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LIS JOURNALS IN THE PROCESS OF PROFESSIONAL 
COMMUNICATION

This paper presents the results of the analysis of Library and Information Science 
(LIS) journals of the USA, Great Britain, Germany, France, and Italy indexed in the 
international database SCOPUS. The role of journal as a means of enhancing pro-
fessional communication is emphasized. Journals that are popular among Ukrainian 
library specialists are characterized according to their thematic focus. The current 



ISSN 2410-5333  Вісник ХДАК. Випуск 47. 2015                                                                         63 

problems and area of focus of Library Industry which are the subject of scholarly 
discussions in electronic library journals around the world are summarized.

Key words: LIS journals, electronic journals, library and information science, pro-
fessional communication, impact factor.

Periodicals remain the leading channel of information exchange in 
the present-day conditions of social communications system develop-
ment. The popularity of the periodicals amongst professionals and scien-
tists is determined by the fact of their covering the latest information 
on research, discoveries and inventions. In some cases, publication in a 
journal allows the author to create new informational messages and to 
generate new knowledge, in other cases, it makes it possible to under-
stand and to decode existing ones.

The current situation in Ukraine is characterized by a limited ac-
cess to foreign periodicals for library specialists and scientists. There are 
several reasons, among them: a significant decline in foreign periodicals 
subscription, the lack of lists of Library and Information Science printed 
and electronic journals in Ukrainian libraries, barriers for free and open 
access to full-text information in the electronic environment. That is why 
describing the foreign LIS journals as a means of enhancing professional 
communication of the Ukrainian library specialists is relevant.

The above outlined issue is the subject of attention of Ukrainian 
scientists. In particular O. Voskoboinikova-Huzeeva [1] describes modern 
means of professional information communications. The role and im-
portance of Ukrainian Book Science periodicals in the system of profes-
sional communication is alalyzes by Y. Soshynska in her PhD disserta-
tion [4]. Foreign scientists also actively study LIS journals. T. Eremenko, 
E. Nykonorova and E. Shybaeva [2; 3] focus on professional communi-
cation of library specialists through modern services and Internet re-
sources. Judith M. Nixon, Rachel Hessey, Peter Willett [6–9; 13] present 
the research results on Bibliometry and ranking LIS journals. Sei-Ching 
Joanna Sin [10] analyses the longitudinal changes in geographical pat-
terns of authorship, collaboration types, and factors affecting the citation 
impact of the seven top LIS journals over a period of 29 years. This paper 
also includes specific findings relating to Asian countries. However, they 
lack information on modern state of foreign LIS periodicals, their the-
matic focus as the instrument of influence on the communicative activity 
of Ukrainian librarians.

The aim of the paper is to describe the results of the analysis of LIS 
journals indexed in international scientometric databases, as the means 
of enhancing the processional communication.
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Solving problems relating to library development, library services’ 
quality to a high extent depend on the state/level of professional com-
munications. Active professional communications contribute to applying 
innovation in Library and Information industry and information sharing 
of new ideas, new approaches and theoretical basics of library reforma-
tion and their practical implementation in response to dynamic changes 
in society.

Periodicals are an important source of obtaining new information 
and knowledge. That is why publications in LIS journals are the key to 
information sharing and professional improvement of library specialists. 
The research results and practical findings published in periodicals make 
it possible to transfer new knowledge to a wider circle of colleagues, who 
could use it or produce their own new knowledge. It is only the synthesis 
of professional information taken from different sources that can be the 
basis for new opinions forming on already known facts [11]. 

LIS journals contribute to setting the priority goals of modern libraries, 
major problems and the ways of solving them. They gather the materials 
according to the topics and issues that otherwise would be spread across 
different individual research studies. They also allow us to become familiar 
with particular research papers before their completion and encourage 
the development of library science and practice and serve as the profes-
sional forums.

Periodicals facilitate systematic monitoring and help accumulate re-
liable information. Their content reflects the main trends in the develop-
ment of Library Science and the library as a socio-communicational and 
sociocultural institute [3]. They are considered as an important link of 
obtaining information on the theoretical research and its practical imple-
mentation [1]. The analysis of periodicals allows us not only to get an 
overview of publications, their content, form, depth of analysis, the pub-
lisher, but also to get information about the areas of focus of professional 
communication both internationally and in individual countries.

LIS journals in the USA, Great Britain, Germany, France and Italy 
take a leading position in professional communication system, because 
these countries have strong old traditions in Library and Information 
Science and their library institutions are in a constant development.

