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«  man alone in a chair. He refers to another chair which it empty» 
[6, .270]. 

’ . ’ .  « ’ » –  1, 2, 3. 
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. ’ .  «

?» :
Mr Williams (Mr Burbaze, Clarence, Archbishop, Cabinet Minister, I.V. Director) 
Mr Vernon (Mr Bavestock, Senior Civil Servant, Mr Clapton, Piano Engineer) 
Mr Putney (Ship’s Steward, Junior Civil Servant, Solicitor, Trade Union Leader, 

Interviewer). 
Women 

Sybil (Miss Rugg, Mrs Clacton, Mrs Treplanchy, Mrs Durbage) 
Miss Steward (Miss Grabble-Harmsworth, Mrs Carthage, Mrs Blithempton) 
Miss Huges (Miss Havergall, Flag-selling lady, Miss Linthropp, Girl-Reporter, 

Reseptionist Nun) 
Mrs Whitbrace [12, .71]. 
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’ .
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« »:
GOLDBERG. … “Simey!” my old mum used to shout, “quick before it gets cold”. 

And there on the table what would to see? The nicest piece of gefilte fish you could wish to 
find on a plate. 
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McCAN. I thought your name was Nat. 
GOLDBERG. She called me Simey [10, . 53]. 
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, . , , ’
.  « »: Rusty black narrow trousers too 

short for him. Rusty black sleeveless waistcoat, four capacious pockets. 
Heavy silver watch and chain. Grimy white shirt open at neck, no collar, 
surprising pair of dirty white boots size ten at least, very narrow and 
pointed [6, .480]. 
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, too,
very, at least,
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: White face. Purple nose. Disordered grey hair. 
Unshaven. Very near-sighted (but unspectacled). Hard of hearing. 
Cracked voice. Distinctive int nation. Laborious walk [6, .481]. 
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[2, . 244]. 
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McCAN: We’ll provide skipping rope. 
GOLDBERG: The vests and pants. 
McCAN: The ointment. 
GOLDBERG: The hot poultice. 
McCAN: The finger stall. 
GOLDBERG: The abdomen belt. 
McCAN: The ear plugs. 
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GOLDBERG: The baby powder. 
McCAN: The back scratchier. 
GOLDBERG: The spare type. 
McCAN: The stomach pump. 
GOLDBERG: The oxygen tent. 
McCAN: The prayer wheel. 
GOLDBERG: The plaster of Paris. 
McCAN: The crash helmet. 
GOLDBERG: The crutchers. 
McCAN: A day and night service. 
GOLDBERG: All on the house. 
McCAN: That’s it [10, .93]. 
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:

GOLDBERG: What can you see without glasses? 
STANLEY: Anything. 
GOLDBERG: Take off you glasses. You are a fake. When did you last wash a cup? 
STANLEY: The Christmas before last. 
GOLDBERG: Where? 
STANLEY: Lyons Corner House. 
GOLDBERG: Which on? 
STANLEY: Marbel Arch. 
GOLDBERG: Where is your wife? 
STANLEY: In… 
GOLDBERG: Answer. 
STANLEY: What wife? 
GOLDBERG: What have you done with your wife? [10, . 51–52]. 
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DUFF: Anyway … 
BETH: My skin. 
DUFF: I am sleeping all right these days. 
BETH: Was stinging. 
DUFF: Right through the night, every night. 
BETH: I’d been in the sea. 
DUFF: Maybe it’s something to do with fishing. Getting to learn much about fish. 
BETH: Stinging in the sea by myself. 
DUFF: They are very shy creatures. You’ve got to woo them. You must never get 

excited with them. Or flurried. Never [11, .182]. 
,

,
.

. ,
. ’

, ’ :
DUFF: Anyway… I am sleeping all right these days. Right through the night, every 

night. Maybe it’s something to do with fishing. Getting to learn much about fish. They are 
very shy creatures. You’re got to woo them. You must never get excited with them. Or 
flurried. Never. 

BESS: My skin. Was stinging. I’d been in the sea. Stinging in the sea by myself. 
,  “ »

, ’ .
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.
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’ ,
:

LENN: Do you believe in God? 
MARK: What? 
LENN: Do you believe in God? 
MARK: Who? 
LENN: God. 
MARK: God? 
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LENN: Do you believe in God? 
MARK: Do I believe in God? 
LENN: Yes. 
MARK: Would you stay that again? [10, .111] 
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: A basement room, 2 beds flat against the back wall. A 
serving hatch closed between 2 beds. A door to the kitchen and lavatory 
left. A door to a passage, right [10, . 123]. 
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S.MARKELOVA  

PECULIARITIES OF IMAGERY IN THE PLAYS OF THE THEATRE OF 
THE ABSURD (BASED ON THE WORKS BY S. BECKETT, H. PINTER AND N. 
SIMPSON) 

The paper provides a complex study of the peculiarities of imagery in the plays of the 
Theatre of the Absurd. It is shown that a direct projection of the idea of absurdity of the 
world on the system of imagery leads to the creation and deepening of the effect of the 
absurd, a distinctive feature of the Absurd Drama. Different images are considered: those of 
the characters, some symbolic images as well as the images of artistic time and space. 

Key words: the Theatre of the Absurd, the effect of the absurd, imagery, artistic time 
and space.
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