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G. GAYOVYCH 

PRESCRIPTIVE APPROACH TO LEARNING OF LINGUISTIS 
PHENOMENA: CONTENT, MEANING, PROBLEMS 

The article presents results of research of content, meaning and problems 
of prescriptive approach to learning of linguistic phenomena. In particular, 
based on the dichotomy “descriptive vs prescriptive” it is concluded that 
prescriptive linguistic study holds very special place, moreover, main problems 
of the approach are formulated too. 

Keywords: prescriptive linguistics, descriptive linguistics, norm, 
dichotomy, linguistic standard. 
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«cnawan»)  «witen» (  «witan»).
« »

 « », « », 
« , », 

:
«He knew alle the havenes as they were,  From Gootlond to the 

Cape of Fynystere ...» («
 ...» –  – . .)

«Wel wiste he by the droghte and by the reyn, The yeldynge of his 
seed and of his greyn.» (« , ,

.» –  – . .)
«For aught I woot, he was of Dertemouthe ...» («
, ...» –  – . .)

, ’
,

’
.

 « »,
« », « », « ». 

«Me thynketh it acordaunt to resoun To telle yow al the condicioun 
Of ech of hem, so as it semed me ...» («

, ...» – 
 – . .) 
«Us thoughte it was noght worth to make it wys, And graunted hym, 

withouten moore avys ...» («
...» –  – . .)

«A bettre preest I trowe, that nowher noon ys...» (« ,
...» –  – . .)

«... That ech of yow, to shorte with oure weye, In this viage shal 
telle tales tweye To Caunterbury-ward I mene it so, And homward he 
shal tellen othere two ...» («.. , ,
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 ...» –  – 
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,  XIV 

-(e)s. ,
-(e)s ,

–
eth: «Man sal taa of twa thynges Slyk as he fyndes, or taa slyk as he 
brynges …» («  – 

 ...» –  – . .)
«So priketh hem Nature in hir corages …» («

 ...» –  – . .)

, , .
,

.
,

,
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«A KNYGHT ther was, and that a worthy man, 
That fro the tyme that he first bigan
To riden out, he loved chivalrie, 
Trouthe and honour, fredom and curteisie. 
Ful worthy was he in his lordes werre, 
And therto hadde he riden, man ferre …» 
(« , , ,

,
, , , , ,

,
 ...» –  – 

. .) 
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N. GOVORUN 

SEMANTICS OF THE VERBS OF MENTAL ACTIVITY IN THE 
GENERAL PROLOGUE OF THE CANTERBURY TALES BY 
JEOFFREY CHAUCER 

The article analyses the semantic features of the verbs of mental activity 
in Middle English, considers objective and subjective factors of appealing to 
them in the works of Jeoffrey Chaucer.  

Key words: language identity, predicates of mental activity, factual and 
non-factual verbs, Middle English. 
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