical difference of political
interactions within a state and internationally is not being
questioned, but at the same time liberals believe that the
whole nature of international relations is changing toward
«mature anarchy» in which Western liberal democracies are
able to play the role of guarantor of international security and
progress are made available to all, including the weak states
and ordinary individuals [1]. Proponents of liberalism agree
with the statement that since the international community has
no sovereign, the international system is anarchic in terms of
relations of domination and subordination. Considering the
safety aspect, liberals believe that the idea of international
cooperation is more successful than the classical realist
views on the conflict (U.S. Diplomacy). The basis of the
liberals «views is the idea of the moral and political unity of
humanity and inseparable human rights» [2].

Supporters of idealism are always accompanied by the
conviction of the possibility of achieving everlasting peace
between the people either by the legal and moral regulation
of international relations, or in other ways related to the
historical necessity of self-realization. The liberal theory
of international relation was enhanced by the neoliberalism,
a theory that puts emphasis on economic cooperation
between countries as the main regulator of world security
and cooperation [1; 2]. The structure of the UN has various
organs responsible for cooperation in the sphere of human
right and economic cooperation, which clearly shows that
the UN adopted many of the liberal and neoliberal principles
in the maintenance of world order.

The UN always aimed to ensure human rights and
freedoms since 1945, when the founding nations decided
that such severe violations of the human rights as during the
World War II should never reoccur again. According to the
UN official website, human rights and human dignity are the
pillars of justice and peace in the world (United Nations) [3].
For these purposes, the UN developed a whole network of
human rights organizations and bodies with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights as a core value. The main
bodies dealing with human rights are the General Assembly
(with its supplementary body the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices affecting the Human Rights
of the Palestinian People and other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories) and the Economic and Social Council (with
the Commission on Human Rights, the Commission on the
Status of Women, and the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice as its supplementary bodies) (United
Nations) [4].

The UN is also responsible for the establishment of
international standards of human rights to ensure that they
are observed equally in every member state. The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the Declaration on
the Right to Development (1986), and the Declaration on
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
do not bear legal means of enforcement, however, most
countries adopted their main points in national constitutions
and legislature (United Nations). On the other side, The
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International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights provide legal binding of all human rights agreements
(United Nations) [5]. The UN human rights agreements are
supported by the world community on conventional and
legal levels, which creates a stable basis for certain common
understanding of the core values lying in the core of the
international order.

Despite strong differentiation of nations into rich and
poor and various corporations establishing their influence
worldwide, the UN is seeking opportunities to contribute
to world countries’ prosperity through its social and policy
making institutions. The 2005 World Summit Outcome
reaffirmed the leading role of the UN in the design,
implementation, and coordination of developmental goals
(Council on Foreign Relations). Currently, the ECOSOC is
working on its upgrade to a full economic body titled Global
Economic Council. The body should be a new version of
G20 that ensures enough representation to the third—world
countries. The Council is supposed to have 25 seats, 16 of
which will be given to four main economic regions: Africa,
America, Asia, and Europe. The other nine seats will be
spread among countries with greatest GDP in order not to
undermine big economies’ significance (Vestergaard and
Wade) [6].

Currently, the UN plays a great role in the developing
countries due to its multiple programs in fighting poverty,
building democratic societies, protecting an environment,
empowering women, and growing national capacity. The
UN top donors are Japan, Norway, United Kingdom, the US,
Sweden, Netherlands, and Canada, which clearly shows the
important role of the UN in wealth distribution from rich
countries to poor ones (UNDP). Such economic cooperation
between the rich and the poor countries is possible only
due to United Nations intermediation and its multiple
developmental programs. However, the UN’s aid is possible
only when governments value human rights and freedoms.

A great example of the UN’s economic role in
maintaining the balance between rich and poor countries is
Myanmar. The UN always criticized inhumane treatment of
women and children in Myanmar and the country did not
have any significant donations and investments until 2009,
when ASEAN established an Intergovernmental Commission
on Human Rights with Myanmar as one of its members
(IWGIA). Transition to civilian government 2011 and better
enforcement of the human rights laws resulted in Myanmar’s
economic growth and increase in foreign investments (CIA).
Although there is no direct influence of the UN on Myanmar
economy, there is a direct relationship between the human
rights and world community’s aid [7; 8]. The leading role in
such system belongs to the UN. Therefore, one can conclude
that both economic and human rights policies of the UN
correspond to the liberal vision of the international relations.

