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particular it is focused on the author’s characteristical choice of the invective 
vocabulary, aimed at creation of a peculiar verbal esthetic space of the literary 
work under study. 

Key-words: invective vocabulary, invective effect, neologism, metaphor, 
Louis-Ferdinand Céline.   
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, , – 
:  – 

system of free enterprising;  – economic 
humanism;  – mass society;
– open society .

, ,
- ,

. ,

.
-

.
,

. ,
. , [6] 

, ,
.

.
" " – "the domino theory" ,

" " -
; -

. ,
 – third world 

countries ,
,

, .
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 – yellow press.  1895 
-
-  The World 

.
.

 New York Journal 
.

 " ". 
,

, .  – golden 
youth – - ,

, .
.

 – ,
.

-
,

.
.

.  ( . ,
. ) ,

’ , ,
, -

, .
 – ,

, "
" [15, .1].

' , ,
 ( )

- .
,

:
1) - : expended (sl) – " "

( ), hardware – " ";
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2) – : withdrawal to prepared 
positions – " ”, to restore order – "

 / ";
3) - : NYR (not yet returned) – " ,

 / 
".

- ,
.

-
:

1) : hawk – "  / ",
milk run – " "; 

2) : blue-on-blue – "
" ( ,

);
3)  – :

surgical strike – "  / " ( ’ ,
(strike – " ") ;

, ’ surgical – " "); 
4) : to fail to win < not to win – " ";
5) ,

: protective reaction (protective – " ", 
reaction – " "); 

6) : adventure (sl) (" ; ,
; " > "  ( , )";

7) -
: Molotov cocktail – " "

( ),
Quaker gun – " - " (

; ).

.
, ,

"
"  [13, . 175]. ,

 (1991) Gulfspeak,
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,
, .

adventure (war) – " ", incident (explosion / 
terrorist attack) – " "; incidents (military disturbances) – 
"  / ", conflict (armed struggle, clash, war) – 
" ", asymmetric conflict (war on terrorism) – 
" " [14; 11; 12] 

, .
,

 ( ), 

( , , .),
 " ", " " [2, .

48]. - :
1) ,

: purg (attack violently) – " ", 
service the target (destroy the enemy) –" "
("The next day what the (Israelis) euphemistically call a "purging 
operation" was effected. In this instance they "purged" Fatah" – Price, 
1971) [14]; 

2) , : civilian
impacting (non-military casualties) – "

" ("Some of the military spoke of "civilian impacting" – 
Simpson, 1991) [14]; 

3) ’ : friendly fire (fratricide) 
" ", incontinent ordnance (mis-hits) " ,

" ("…it 
is very difficult to avoid blue-on-blue, or fratricide, as the Americans 
call it" – de la Billiere, 1992) [14]; 

4) : anti-personnel (1969) 
(designed to kill) – " ", surgical strike (bombing raid) – 
" ", blister agent = chemical – " ,

" ("Anti-personnel weapon" is a sophisticated 
euphemism for "killer weapon" – Pei, 1969) ("…precision bombing is 
"surgical strikes" – Commager, 1972) [14]. 

, , ,
,
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-
,

.
. , "

,  ( ) -
, , , -

- ,
" [4]. . , -

 [7, .2]. -
:

1) ,
, :

– , : pipped (sl) – " ", wasted (sl) – 
" " ("And what do you mean about me being expended" … "He 
has wanted to kill you" – L. Thomas) [14]: 

– , : bouquet (sl) – 
"  / ", souvenir (sl) – " ", iron horse (sl) – 
" ", windmill (sl) – " ", baseball (sl) – " ", 
special weapons – " " ("a considerable number of nuclear 
warheads had been in Special Weapons Stores overrun by the 
offensive") [14]; 

– : fireworks (sl) – "
", saturate (sl) – " ", contact – " "

("The monster raids saturating the enemy’s active and passive systems 
of defence") [16]; 

2) : sterilize – " "
("We sterilize the area prior to the introduction of the R. D. teams") 
[14]. 

,
,

( ), .
,  "

" "
,  ( )
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" [8, .58]; 
;

, .
,

" ". 
, , ’ :

barbwire garters (sl) – " ,
, ,  – ,

" (barbwire – " ", garters – 
" ’ "); the British Order of the Garter – " ’ "; 
dock (sl) – " ", " ", doc – " "; Bore War (sl) – 
" "; Boer War – "

"; Rolls-rough (sl) – " "; Rolls-Royce – " "; 
Scudinavia (sl) – " ,

 Scud; Scandinavia (
).

,
, : Cowboys and Cossacks (sl) – "

- "
( ); Cowboys and Indians – "

 " "; chairborne (sl) – " ,
, "; airborne – " "; 

rumint (sl) – " " (
rumours –" "); humint (human intelligence) – " ,

 ( , )". 

: rest in pieces (sl) – "  (
),  ( )"; glad bag (sl) – 

" ", " "; 
country buster (sl) – " "; blockbuster – " ,

". 
,

, , ,
, . ,

,
 ( ,

, ), , tube – 
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" ", salted weapon – " ", oranges (sour / sweet) – 
"  (  / )".

: trouble (the troubles) (the riots, bombing, 
and continued violence in Northern Ireland during the 70s); protective 
reaction (a bombing raid on an enemy target conducted in self-defence 
or retaliation (but about which there's nothing protective or defensive)); 
surgical strike (a swift military attact, especially a limited air attack);
device (a bomb); body-count (numbers killed in the combat). 

’
: to destabilize (to render a foreign 

government unstable or incapable of functioning); family jewels
(shameful secrets; skeleton in the closet, applied to various underhanded 
activities or operations). 

,
:

 – , ,
,

;
 – , ’

, ,
;

 – , ,
,

, ,
,

;
–

, -
.

. " "
, ,

.
,

, , , .

 [5, .9]. 
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" "  " " , ,
 –  - Your Majesty, ,  – Dear Sirs 

 – 
( , , ) .

, .
,

,
.

-
 " " (Political Correctness - P. C), 

' '

.

. ,
. ,

. - ,
. ,

 "
,

,
/

, , ' , ,
. . " [9, .230].  

,  "  - 
,

, , , ' , " [9, 
.232].  

.  "
,

" [3, .19].  

:
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1. - , '
, ;

2. ,

.
-

.  "Are You Politically Correct? 
" . .
" ' ,

:
, ' ,

, , " [10, .9]  

.

(multiculturalism)  (speech codes).  

, ,
, , , , .

,
 " " (affirmative 

actions ).  
 ( . )  " ,

" [1, .137]. 
 " ", 

" ", " " (misdirected 
laughter). 

: " " (ableism) - 
, " " (ethnocentrism) - 

, , " "
(heterosexism) - 

, " " (lookism) - 
, .

, '

.
.

- ,
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(verbal harassment hate speech). 
,

:
)  – 

, ,
, , ' ;

)  – 
.

, ,
/ : African-

American/Negro, Asian / Oriental, Native American / Indian, senior / 
old, physically hallenged / handicapped, low-income/poor .

,
, ,

 / .

. , , ,
. : N

/ /, NN / - /, N-  / /, , , .
 – 

one neighbouring state,  – one 
diplomatic representative .

, - ,

’ -
.
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.BIRYUKOVA  

SOCIO-POLITICAL LEXICON: COMMUNICATIVE 
DEVIATIONS BY MEANS OF ALLEVIATION AND 
DISCREDITATION 

The article highlights peculiarities of reproducing socio-political 
euphemisms in English and Ukrainian as well as reveals communicative 
deviations by means of alleviation and discreditation. 

Key words: political correctness, pun, euphemism, loan words, allusion. 
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