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UDK 373.5:355.233«1920»
Oleksandr Toporenko

THE SYSTEM OF INITIAL MILITARY TRAINING OF THE
UKRAINIAN SSR IN 1920s: HISTORICAL-PEDAGOGICAL ASPECT

Y cmammi 0ocnioceno npoyec cmanoenenus i po3eumky cucmemu nOYAMKOBOI GilicbKo60i
niocomoeku 6 oceimi YCPP 1920-x pp. Asmop eusnauae i ananizye OCHOGHI 6uOuU OisibHOCMI
000pPOHHUX MOBAPUCME, NAPMIUHUX | PAOSHCOKUX OpP2aHié 61adu ma iX cnienpayi i3 paosHCbKUMU
wikonamu. Bukonano amaniz Odicepen paosincokoi nedacoziunoi dymku 1920-x pokie 3 6usHauyeuHs
Kamez20pianpHo2o anapamy 00cuiodicysanoi npooremamuku. Pozpobneno i oxapakxmepuzoeano 0CHOBHI
emanu cucmemu NOYAMKOBOI GilICbKOBOI ma OONPU308HOI NIO20MOGKU 3 VUHIECLKOIO MONI000I Mmda
00IpyHmosano ix 3micmosHi Komnonenmu. IIpoananizoeano OCHOGHI MmMeHOeHyii ma HanpsSMKu
nepeuHHOI BilicbKOB0I Ni020MOBKU 3 MO0, SIKA He Hasyanacs. Budinemo nepenix HopmamugHo-
npaeosux OOKYMeHMI8 OCBIMHbO2O MA BIUCLKOBO2O GI0OMCME 6 001acmi No4amkoeoi 6ilicbKo6oi
nio2omoeKu YuHI6CbKoi Mon00i. Buldineno ocnoeHi OocsichHeHms | HeOOMKU PAOAHCLKOI BiliCbKOBO-
nampiomuunoi cucmemu ni020mMoeKu Moaooi.

Knwwuosi cnoea: nouamkosa eilicbkoéa nid2omoexda, OONPU308HA NIO20MOBKA, MOA00b,
oboponno-macosa poboma, I'TO, Bcesobyu, TCOABIAXIM, cnopm, 3axucm Bimuusnu, nedacoziunuil
npoyecc.

B cmamve uccnedosan npoyecc cmaHogieHus u pa3guUmMus CUCMeMbl HAUAIbHOU 60EHHOU
noocomosxu 6 obpaszosanuu YCCP 1920-x ce. Aemop onpedensem u anaiusupyem OCHOGHble 6UObL
OesimenbHOCHU 060POHHBIX 00Wecms, NapMULIHBIX U COBEMCKUX OP2AHO8 6IACTU U UX COMPYOHUYeCm8d
€ COBEMCKUMU WKOAAMU. Bolnoinen ananus ucmoynuxkos coeemckoui nedazozuyeckou mvicau 1920-x
20008 no onpedeneHur KamezopuanbHo2o annapama. Paspabomanel u oxapaxmepuzosanvl 0CHO8HbIE
9MAanvl CuUcMeMbl HAYATbHOU 60EHHOU U OONPU3LIGHON NOO2OMOBKU YUAWEUCs MOI00eXHCU U UX
coodepacamenvrble KOMNOHeHmMbl. IIpOaHATU3UPOBAHBI OCHOGHbIE MEHOeHYUuu 8 00pa308amenbHOM
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npoyecce yuebmvix 3agedenuti Yxpaunckoti CCP. Bvideneno nepeueHb HOPMAMUBHO-NPABOGHIX
00KyMeHmos 8 obaacmu 6a308020 60eHHO20 00PA306AHUsL 6 CPeOHel wiKole cogemckoz2o nepuoda 1920-
X ee. Bwidenenvi 0CHOSHble OOCMUIICEHUSI U HEOOCMAMKU COBEMCKOU BOE€HHO-NAMPUOMUYECKOU
cucmembl HOO20MOBKU MOTOOEIHCHU.

Kniouesvie cnosa: HauanvHas 60eHHAs NOO20MOBKA, OONPUILIEHAS NOO2OMOBKA, MOIOOEHCh,
oboponno-maccosas paboma, I'TO, Bcesobyu, OCOABUAXUM, cnopm, 3awuma Omeuecmsa,
nedazozuueckuil npoyecc.