The supporters of the political realism paradigm believe
that states should not rely on the international organizations
in ensuring peace and stability due to the absence of
supreme political power over the nations and legal and
moral standards. No one, other than the state (through its
political leadership) is interested in its security, therefore,
each state tries to increase its strength (U.S. Diplomacy)
[1]. However, in doing so, it violates the security of other
states that are trying to catch up with it and surpass the force
of a troublemaker. This security race takes the form of a
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vicious circle in which states develop through competition
with each other.

The UN recognizes each state’s desire to be on the
safe side, therefore, built its security policy with regard to
representation of member states’ security interests. The UN
serves as a permanent forum for disarmament negotiations,
making recommendations and initiating studies in this area.
It supports the multilateral negotiations in the Conference
on Disarmament and other international bodies. As a result
of these negotiations, the Treaty on the Non—Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (1968) and the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty (1996) were concluded (United Nations).
The Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency
ensures that nuclear materials and equipment are used
for peaceful, not military, purposes through a system of
safeguards agreements. The Organization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons in Hague collects information on
chemical objects around the world and regularly conducts
inspections to monitor compliance with the Chemical
Weapons Convention (UNOADA) [5; 9; 10; 11].

As part of its peacekeeping operations, the UN helps the
warring parties come to an agreement through diplomatic
means. The Security Council in its efforts to maintain
international peace and security can recommend ways to
avoid conflict and restore balance of power, for example,
through negotiations or recourse to the International Court
of Justice (United Nations Security Council). The Secretary
General plays an important role in peacekeeping. He may
bring to the attention of the Security Council any matter,
which, in his opinion, threatens international peace and
security. Any attempts to extrapolate the conflict outside
the UN’s sphere of competence results in disapproval of
the other UN members [3; 4]. Basically, the UN does not
have effective means of limiting nation’s aggression or
development of nuclear weapons, however, other states may
find such actions as a threat to their own security and use
the UN as and effective tool for realization of their national
interest. The example with the US sending troops in omission
of the UN’s decision proves the importance of the UN as a
mediator of international conflicts.

After the events of 9/11 Bush Administration expressed
concerns that Iraq had weapons of mass destruction. The
Congress authorized the use of force against Iraq, however,
George Bush wanted to gain the UN support before taking
any steps. The Security Council, hastened by the US,
adopted Resolution 1441 that gave Iraq an opportunity to
comply with the US disarmament demands, yet, Iraq ignored
the resolution. On February 24, 2003, the US, the UK, and
Spain introduced the second resolution that authorized
the immediate use of force against Iraq, though, Russian
Federation, Germany, and France did not support it due to
the lack of evidences (CNN World). The war against Iraq
began on March 19, 2003 without Security Council approval
(Goldenberg). Such actions resulted in Europe’s moral
disapproval of the US actions although George Bush managed
to maintain good relations with Germany, France, and Russia
(Gordon). Such actions of the US had serious consequences
on further understanding of global issues. The US initiative
to resolve the Syrian crisis was opposed by Russia and China
during the Security Council vote on February 5, 2012. The
US Ambassador Rice was very displeased with Russian and
Chinese vetoes and blamed Russian for delivering weapons
to Assad. At that point, Russian foreign minister used totally
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realist rhetoric by saying that Russia did not affect the
regional balance of power (CNN). This case study shows the
UN role in negotiations between main political actors and
results of ignoring the Security Council’s decisions. There
is no direct evidence that US war against Iraq without UN
consent resulted in Russian and Chinese vetoes, however, it
was obvious that both Russia and China used their permanent
seats in Security Council weaken the US influence on world
affairs [12; 9].

Conclusions. The UN maintains international order with
regard to liberal and realist approaches. On the one side, the
UN promotes the universal human rights and cooperation
between rich and poor countries. On the other side, it became
a supranational body that articulates security interests of
its members. The case of Myanmar showed that economic
growth and foreign investments correlate with recognition
human rights and freedoms at least formally. The case of
War in Iraq demonstrated that UN remains an influential
body that represents security interests of its members.
Omitting the Security Council’s decisions may result in
harsh consequences for peacekeeping activities that require
multilateral consent.