During the research the journals indexed in the international data-
base SCOPUS were analyzed. There were 84 journals published in Great 
Britain, 8 journals published in Germany and 4 journals published in 
France indexed in 2013 in the SCOPUS database. The statistics of two 
more years is shown in table 1.
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Table 1.
The number of LIS journals indexed in SCOPUS database

Nowadays the importance of the citation indexes of the publications 
is increasing and it is affecting the journals’ ranking [5]. Certainly these 
figures do not always reflect the objective role of the journal in profes-
sional communication of library scholars and practitioners. Studying the 
impact factor of the foreign LIS journals popular among Ukrainian lib-
rary specialists gave the opportunity to find out that not all the journals 
have the impact-factor (have zero impact factor) even though they are 
also popular by the foreign library specialists. IFLA Journal is an example. 
This journal publishes the news of the current IFLA activities and the 
world experience in Library Science. The content ranges from the issues 
that deal with the freedom of access to information, the preservation of 
cultural heritage, the development of library and information services, 
providing services to the visually impaired and intellectual property. But 
the Research Gate site (the social networking site the main goal of which 
is providing help in establishing collaboration networks between the 
scientists and making available the records of the current and 5 years 
period impact factor of the journals) shows that impact factor of IFLA 
Journal is 0,00. 

The other journal with the zero impact factor published in Great 
Britain deserve attention of Ukrainian library specialists. This journal is 
Performance Measurement and Metrics. Its remit focused specifically on 
measuring quality of library and information services. The journal pub-
lishes conceptual papers, empirical research, literature reviews, practical 
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case studies and book reviews. These are the following journal sections: 
Quantitative and qualitative analysis, Benchmarking, Organizational 
effectiveness, Training and education, Performance measurement and 
metrics methodologies, Assessment tools, Emerging technologies, 
Standards.

Journals published in Germany (Information-Wissenschaft und 
Praxis, International Journal on Digital Libraries, Knowledge Organization, 
Lecture Notes in Control and Information Sciences, Libri, Microform and 
Digitization Review, Microform and Imaging Review) and indexed in the 
SCOPUS database (2013) have also zero impact factor except Zeitschrift 
Bibliothekswesen und Bibliographie. Of great importance for the system 
of international professional communication is International Journal on 
Digital Libraries (Germany). Specialists from Europe, America and Africa 
publish their works in this journal. In 2000 20,59% of articles were pub-
lished the authors of which were from foreign countries, in 2005 the num-
ber of articles is 31, 82%, in 2010 — 35,29% and in 2013 — 14,29% [9]. 

On the whole, LIS journals compared to other fields have a low im-
pact factor (the range is from 0,00 to 2.0). The highest impact factor 
among the analyzed LIS journals have the journals of information and 
documentation disciplines. The current impact factor of Annual Review 
of Information Science and Technology (ARIST) is 1,727, Library & 
Information Science Research is 1,386. Among the journals published in 
Europe and indexed in the SCOPUS database Journal of Documentation 
(UK) has the highest impact factor (see in the table 2) as a result of deep 
historical traditions, focusing on theory, concepts, models, structure and 
philosophy of information. The impact factor of journals published in the 
USA and Great Britain is near 1. First of all, they are journals of Library 
Associations: 
– Journal of the Medical Library Association (US) — 0,99;
– College and Research Libraries (US) — 0,82; 
– Library Quarterly (US) — 0,79; 
– Health Information and Libraries Journal (UK) — 0,761. 

Table 2
The impact factor of the foreign LIS journals

Scopus title country 1997-
2000

2010 2015

American Libraries US 0,00
Annual Review of Information Science 
and Technology (ARIST) 

1,23 2,00 1,727

+ ASLIB Proc UK 0,31 0,60 0,58
Bibliothek. Forschung und Praxis DE 0,39 0,00
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Bibliotheksdiens De 0,35 -
BITOnline DE 0,04 0,00
Buch und Bibliothek DE 0,31 -

+ Bulletin des Bibliotheques de France FR - - -
Canadian J of Information Science CA 0,18 0,00 0,00
College and Research Libraries US 0,94 0,683 0,82

+ Document Numerique FR - - -
+ Documentaliste: Sciences de 

l’Information
FR - - -

+ Electronic Library UK 0,21 0,489 0,50
Information Technology and Libraries US 0,29 0,528 0,60

+ IFLA-journal UK - - 0,00
+ International J on Digital Libraries DE 0,00

Italian J of Library, Archives and 
Information Science

IT - - -

+ Health Information and Libraries J UK 0,761
J of Academic Libr US 0,38 0,870 0,574

+ J of Documentation UK 1,52 1,447 1,06
J of Education for Library and Inf Sc US 0,02 -

+ J of Librar and Inf Sci UK 0,23 0,0,626 0,273
J Med Libr Assoc US 0,844 0,99
J Scholarly Publ US 0,521 0,63

