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GLASS DECORATIVE ITEMS FOUND IN BARDA

During archeological excavations in Barda large quantities of glass products
have been discovered, and their research suggests an existence of glassware
production in this ancient city of Azerbaijan. Among these things the decorative
glassware items, especially bracelets, rings and beads comprise the majority. The
glass beads found in Barda were similar to those beads discovered in Kiev. The item
and mold found among the archaeological monuments in Kiev, with the name of
Barda master (jeweller) and place) confirms extensive economic and trade relations
of Barda with the surrounding cities. It is known that Barda was the capital of
Albania (Azerbaijan) in the Middle Ages (V-X centuries) and located at the center
of highways connecting East—West routes.

Keywords: Azerbaijan, Barda, art, archeology, glass, rings, ornaments.

(cmamms OpyKyEMbCsi MOBOIO OPUSIHATY)

During the archeological excavations in Barda, which
was the capital of Albania (Azerbaijan) in the Middle
Ages (V=X centuries), large quantities of glass items were
discovered. The study of this archeological glass material
allows studying the history of the formation and development
of glassware production in this ancient city of Azerbaijan. It
is a glass decorative items that are of great interest among
glassware.

During the archeological excavations conducted in
Barda, glass decorations from the antique period to the
late Middle Ages were discovered in all cultural strata —
bracelets, rings and beads [1]. Study of those glass samples
suggests that the production of glass decorations in Barda
began in ancient times [2]. Glass decorations discovered
during archaeological excavations at and around the city of
Barda, including the «Shortepe» Monument, were dated to
ancient and early medieval ages (from the 3rd century BC to
the 7th century AD) with other archaeological evidence [3].
The study of these glassware products confirms the fact that
decorative items made of different types and sort of glass
(bracelets, rings and beads) are one of the main symbols of
urban life [4]. The extensive development of craft of glass
decorations in Barda is confirmed by numerous material
remains of that period discovered from archaeological
monuments. This is clearly visible in the objects discovered
during archaeological excavations. Large quantities of glass
decorations discovered in Barda recently allow to determine
the place and role of the glass in the economic life of the
urban population [5].

The bracelets, which are of great interest among glass
decorations found in Barda’s discoveries, are very different
in shape and color. Quantitative analysis of glass bracelets
shows that they are one of the most common types of
decorative items. It was used not only by the youth, but
also by the elders, too. Similarities of Barda glass bracelets
have been also found in Azerbaijani cities such as Ganja,
Shamakhi, Shabran, Nakhchivan, Baku and in ancient and
medieval cities of neighboring countries. Glass bracelets
found in Barda differ according to shape, size, color and
other components. This is due to the fact that there were
several craftsmen entities in Barda with its own special style.
Speaking about the production technology of glass bracelets,
we can say that there was no specialization between the
masters for the production of glass bracelets (for making
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smooth—circular, costiform, twisted, etc. forms). It seems to
us that the color and shape of the glass bracelets depended on
the customer. They basically ordered black colored bracelets.
Their shape depended on the purpose of producing those
grass bracelets. If the purpose of this item was decoration,
then a master used to bring glass stick to the necessary form.
If it were related to any symbolic meaning, then color had
played a major role here. While watching the chronology of
the different types of Barda bracelets, it turns out that starting
from the first Middle Ages, three types of glass bracelets have
been spread: the body is circular, smooth—flat and twisted.
The remaining bracelets have emerged in the middle ages,
but not widely spread. Rings also occupy special place among
Barda glass decorations. Various sized and colored glass rings
were a favorite decorative item. However, glass rings are not
widespread compared to other types of glass decorations
(beads and bracelets). Whereas a total of 31 glass rings
were found during archaeological excavations conducted
in Beylagan, Baku, Ganja, Nakhchivan, Shamakhi, Gabala,
Shabran, only 3 glass rings were found in Barda. The Barda
glass rings, which are few in number, do not allow them to be
characterized technologically. These are generally the same,
i.e. made of transparent and colorless glass. These rings were
found from the IX—XII century’s stratum. The diameter of one
of them is 11 mm. Therefore, we think that it had been used
not as a ring, but as other decorative item. Glass rings with
normal dimensions (18-22 mm) had also been discovered
from Barda excavations [6].