References

1. U.S. Diplomacy. A Brief History of U.S. Diplomacy [Electronic
resource] / U.S. Diplomacy. — N.p., n.d. — 2 May, 2014. — Access mode:
http://www.usdiplomacy.org/diplomacytoday/values/theories.php

2. United Nations. The United Nations and Human Rights
[Electronic resource] // United Nations Centre for Human Rights. —
N.p., 1996. — 2 May, 2014. — Access mode: http://www.un.org/rights/
dpil774e.htm

3. United National official homepage [Electronic resource]. —
Access mode: http://www.un.org/

4. United National Systems of Organizations [Electronic resource].
—Access mode: http://www.unsystem.org/

5. About the United Nations [Electronic resource]. — Access mode:
https://archive.is/20121205094335/www.un.org/aboutun

6. Council on Foreign Relations. UN World Summit Outcome,
2005 [Electronic resource] / Council on Foreign Relations. — N.p., 15
Sept. 2005. — 3 May, 2014. — Access mode: www.cfr.org/international—
organizations—and-alliances/un—world—summit—outcome—2005/p22092

7. CIA. The World Factbook [Electronic resource]. — N.p. — 31 May,
2014. — Access mode: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the—
world—factbook/geos/bm.html

8. IWGIA. ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human
Rights [Electronic resource] // IWGIA. — N.p., n.d. — 3 May, 2014. —
Access mode: http://www.iwgia.org/human-rights/regional-bodies—and—
mechanisms/asean—intergovernmental-commission—on—human-rights

9. CNN World. CNN.com — U.S., U.K., Spain introduce new Iraq
resolution [Electronic resource] / CNN.com International — Breaking,
World, Business, Sports, Entertainment and Video News. — N.p.; 25
Feb. 2003. — 3 May, 2014. — Access mode: http://edition.cnn.com/2003/
WORLD/meast/02/24/sprj.irq.wrap/

10. CNN. Russia, China veto U.N. action on Syria; opposition group
calls for strike.com [Electronic resource] / CNN. — N.p., n.d. — 2 May,
2014. — Access mode: http://edition.cnn.com/2012/02/04/world/meast/
syria—unrest/

11. Council on Foreign Relations. UN World Summit Outcome,
2005 [Electronic resource] // Council on Foreign Relations. — N.p.,; 15
Sept. 2005. — 3 May, 2014. — Access mode: www.cfr.org/international—
organizations—and-alliances/un—world—summit—outcome—2005/p22092

12. Goldenberg S. War on Iraq begins [Electronic resource] //
Guardian — N.p., 19 Mar. 2003. — 3 May 2014. — Access mode: http:/
www.theguardian.com/theguardian/2013/mar/19/iraq—war—saddam—
bush—starts—2003

Bynvoeniok C. C., kanoudam norimuunux Hayx, Ooyenm, 0oyeHm
Kageopu nonimonoeii ma nayionanvnoi 6esnexu, J{BH3 «Kuiscvokuii
nayionanbHull ekonomiunuil ynigepcumem imeni Baouma I'emvmana»
(Yxpaina, Kuis), bysveet@i.ua

36ipHKK HaykoBMX npaub «[ines: HaykoBUiA BICHUK»

Manentox 0. M., xkanouoam nonimuunux nayx, 0oyexm, OOyeHm
Kaghedpu nonimonoeii ma nayionanwnoi 6esnexu, JJBH3 «Kuiscokuil
HayioHaNbHULl eKOHOMIYHUL YHieepcumem imeni Baouma ['emvmana»
(Ykpaina, Kuis), mjm@ukr.net

Opranizanis O6’e¢ananux Haniii Ta mizknapoauuii nopsiiok:
eKCKYPC Yy HeJaBHE MUHYJIe

Poszanadaiomvea moxcnueocmi OOH niompumyeamu mup ma Oesnexy na
MIDCHAPOOHILl apeHi Ak 00He 3 npiopumemuux 3aeoanv Opeanizayii ma 3acio
3MmiyHenHs T aemop y. Memorw c i € 3’ACY6AHHA MeopemuyHuUXx
i npuknadunux 3acad peanizayii nonimuku OOH 3 niompumanns mupy ma
besneku, CRUpAlOYUCs HA I0epaibHull I peanicmudHull  nioxoou 06a308ux
meopitt  MidichapoOonux eionocun. Ak memooonoziuna 0cHO8a OOCTIONCEHH
0bIpyHmosyemuvcs Heooxionicme cucmemnozo (éusnavenns OOH sk npogiono2o
CBIM0B020  COYIANLHORO | NOAMUYHO20 AKMOPd, NOKAUKAHO2O 30IICHIO8AMU
KOMNIEKC (YYHKYIN HA MIJICHAPOOHOMY PIHI), CIPYKMYpPHO20 (p032110 opeanizayiil
ma inwux cmpykmypnux nioposoinie OOH) ma nopmamugno—npasoeozo (ixcayis
1 8UCBIMICHHSA NPUSHAYEHHA DA308UX OOKYMEHMIB, AKI Pe2naMeHmyIons OislbHiCMb
OOH 6 naszeaniil yapuni) ananizy 6Ka3anux nioxoois.