The article studies the process of formation and development of initial military training SSR
in 1920s in education as a systemic formation. The author identifies and analyzes the main activities of
defense companies, party and government authorities and their cooperation with the Soviet schools. The
analysis of the sources of Soviet educational thought of 1920 together with determining the categorical
system is studied, and the basic stages of the primary military and pre-conscription training content and
their components are found. Due to the analysis, there are presented author types of stages of youth
integration into the military institution in the retrospective aspect. The main achievements and
shortcomings of the Soviet military-patriotic training system of youth are investigated. In the article a
role of Society on assisting of defense, aviation and chemical building (TSOAVIAHIM) and a system of
compulsory military training for men and voluntary for women (VSEVOBUCH) in initial military
training is revealed.The basic trends in the educational process which are taught in educational
institutions in USSR are characterised. The list of legal instruments is posted in the field of basic
military education in high school. Article says about importance and prospects of developing military
training in Soviet period, that can allowed to take into account abilities, possibilities and educational
demands of female and male representatives. The specific role of a soviet educational institution in
creating patriotic self awareness of subjects in military education is examined. The article reveals main
approaches soviet educational and soldiery institutes to the solution of the problem of citizens’ training
for military service; their connection with historical and social conditions is shown; comparison with
the modern state of the problem is made.

Key words: initial military training, pre-conscription training, youth, defense and mass work,
GTO, VSEVOBUCH, TSOAVIAHIM, sport, national defense, pedagogical process.

Formulation of the problem. Historical experience of military-patriotic
training system of young people shows that at all times this direction was one of
the most important in public policy, because it depended on the future of the
state. In Ukraine this systematic and objective level of work was formed after
the occupation of the UPR Soviet troops. However, the Soviet regime
transformed the essence of military training, which observed the class and party
factors.

It should be noted that that time model of initial military training is the
basis of modern military training of youth. It should be noted that a system of
military training, in addition to the primary military skills allowed to eliminate
illiteracy and to lay the foundations of contemporary socialist patriotism.

The study of national historical and educational experience will also
reflect and update a number of contemporary theoretical and practical ideas
freed from socialist rhetoric, the development of which would contribute to the
improvement of primary military training today. This particularly requires the
current stage of development of Ukrainian society, characterized by a process of
becoming a new type of state in situations of armed conflict, a potential military
threat from outside, social and cultural conditions and processes of radical
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reform of the Armed Forces, which determines the relevance of the selected
research problems.

The analysis of recent researches and publications showed low interest
in the history attracting youth to the cause of defending the homeland and
military training. This is partly caused by the lack of reliable historical sources,
partly because of the unpopularity of the subject in the scientific community. In
addition, the subject of the initial military training in the educational space
starting from the early twentieth century for authors and researchers was the new
and not popular theme of research.

Against the background of a sufficient researches of the national-
patriotic education of youth (Y. Bondarenko, V. Kuz’, O. Hewko etc.), military-
patriotic training in pedagogical plane is studied not enough. Certain aspects of
military-patriotic training of young people are reflected in theses of O. Zarovska,
V. Cimerinova, B. Misak; covered in the works of Y. Zubalij, Y. Vasyutin,
V. Ivashkovskiy, M. Konziev, S. Kocevic, A. Virkovskiy, V. Zabolotny;
in retrospective terms, such work is studied in the armed structures of the past
and presented in the theses of V. Afanasyev V. Futulujcuk, O. Datsenko, and
others.

Various aspects of the development of the content of modern curriculum
subject «Zachist Vitchizny» (Homeland protection) were made by V. Lisovskiy,
O. Kirichenko, V. Palagesha, L. Sokolova, A. Bahtin and others.

Consideration of the military training of youth in accordance with the
socialism, devoted to the work of Soviet military theorists of education in 1920s,
such as G. Girs, V. Zejfist, A.Rudnev, A. Lepin and others.

However, the exploration of initial military training of youth in the
retrospective sense is missing. Relevance of the study on initial military training
as modern caused by increased interest of students to military-patriotic cause.
These and other conditions determined the choice of the theme of our research
Relevance of the study on initial military training as modern caused by increased
interest of students to military-patriotic cause. These and other conditions
determined the choice of the theme of our research — «The system of initial
military training of the UKRAINIAN SSR in 1920s: historical-pedagogical
aspect».

Formulation of article purposes. The aim of the research is to
summarize the historical experience of secondary schools, public youth
organizations, military agencies of initial military training of youth in the Soviet
period, namely in the 1920s of the twentieth century.

It is necessary to identify the characteristics and tendencies of this
specific activity for traditional Ukrainian society. It is necessary to make lessons
and formulate conclusions and practical recommendations from this research.

The object of the research: the system of general, elementary,
professional, school initial military training of youth in Ukraine in 1920s.