+ Gazette des Archives FR - - -
+ Knowledge Organisation DE 0,37 0,552 0,31

Law libr J US 0,898 0,39
+ Lecture Notes in Control and 

Information
DE - - -

Library & Information Science 
Research

0,44 1,362 1,386

Library Collections, Acquisitions & 
Technical Services

UK 0.07 0,529 0,276

Libr Cult Rec US 0,00 0,00
+ Library Hi Tech UK 0,17 0,413 0,53
+ Library J UK 0,29 0,191 -

Library Quarterly US 1,05 0,651 0,79
+ Library Management UK - - 0,00

Library Resources & Technical Services US 0,32 0,239 0,636
+ Library Review UK 0,00

Library Trends US 0,52 0,667 0,313
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Libri DE 0,21 0,365 0,26
+ Microform and Digitization Review DE - - -
+ Microform and Imagining Review DE - - -

NfD. Information Wissenschaft und 
Praxis

DE 0,20 0,368 0,00

+ New Library World UK - - 0,00
+ Reference Librarian UK 0,00
+ Performance Measurement and Metrics UK 0,00
+ Programm: electronic library and inf 

system
UK 0,596 0,50

Restourator 0,375 0,484
+ Science and Technology Libraries UK - - 0,00

Zeitschrift Bibliothekswesen und 
Bibliographi

DE 0,44 0,023 0,368

In this paper we made use of the works about LIS journals’ impact 
factor for the years 1997–2000 and 2010 [7; 9–10; 13] and the informa-
tion from the Research Gate site. 

These data indicate that the impact factor of some journals increas-
es and on the contrary for some journals decreases. The journals pub-
lishing articles in co-authorship and focus on the development of elec-
tronic library and information resources and services hold their position 
strongly. These are the journals indexed in the SCOPUS database: Aslib 
Proceedings, Electronic Library, Library Hi Tech News, Library Resources 
and Technical Services, Libri, Program: Electronic Library and Information 
Systems. They have the specific theme focus. The examples are: 
– Program: Electronic Library and Information Systems covers all as-

pects of management and use of information technology in libraries 
and archives, museums and galleries, information centers, and infor-
mation industry in general. The emphasis is on the practical applica-
tions of new technologies and techniques and their costs.

– Library Hi Tech News helps professionals stay abreast of current events 
and developments in Library and Information industry. Regular 
features include technology profiles from the libraries “around the 
world”, conference reviews, news and updates, and feature articles.
It should be mentioned that the journals in the above table are in-

dexed in various databases. For instance, Performance Measurement and 
Metrics is abstracted and indexed by 11 databases: Current Abstracts, 
Current Awareness Abstracts, Education Full Text, Emerald Management 
Reviews, INSPEC, Library, Information Science and Technology 
Abstracts, Library Literature and Information Science Full Text, 
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OmniFile Full Text Mega, OmniFile Full Text Select, SCOPUS, Zetoc. 
The other journal Program: Electronic Library and Information Systems is 
indexed and abstracted in 26 databases: ISI, SCOPUS, Academic Search 
Alumni Edition, Academic Search Complete, Academic Search Premier, 
CompuMath Citation Index, Current Abstracts, Current Awareness 
Abstracts, Current Contents/Social and Behavioral Sciences, Education 
Full Text, Emerald Management Reviews, Information Science and 
Technology Abstracts (ISTA), The Informed Librarian, INSPEC, ISI 
Alerting Services, Journal Citation Reports/Science Edition, Journal, 
Library and Information Science Abstracts (LISA), Library, Information 
Science and Technology Abstracts, Library Literature & Information 
Science, Library Literature and Information Science Full Text, OmniFile 
Full Text Mega, OmniFile Full Text Select, Science Citation Index 
Expanded, Social Sciences Citation Index, Social Scisearch.

With the development of electronic communications an important 
role in professional information, experience and knowledge sharing among 
librarians is played by professional electronic journals. The evidence 
to this fact is the constant increase of the number of library e-journals 
published in 28 countries. The USA, Great Britain, Sweden, Germany, 
Canada are among the countries with the most number of electronic jour-
nals [11]. Most of them publish materials on the various aspects of library 
industry.

Numerous electronic publications are aimed at highlighting the spe-
cific areas of interest to library specialists:
– Book Science, news of book publishing — the USA, Austria, Australia, 

Germany;
– Bibliography, bibliographic research — the USA, Great Britain, 

Germany, Spain, Italy;
– Electronic resources, electronic communication — the USA, the 

Great Britain, Denmark, the Netherlands, Spain, Austria, Australia, 
Sweden, Russia;

– Electronic Libraries and Information systems — the USA, Great 
Britain, Canada, Sweden, Cuba, Russia;

– Information Technologies and Electronic resources in education — 
the USA, Great Britain, Japan;

– Library, Information, Personnel management — Spain, Italy, Great 
Britain, Sweden, Canada, Finland;

– Technology and people — the USA, Great Britain;
– Library Ethics — the USA, Sweden;
– Information services in libraries, archives, museums and the inter-

action between them — the USA, Great Britain, Sweden, Canada, 
Finland, Denmark, Norway, Lithuania;
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– Library Innovation, Quality management — the USA, France, Italy, 
Great Britain.
Publications by foreign library specialists present the results of their 

research findings and practical achievements, innovations and priority 
areas of Library and Information Science. 