Knrouosi cnosa: Opeanizayis O6 conanux Hayitl, miscnapoonuii (ceimoguit)
NOpAOOK, MidCHApoOHa Oesneka, nibepanizm, ideanizm, peanizm, MINCHAPOOHA
nonimuKa.
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CniBBIAHOLLEHHA CYBEPEHITETY | HALHALIIOHAJIbHOCTI
B MOJIITUKO—TPABOBIV MPAKTULII
€sproneicbkoro Colosy

Memoito cmammi € 3’scyéanns cniggionowenna cygepenimenty ma OCHOBHUX
o3naxk naonayionanvrocmi na npukiadi €eponeticokoco Coiozy, 3 oenady na
nocunenns Haykogoi 3ayikaenenocmi 0o npobnem gyuryionysanns €C. V.
cmammi  npoananizosanHo OCHOBHI PUCU HAOHAYIOHATLHOCMI MA 6CMAHOEIEHO
sionosionicms  €eponeticokoco  Coi03y OCHOBHUM —O3HAKAM HAOHAYIOHATLHOT
opeanizayii. Busnauenns puc HaoHayionaneHOCmi 0aio HAM 3MO2Y NpOGecmu
ananiz ocodonusocmell peanizayii 0epxrHcasHo2o cyseperimenty 8 ymosax €epocoiosy
36adicalo  Ha 11020 HAOHAYIOHATLHY Npupody. 3  Memoio  6CMAaHOGIeHH s
ocobusocmell nposgy 0epocagno2o cysepenimenty ¢ €6pocoiosi 6y10 nposedeHo
ananiz  noansaodie  HAYKOBYIE w000 NUMANHA  OOMEdICeHHs Uil POZUUDEHHs
cyeepenimemy depaicas—uienie €eponeticokozo Coro3y.

Kniouosi Ceponeticokutt  Coros,  cysepenimen,
cyeepenimem, HAOHAYIOHATBHICMb, HAOHAYIOHANBHA OP2AHI3AYISA.

cnoea: OepaicagHuil

Y XXI cromitti €Bpona nepexuBae 0COOIMBUI eTamn
PO3BUTKY. 3a HETPUBAJINIA ITEPioj Yacy BOHA BCTUIJIA 3a3HATH
C€KOHOMIYHHX, TTIOJIITHYHHX Ta COLiabHUX Kpu3. Cepen psimy
npobieM MO)KHA Ha3BaTH IHCTUTYLIWHY KpHU3y, Mirpario,
cermapartu3M, TEPOPHCTHYHI 3arpo3d TOIIO. Bupimenus
CHUIBHUX s €BpomM MNpOoOJIEeMHUX NHTaHb MOTpedye
AKTHBHOI 3aJy4eHOCTI KOXHOI 3 JepkaB y Ii BUpIIICHHS,
110 TATHE 32 00010 HEOOXiTHICTh JeNeTyBaHHs JeprKaBOIO
YAaCTHHHM CyBEPEHHHUX IIPaB Ha KOPHCTh HaJHAIIOHAIBHHX
00’eqranp (y €Bpomi TakuM BHU3HAIOTH CBPONEHCHKHIA
Cor03). 3Baxkaloul Ha Te, IO caMe CYBEpEHITET € TOIo
IIPOBIZTHOIO O3HAKOIO, SIKA BH3HAYAE JIEPKaBY, SIK JCPIKaBY,
BO)XJIMBUM € TapaHTyBaHHS il 30€peXeHHs CyBEepeHITETY.
BigmoBigHo,  HaWakTyalpHINIMMH  IpoOJeMaMH,  sKi
CTOATh HA TOPSAAKY JICHHOMY € HE JIUIIEe BH3HAYEHHS Ta
BPEryJIIOBaHHS MPOOJIEMHUX JUIS €BPOIEHCHKOT CHIJIBHOTH
MMUTaHb, @ i TapaHTYBaHHS KOXHIN 3 JepikaB 30eperKeHHS
CBOI'O CyBEpEHITETY.

BincyTHicTh OHHO3HaYHOI TOYKH 30py MIONO PO3Y-
MIHHSI CyBEpeHITeTy Ta OcoOIMBOCTEl ioro peamizamii y
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