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The role of negative trends in wetlands in the functioning and species diversity of 
ornithofauna 

Volontsevich Alexander  
In the article the short historical analysis of a level of wetland bird  investigations within Kharkiv city 

and Kharkiv region is carried out . The composition of bird communities in some regional wetland 
ecological systems was studied during nesting and wintering periods. The declining of the most of 
wetland bird species in all of investigated regional wetland ecological systems was registered during last 
5-15 years. From them the most vulnerable species are Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus), Redshank (Tringa 
totanus), Marsh Sandpiper (T. stagnatilis), Common Gull (Larus canus) and others. The cause of 
declining is the biotope transformations conditioned mainly by the water level change  in  investigated 
reservoirs.  

Keywords: ornithocomplex, ornithofauna, wetland birds, ecological system, the water level 
change, the biotope transformation.  
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