Conclusion. 50 journals have been analyzed: among them 12 journals 
published in the USA, 15 journals published in Great Britain, 12 journals 
published in Germany, 4 journals — in France, 1 journal — in Canada 
and 1 journal — in Italy. All of them are of high demand by the library 
specialists. Indexing the journals’ in international databases enhances the 
professional communication between the library specialists of the world 
and contributes to the spread of knowledge. In general, the impact factor 
of LIS journals is not high. Only 3 journals have the impact factor more 
than 1 and 4 journals have the impact factor little less than 1.

The analysis of LIS electronic journals shows that the vast majority 
of publications reflect the current problems of Library and Information 
Science. They contribute to solving the problems of libraries’ sustainable 
development in current difficult conditions. Studying the publications in 
such journals will facilitate communication among Ukrainian specialists 
of Library Science and Practice. Further research can help identify the 
general trends of the thematic content of European LIS journals.

References

1. Voskoboinikova-Huzeeva O. Suchasni zasoby profesiinykh informatsiinykh komunikatsii 
/ O. Voskoboinikova-Huzeeva // Bibl. visnyk. — 2004. — № 2. — S. 22–26.

2. Yeremenko T. V. Professionalnaya kommunikatsiya bibliotekarei USA cherez sovremennii 
sluzhbi Internet / T. V. Yeremenko. eprints.rclis.org/5357/1/Yeryomenko2001.pdf

3. Nykonorova E. V. Kommunikativnaya strategiya professionalnnoi bibliotechnoi pressi 
/ E. V. Nykonorova, E. A. Shybaeva http://www.gpntb.ru/win/inter-events/crimea2011/
disk/81.pdf

4. Soshynska V. E. Profesiina kommunikatsiya jak factor rozvitky knizhkovoi haluzi: PhD: 
27.00.03 / V. E. Soshynska // KNUCiM. — K., 2013. — 20s.

5. Archambault Eґ. History of the journal impact factor: contingencies and consequences 
/ Eґ Archambault, V Larivie`re // Scientometrics. — 2009. — 79. — р. 635–649.

6. Hessey R. Quantifying the value of knowledge exports from librarianship and information 
science research / Rachel Hessey, Peter Willett // Journal of Information Science. — 
39(1). — р. 141–150.

7. Odell J. The interdisciplinary influence of library and information science 1996–2004: 
a journal-to-journal citationт analysis / J. Odell, R. Gabbard // College & Research 
Libraries. — 2008. — 69. — р. 546–564.

8. Richardson J. Library Research Support in Queensland: A Survey // J. Richardson, 
T. Nolan-Brown, S. Bradbury // Australian Academic & Research Libraries. — 2012. — 
Vol. 43, № 4. — P. 256-277

9. Schloegl Ch. Stock Impact and Relevance of LIS Journals: A Scientometric Analysis of 
International and German-Language LIS Journals (average values of the period 1997–



ISSN 2410-5333  Вісник ХДАК. Випуск 47. 2015                                                                         71 

2000) / Ch Schloegl, G. Wolfgang // Journal of the American Society for Information 
Science and Technology. — 2004. — 55(13). — P. 1155-1168.

10. Sei-Ching J. S. Longitudinal Trends in Internationalisation, Collaboration Types, and 
Citation Impact: A Bibliometric Analysis of Seven LIS Journals (1980-2008) / Joanna Sin 
Sei-Ching // Journal of Library and Information Studies. — 2011. — 9:1 — P. 27–49.

11. Shemaieva H. V. Electronni vydannya jak zasib rozvitky informatsiinoho zabezpechennya 
nauky / H. V. Shemaieva // Visn. Khark. Derzh. Acad. Kultury. — 2006. — 17. — S. 110–
119.

12. Tang R. Evolution of the interdisciplinary characteristics of information and library 
science / R. Tang // Proceedings of the American Society for Information Science and 
Technology. — 2004. — 41. — р. 54–63. 

13. Tsay M-Y. A bibliometric analysis and comparison on three information science journals: 
JASIST, IPM, JOD, 1998-2008 / M-Y. Tsay. — Scientometrics. — 2011. — 89. — 
P. 591–606.

Надійшла до редколегії 15.05.2015 p.