The subject of the research: the formation and development of the
initial military training of youth in the system of general, elementary,
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professional, school education and in the activity of public organizations in
Ukraine in 1920s.

The purpose of the object, the object of the study led to the statement of
following tasks:

1. Identify the socio-pedagogical prerequisites, forgotten facts and
reasons formation of initial military and pre-conscription training of youth in the
UKRAINIAN SSR in 1920s.

2. Identify the main stages of formation and development of the initial
military training of youth in the UKRAINIAN SSR in 1920s.

3. To reveal the essence of the initial military training of youth and
explore problems with whom encountered pedagogical and command-teaching
staff;

4. Summarize the experience of the formation and development of the
initial military preparation of the test period and find ways to use it in the
modern system military-patriotic work of youth.

Chronological study covering the period of the 1920s. Study of the
formation and development of initial military training youth for a specified
period of time allowed to discover the peculiarities of it’s functioning in
different historical periods, trends in the formation and development.

Description of fundamental information. The analysis of archival
documents and literature shows that in 1920s in the Soviet Union was the
transition to the new term of military service through accelerated military
construction that contributed the urgent need in the initial military training of
youth.

In this regard, the system of initial military training of youth «was a
matter not only the military, but also the entire State apparatus»
[{Ipoceemosa, 2010 c. 203].

In April 1918, the Central Executive Committee was adopted a
resolution on Introduction to the future of the Soviet State overall military
training — «VSEVOBUCH» (BceBoOyu) a system of compulsory military
training for men and voluntary system for women, and after the installation the
Soviet regime in Ukraine action of this regulation has spread and in our country.

First, the case investigated General department of military training of the
Red Army, where it carried out military training of youth.

A decision on the creation of «VSEVOBUCH» was approved in March
1918 by VIIth Congress of the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks) — RCP
(b), as well as an IVth Extraordinary Congress of the Soviets. Legally, it was
issued as in the form of a Decree All-Russian Central Executive Committee of
the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic (RSFS) [Basunon, 1979: ¢.10;
Kypba, 2002: c. 526] and existed until the mid 1920's. However, the population
of educational thought has the task to «humanize» the education process and
bring the original military activity outside of military service.

Such the opinion was heard at a meeting at the Collegium Ministry of
Education (Narkompros) in 1918 where it was stated, that military training
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«militarize»  school, and this will lead to «slave mentality»
[Koncmumyyitini akmu, 1992: c. 24].

According to contemporary theorists of the initial military education of
youth G. Girs, A. Rudnev, this could decide only the socio-educational process
of educational, governmental, non-governmental organizations, which would
have included, besides a formation of public positions and required skills and
qualities, combat, tactical, technical training,

In General, the socio-educative orientation in the military and pre-
conscription training of youth was adopted in July 1920 by Ministry of
Education Ukrainian SSR — «Declaration social education of children», where
the necessity of education of children was specified in a spirit a communism,
labour education, the combination of teaching and education in a single process.

It is worth to note that the socio-educational orientation has been
characterized by all Ukrainian Soviet education system during the interwar
period, (painter the Russian), being finally approved in March 1920 according
to the project Commissar of education G. Grinka [Icmopis nedacocixu, 2004.:
c. 171].

And in 1923, by a Decree of the Central Executive Committee of the
USSR «Law of the organization territorial military units and conducting military
training of workers» in education was approved the need for the passage of a
previous military training by young people aged from 16 to 19 years old
[dexpem [[BK CPCP, 1923: c. 133]. This system is includes physical orientation
and providing primary military skills.

Therefore, it should be noted that the soviet system initial military
training for youth represented a system agreed goals and the tasks of the social
education. It was marked politicness, socialistic orientation and physically-
military system. So we have identified four key stages of this semantic training:
- the initial stage;

- stage of high school;
- stage before conscription;
- socio-political stage.

It is worth noting a sufficient cooperation between educational
establishments with army and civilian institutions, their interconnectedness and
dynamic structure with the environment. Those or other aspects of military
training carried out in unified labor schools for children aged 8 to 15 years
(I 4-year koncentr — from 8 to 12 years, II 3-year-old koncentr — from 12 to 15
years); professional schools (for youth aged 15-18 years) and higher educational
establishments (technical schools, universities — replaced on the institutions of
public education [hpuman, 2007: c. 170], academies), vocational schools, etc.

Of that time theorist of the military education of youth — A. Rudnev,
marked in addition,, that such work had been conducted in establishments of
Narkompros, rural and municipal clubs, public libraries, etc.
[Pyones, 1927: c. 15-23] marking the necessity of mobilization absolutely of all
public is to the matter of military training.
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A more detailed description of the main stages of the initial military
training on Ukrainian territory in 1920s is presented in table 1.