One of the most widespread types of decorative items
found in Barda is the beads. They bear completely different
information from the morphological and technological
aspects. Up to now, more than 300 glass beads have been
discovered from Barda excavations. It is possible to divide
them morphologically into several groups. This glass beads
have round, rhombic, tubular, helical, costiform and conical
forms. Two small glass beads found in VIII-XI century’s
stratum are different from others due to a number of signs.
These beads are made of cone—shaped dark gray color semi—
transparent glass. These decorative items belonging to the
amulet (eye—shaped bead) group are usually decorated with
one—colored eye picture. It is worth noting that one sample,
found in the Middle Ages stratum, is more interesting when
speaking about the amulet (eye—shaped bead). This is the
only example found in Barda. It is spherical form and made
of light gray glass. All eye—shaped glass beads are relatively
dark-blue.

3 costiform glass beads were found in Barda, which
differ sharply from the shape. This bead is made of
transparent red color quality glass. Other glass beads are
costiform, circular, ball-shaped and multi-sided. They are
made of high quality blue glass in mold. Similar beads
have been found from other archaeological monuments
of Azerbaijan (VIII-IX centuries). Such glassware beads
are mainly distinguished by their size and color. Its other
parameters, i.e. form and production methods are the same.
Because of its shape, the costiform glass beads are very
interesting. They were trapeze—form and made by molding.
The widespread use of these beads refers to the period of the
initial feudalism. In Azerbaijan, such glassware beads were
first discovered in Mingechevir from the 3rd settlement of
the III-VIII centuries. It should be noted that such glassware
beads are not widely spread in subsequent years. In scientific
literature, this kind of glassware beads are called differently.
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For example, V. Diopik called them «multilateral» beads in
his article on the classification of South—Eastern European
beads of VI-IX century [7].

It should be noted that Barda glass beads have different
properties for its shape and even the method of production.
First, Barda glass beads are rounded and produced in gray—
transparent colors. Secondly, their formation has different
technical methods. It seems to us that the master carefully
pressed the glass with a stick made of some material and
gave it an interesting form. 2 bow-shaped glass beads
made of blue colored semi-transparent glass have found
from Barda archeological excavations, which have many
similarities with discoveries found in the Kiev monuments
and belong to the X—XI centuries [8]. It should be noted
here that finding of such imported beads in Barda, as well
as item and the mold found in the archaeological monument
of the city of Kiev, with the name and place of the Barda
master (jeweler) confirms Barda’s extensive economic and
trade relations with the city of Kiev [9, p. 186]. It is known
that Barda, the capital of Albania (Azerbaijan) in the Middle
Ages (VX centuries), was located in the center of highways
connecting East—West routes [10].

Thus, by summarizing the picture of glass decorative
items found in Barda, we come to a general conclusion: the
first is that most of the glass decorative items found in Barda
are products of locally made beads. Secondly, imported glass
decorations have been discovered in Barda, which has resulted
in a quantitative increase in those products. Thirdly, it is
possible to state on the basis of glass decorations that after the
9th century Barda had close relations not only with the cities
of Caucasus, but also with the cities of the West and East.
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CrJistHi 1exkopaTuBHi BUpoOu, 3Haiigeni B bapai

11io uac apxeonoziunux poskonok y bapoi 6yno euaseneno eenuxy KinbKicmo
6Up06i6 3i CKIa, I IX O0CIONCEHHS NPUNYCKAIOMb ICHY8AHHS BUPOOHUYMEBA CKIAHO20
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nocyoy 8 ybomy cmapooaenvomy micmi Asepbaiioxncany. Ceped Hux enemeHnmu
Odekopamusnozo nocyody, ocobaugo Gpaciemu, Kintbys I HAMUCUHU, CKAAOAIOMb
oinvwicmo. Crasani namucmunxu, suaideni ¢ bapoi, dyau cxooci na mi namucma,
aki Oyau euseneni 6 Kuesi. Ilpeomem i ysine, 3nailoeHi ceped apxeonoiuHux
nam 'smox 6 Kuesi, 3 in’sim maticmpa bapou (i0eenipa) i micys) niomeepooicyioms
GeNUKI eKOHOMIYHI | mopaosenvhi eionocunu bapou 3 omouyiouumu micmamu.
Bioomo, wo Bapoa 6ye cmonuyero Andanii (Azepbaiioscarn) 6 cepeoHi 8iKu
(V-X cm.) I posmawoeanuii 6 yenmpi asmomazicmpanei, wo CHOTY4aONs
mapupymu Cxio—3axio.

