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O. GOLITSYNA 

THE PROBLEM OF THE STATUS OF MINIMAL IDIOMS IN 
MODERN LINGUASTICS. 

Scientist's views on category features of fixed phrases with single full 
component were analysed. The usage of phraseological criteria is suggested for 
identification of minimal idioms' status. General and specific features of MFI  
in comparison with compounding fixed phrase exposed through the 
instrumentality of these phraseological criteria. 

Key words: the fixed phrase, a minimal idiom, phraseological criteria, 
a full subordinate component. 
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-  ( ,
 « », ’

): memorial service (funeral); grief 
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therapist (undertaker); optically darker, visually challenged (blind),
overweight (fat), advanced in years (old);

-  (
, ,

): modern, regular (small); Mexican two-
step, Montezuma’s revenge, Napoleon’s revenge (diarrhea);

- - : Great leveller, final
curtain, call (death); intoxicated, balmy (drunk);

-
, : action, operation,

program (invasion, attack); legally accurate, factually challenged
(containing false information).

,
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, ,
game (war), rectification of 

frontiers, transfer of population (deportation), to stretch the truth, to 
embroider the truth (to lie) [3;9]. 

 – 
,

, : magpie (machine-
gun), company, customer (CIA, FBI), to hemorrhage (to bleed), D & C 
(abortion).  ’
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,
.

,
: democracy 

(dictatorship), rescue mission, brotherly help (invasion) [3;9]. 
 – 

( ,
): vertically challenged (short), physically 

handicapped (crippled), developmentally disabled (retarded), hearing-
impaired (deaf), visually challenged (blind), overweight (fat) [9].

 – 
, .

,
, ,

: large (medium-sized), average-
looking (ugly), embalming surgeon (undertaker), access controller 
(doorman), sanitation engineer (dustman), podiatrist, chiropodist (corn-
cutter) [3;9]. 

 – 
,

 ( ,
, ): Cape of Good Hope, Temple of 

Venus (female genitals), Father of Lies, old boy, Prince of evil (devil), 
Creator, Almighty, Savior (God), to sleep (to be dead), to answer the 
final summons, to pass away (to die) [3;9]. 

 – 
,

, : to re-
engineer (to fire), de-luxe (expensive), economy (cheap), message 
(commercial) [3;9]. 
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» [5, . 9]. 
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, -
 [1;2;7].  

 (doublespeak) 
« » (political correctness), -
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-
:

)  – 
 – 

: old Hornie, Nick, Tempter (devil); the Almighty, the 
Eternal (God); Adam stuff, Eastern substances, E (drugs); XXX (porno 
movie);

)  –  – 
,
,

: device, egg, counter-force 
weapon (bomb); therapeutic misadventure, diagnostic misadventure of 
the highest magnitude (death of a patient); studio (one-room 
apartment);

)  « » –  
 –  ( -

): mobility impaired, inconvenienced, otherly abled 
(crippled); mailperson (mailman); garbologist, sanitation engineer 
(rubbish-collector); yid (Jew).

-

:
- -

;
- -
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: Prince of darkness, Lord of the Flies),

, : to call it quits – 
, to go –  , to join the feathered 

choir – .
, . ,

,

.

:  (limited air strike –
bombing,  to pacify,  to neutralize – to kill; fundamental truth, 
categorical inaccuracy – a lie, to carry a card – to be a member of the 
Communist party),  (pharmacological preference 
(drug addiction), cardiac arrest (heart attack))

 (: starter home (small house), compact car (small car))[5, 
. 10].  

’ ,
« »

.
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-
-  «
» [3; 9]: 

1) old – elderly – golden agers – senior citizens – 
gerontologically advanced, advanced in years, 
chronologically advantaged, chronologically gifted, 
distinguished, experientially enhanced, advanced in years 
( );

2) crippled – handicapped – disabled, handi-capable – 
differently abled  – challenged – special, otherly abled, 
afflicted ( );

3) retarded – special – exceptional ( );
4)  black – darky – colored – African American – non-white 

( );
5) to fire – to select out, to deselect, to dismiss, to lay off, to 

release, to non-renew – to de-layer, to re-engineer, to downsize, to 
restructure, to dehire – to excess, to dislocate, to displace, to rightsize, 
to put into the mobility pool ( ).

,
,



ISBN 966-7773-70-1. .  26, , 2012 

73

: ,

. -
,

.
 – ’ - ,

.

- .

,
’

.

,
,

,
-

.

1. . . -
-

. / . .  // 
. – ., 1988. – . 5-6. 

2. , . . . / 
. . , . . , . . . .: .

« », 2001. – . 210-216. 
3.
. – 14 ., . – ., 2002. – . 570. 
4.  , . .

. : .
. . . . : 10.02.04 / . . . – .: -

, 2005. – 18 .



ISBN 966-7773-70-1. .  26, , 2012 

74

5. . . -
. – . . .

– .: , 2008. – 19 .
6. . . . – 

.: - - . , 1958. – 459 .
7. . . .

. - . . – .:
. . , 1977. – 20 .

8. . .  // . – 
1994. – 3. – . 50-51. 

9. Rawson H. Dictionary of Euphemisms and Other Doubletalk. 
(Revised Edition). – N.Y., Crown Publishers Inc. 1995. – 463p. 

.

- A

- a
.

, ,
;

;

.

: , -
, ,

, .

Y. KOLYADYCH 

FUNCTIONAL AND PRAGMATIC PECULIARITIES OF 
EUPHEMISMS IN THE ENGLISH DISCOURSE 

The article is devoted to the functional and pragmatic characteristics of 
euphemisms in the English language discourse. The author gives classification 
of commonly used, argotic, political euphemisms; identifies specific features of 
euphemistic connotation and reveals functions of euphemistic substitutes  on 
the basis of pragmatic peculiarities while using euphemisms in speech. 

Key words: euphemistic substitute, functional-pragmatic group, 
euphemistic potential, argo, political correctness. 