Table 1
The stages of initial military training of students of the Ukrainian SSR
in 1920s.
Stages of | Age Subject Description of the stage
initial
military
training
The from | People's Was characterised by patriot-citizen education in
initial 8 to Commissariat | Ukrainian soviet educational establishments. Was
stage 16 for Education | maintained by means of introduction of such
years | (Narkompros), | subjects as basic military and pre-military
old Ministry of | trainings. The accent was made on military-
Defence, physical component. Both sexes taught health
People's care; they worked on physical strengthening and
Commissariat | psychophysical development. The understanding
for healthcare of what Red Army is and its significance for
country defence was formed, as well as children
were inured to discipline and collectivism.
Stage of | from Activity of | Board of Main Vocational Education controlled
high 16 to | military the process of military training at schools and in
school 18 department is | the institutions of higher education by means of
years | on factories | new subject introduction. Study material was
old and plants, characterised by strict specialisation on the
sports assumption that young people would possibly
organizations substitute others on their positions in army. Social-
for educational process of basic military training was
«VSEVOBUC | notable for political-cultural and primary military
Hpy. Sports | orientation which was based on various physical
department and | exercising. Youth took part in military meetings
pre- on the premises of military bases. The girls were
conscription also involved in military-physical work; however,
training at | it was mainly based on the principle of voluntary
military participation. Since the end of 20th, Ukraine had
commissariat, | developed system of sections and party
Department of | organisations where young people had to go
Vocational through appropriate primary military training.
Education.
Pre- from People's There was pre-military training division according
conscripti | 19 to | Commissariat | to military kinds and branches: basic, special,
on stage 40 for Education | naval and railway. The components of social
years | (Narkompros), | education were military-political, physical and
old Ministry of | military training. Illiteracy was eradicated due to
Defence, such work; both girls and women were involved
socialist trade | on voluntary basis.
union and
community
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organizations
schools of
liquidation of
illiteracy
(liknep)
Socio- from | Society on Military training was based on physical exercising,
political 8 to | assisting of mechanical learning of revolutionary and war
stage 60 defense, songs, meetings and conversations with Red Army
years | aviation and commanders.
old chemical There was great development in club and library
building — work and spreading of information in magazines
(SADACB) and newspapers, not only youth was occupied with
«TSOAVIAHI | such sort of work but the whole population of
Mp; The All- USSR. There were weekly publications of local
Union Leninist | and national newspapers, namely, 23 army, district
Young and naval newspapers with the press run of 60 000
Communist copies per day. As a result, during two years
League service in Armed forces it turned out well to
(Komsomol); eradicate the number of young man illiteracy up to
Society of 12 %. 6.4 million of books was taken from army
Aviation and libraries in 1923, but in 1924 this number
Aeronautics increased to 10 million [Aroxin, 1998: c. 482].
Ukraine and The girls and women in public ideological
Crimea organisations of SADACB (Society on assisting of
(TAPUK); defense, aviation and chemical building), equally
Ukraine Society | with men, had rights to conduct physical trainings
of Friends of and master combat skills in conditions of that time.
Chemical On the territory of Ukraine, such work was not
Defense well developed because of its mainly ideological
(UkrDobrohim); | character and disapproval among the people.
Society of What is more, the girls conducted sanitary
Friends of air examinations.
defense and
chemical
industry
«Aviahimy etc.

It should be noted, the difference in conducting initial military and pre-

conscription training in different regions of Ukraine. So, in terms of the village
the initial military training was carried out in field work time, taking into
account the peculiarities of the locality, the level of development of the native
population, by means of practical and military-applied employments. In the
cities pre-conscription training was carried out in schools, the military,
professional and educational institutions, workplaces, sports clubs and military-
scientific companies, as well as military units during the lessons, free from
training and production time, which contributed to the preparation of the
command officers of the army.

However, in our opinion, it should be noted that despite the existence of
richly filled with military components, this system was inefficient through
mismatch the entire the completeness educational tasks completing the armed
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forces should focus on militarization the educational process and the bright
politicness. There were and controversy scientists about the definition of the
categorical apparatus of this type of work and its name. For example,
N. Krupska suggested the term «military education» in an article «The Military
education of youth», from 1918, where it is necessary to prepare the «convinced
socialists infinitely devoted to USSR» [Kpynckas, 1918: c. 2].