Kniwuosi cnosa: Asepoaiioncan, bapoa, mucmeymeso, apxeonozis, cKio,
KIbYsl, NPUKPAci.
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Hay4HbIl COTPYAHMK oTaena

«AsepbaiipxaHckana duacnopa», MHcTutyT

NcTopum nm. A. A. BakbixaHoBa HAHA
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A3EPBANIKAHCKAA AVACTOPA B TyPUUU
B 20-30 rogax XX BEKA

Paccmampusaiomes nekomopvle 60npoCl 0esmenbHOCm a3epoaiolNCcancKol
Ouacnopel. Ommeuaemcs, 4mo OHA GO3HUKIA 6 pe3yibmame OUMENIbHbIX
ucmopuueckux npoyeccos. B opmuposanuu  azepoaiioncancko  ouacnopul
Typyus 3anumaem ocovoe mecmo. Tax kax 6 20-m eexe Azepbaiiodcan nepedxncun
HECKONbKUX MUSPAYUil.

Takowce, npociexcusaemcs npoyecc Qopmuposanus — azepoaioHCaHcKoll
ouacnopet 6 Typyuu nocie pacnada ADR, co30annvix 6 2mo epems ux opeanusayuil,
opearos npeccul u ux npoone.

Knwoueswre cnosa: ucmopus cmpanst, 0uacnopa, muepayus.

(cmammsi OpyKyemuvcsi MOBOIO OPUSIHANLY)

Kpax AzepOaiimxanckoii [lemokparndeckoii Pecriyonuku
B 1920 romy mpuBeno K MPUTOKY 0Opa30BaHHBIX IpaXkJaH B
3apyOe)KHBIE CTPaHBIL. BONBIIMHCTBO MMMHUIPAHTOB HAILIH
yoexwumie B Oparckoit Typuuu, 5Ta CTpaHa, CTajgo LEHTPOM
azepOaiiHkaHCKUX OSKEeHIEB pa30pOCAHHBIX 110 BCEMY MHDY.

IMocne pacmaga Hapomnoro ¢poHTa mpeacTaBuUTEh
naptun Mycasar M. O. Pacyn3ane ObUT apecToBaH, a 3aTeM
Obu1 ocBOOOKIEeH CranmuubiM K otmpasieH B Mocksy. C
IOMOUIbIO TaliHOHU opranu3anuu Mycasar M. O. Pacynsazne
OBUT BBIHYXKAEH SMUTPHPOBaTh 3a rpaHuly. B 1922 romy
OH ornpaBuwics u3 OuunsHAMK Bo DpaHIMIO, a OTTyIa
B Typumio. OmuH W3 mpenctaBuTeneil maprum MycaBar
Mupia bana Mawmensane B csoeMm Tpyzae «HauuonansHoe
JBIDKEHHEY, MHcal, 4To 1o mpuesna M. D. Pacymsane
npencTaBuTeNu azepoaitpkanckoil murpauuu B CramOyie
OBUTH HEIUCIUIUIMHAPOBAHHEI U B XKAJIKOM COCTOSHHU [7,
c. 177].

[IpuexaB B Typuuro B 1922 romy, M. 3. Pacynsazne B
KadecTBe JHAEpa M MPEeACTaBUTENs MapTuu co3nan «biopo
Wnocrpanusix Tocymaper» (Bropo 3apy6exnbix Crpan)
[4, c. 177]. NHOCTpanHOe bBropo OBUT opraHoM, KOTOPBIi
OCYLIECTBIIST ~ HAA30p HAJX JIEITEIbHOCTBIO  MapTUH
Mycasar. CocraB llenrpansnoro Kommrera Bropo Obun
OTHOCHTEIBHO OOJBIINM, H3—3a ITOTO KIFOYEBBIE BOIIPOCHI
pemanucs B [Ipesnnuyme, B cocTaB KOTOPOTO BXOJHIIH TPOE
— M. D. Pacymzazme, Xamun XacmamenoB u Mamen Canguk
AxyHn3aze.

CymecTBoBano HEOOXOAUMOCTh B CO3JaHUM HOBOH
opranuzauuu nomMumo MHHocTtpanHoro bropo KoTopbii,
ObLT  cO37aH  NPEJCTAaBUTENSIMH  IapTuu  Mycasart.
Hamm cooTe4eCcTBEHHMKH XOpOIIO MOHWMAIM, 4YTO AT
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