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NIKITENKO I.S., POLIN S.V. Origin of building stone of Aleksandropol barrow crep-
idoma and stone shield. 

Summary. Alexandropol barrow, which is located in the Dnipropetrovsk region, is one of the largest 

Scythian burial mounds. In the middle of the XIX century it had a crepidoma, which was a stone lining 

at the base, as well as a stone shield, which did not survive. As a result of the excavations of the mound 

ditch, stones have been found that may relate to the rocks used in the construction of the Scythians 

crepidoma and shield. The determination of the origin of the rocks has been an important issue. 

The goal of the authors was to identify the types of stones used in the construction of the lining and 

the shield of Alexandropol barrow, as well as their places of production. 32 rock samples were collect-

ed. The collection includes almost all rocks (except sandstones) which were faced during excavations. 

In the course of petrographic studies the rocks and minerals were divided into following groups: 1) 

granitoids; 2) vein quartz; 3) metabasites; 4) ferruginous quartzites; 5) limestone; 6) gypsum; 7) schist; 

8) metasomatic rock; 9) marbled limestones pebbles; 10) feldspar. 

The granitoids are vein leucocratic aplite-like and pegmatoid plagiogranites. Their nearest manifes-

tations occur in the valleys of the rivers Solona, Bazavluk, Chortomlyk and Mokra Sura. Metabasites 

(metadolerites and amphibolites) may also come from these rivers basins. The nearest major manifesta-

tion of quartz (quartzite) is located at the point of confluence of the river Solona into the Bazavluk river. 

There are thick quartz veins in the bodies of aplite-pegmatite granitoids of the area. The quartz pebbles 

may originate from the valleys of the local rivers. The flattened shape and good roundness of two 

quartz pebbles can be an indicative of their marine origin. The ferruginous quartzites could be brought 

from the Kryvyi Rih basin. Major manifestations of limestone are located at the line going from Kryvyi 

Rih to Zaporizhia, but the studied sample may refer to other complexes of sedimentary rocks as well. 

The pebbles of marbled limestone may be of the Crimean origin. Gypsum aggregates occur in the local 

red-brown clays of the Pliocene age. Other rocks (metasomatic rocks, schists) are locally manifested in 

the complexes of granitoids and amphibolites of the Middle Dnieper. Sandstones are rarely found on 

the right bank part of the Dnipropetrovsk region and are more common for the left-bank one. 

The results of investigations showed that the majority of the studied rocks is of local origine. The 

main sources of stones were manifestations in the valleys of the rivers Bazavluk, Solona and Mokra Su-

ra. Most of the minerals and rocks (quartz, gypsum, ferruginous quartzites, quartz and marble pebbles) 

are highly decorative. They could be of particular importance for the Scythians, having a sacral role in 

the funeral ceremony. 

Key words. Dnipropetrovsk region, Scythian burial mounds, stone artifacts, petrography, raw stone. 

 

 

 

   12  2015 . 
   . . . . 

 