This term was supported on the all-Russian Congress of the General
military training in June 1918 [Jluckogey, 1962: c. 9], and in the 1st Conference
on physical education in September 1920 it was noted that the «military
education must begin only with the famous moment — with 15-16 years...»
[Bcesobyu, 1920: c. 41].

It is also necessary to note that the term «military education» which has
replaced the pre-revolutionary «military gymnastics» and «military trainingy,
does not reflect the goals and objectives of the whole fullness of the educational
process, the ultimate goal of which is the formation of personality — patriot,
ready to protect the fatherland.

Transformation and reinvention of this construct find in other writings of
scientists: R. Modlin, O. Denisovich and others, where were widely common
concepts which borrowed from the military pedagogy, such as «military
defensive upbringing», «military-sports training», «military and physical
training», etc. Attempts were made and combine ideologo-party context with
military training of youth in one integer [3uambemos, 2014: c. 30).

Interesting at that time was a novelty for the integration of girls in such a
the process-they had the opportunity to go through military training with the
boys voluntary basis. Though covered it such a youth only 17-19 years, and such
examples known only to Left-bank Ukraine. Educational fees the girls were also
with the guys. After lessons youth engaged in physical training, learned
revolutionary and martial songs; conducted conversations with commanders of
the Red Army.

Physical exercises had a wide range — the youth competed in throwing of
grenades in aim, firing from arbalest and small-bore rifle; they studied of means
of communication, methods of reconnaissance and sanitary matters. The main
forms and methods of military training served as such as the lessons, practical
lessons, showing, memorization of the educational material and control. Youth
of senior class participated in defensive circles [Koaviues, 1985: c. 18].

Statute of the pre-conscription training of youth, that it task consisted in
that, to give primary soldiery knowledge to the girls and guys, to fasten their
feel, assist making of endurance, observation, impertinentness, hard disposition,
mutual rescue etc.

In the schools of the 1 degree (from 8 to 12 years of age) military-
physical education was to the physical development, combined with the cultural
and political context, but military aspect almost not studied. The object of such
education were girls and guys.
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In the schools of the second degree of the military training of youth held
in training and off-hour time. The content of the curriculum included: small,
tactical, square-bashing [I[/JAI'O Vkpainu, ®.1. — On.20: apx 10-14],
engineering activity, training the hand-fight, study of small arms, etc.
[JTumeun, 2008: c.31].

In addition, the introduction of military training carried out with young
people, which is not studied. Through these measures carried elimination of
illiteracy and were attracted in a Komsomol. Later, due to the large material
costs and impracticality, this type of training was canceled
[Bopowunos, 1939: c.2].

Among the major forms of military-media work in the 1920s and 1930s.
among the young was the so-called «work in circles» in the cells of the
«TSOAVIAHIM» [Csucmosuy, 2007: c. 566]. Such groups usually consisted of
no more than 15-20 people. The programs of these groups were mainly physical
nature — were the rules on children's defensive marks, and accepted by the
complexes of «Ready for Labour and Defence of the USSR» (GTO), approved
by the Central Council of «TSOAVIAHIM» of the USSR that were designed for
boys and girls.

Conclusions. To conclude, conducted analysis of historic-pedagogic
experience allowed to get to know that social education, as a result of
sociocultural and political conditions, was the foundation of military training of
young people in USSR in the twentieth of 20 century. That time system of basic
military training was aimed at education of active participants of socialist society
who would be able to defend soviet country. It was characterised by wholeness,
determinativeness, readiness to be controlled and structure. At the same time, as
a result of having political and military-oriented character, it didn't correspond
to to main task, namely, education of critical, patriot-oriented and well-
developed individuality. However, it is possibly to admit the thought-out
character of system wholeness, based on interaction of four main stages of youth
military training (primary stage, high school stage, pre-military training stage
and public-political stage). Despite the fact that military training was a logical
system, in USSR it was influenced by that time statehood type, cultural values of
socialist society. It is needed to mention the presence of collaboration between
different departments of executive boards (National Commissariat of Education,
National Commissariat of Health Service, Military Administration, Russian
Communist Party (Bolsheviks), The Revolutionary Communist Youth League
etc.) which were responsible for military trainings on each of its stages.

Perspectives of further research are related to detail analysis of
historical periods of settling of lessons on military and pre-military training as
independent school subjects, syllabus contents, peculiarities of primary military
education in pre-war and after-war periods, effectiveness of military training and
forms and methods of primary military education. It is necessary to pay attention
to internal side that deals not only with daily lessons and military-oriented
events but also with social, educational and politic background of soviet system
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of education; however, system does not pay attention to age peculiarities of
children and youth at the time of history changes.
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