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CHERNIVTSI AND SUCEAVA DEANERIES 
OF THE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH  
DURING THE PASTORAL ACTIVITIES  

OF BISHOP H. KHOMYSHYN
The article is devoted to the activity of the 

outstanding religiouschurch and publicpolitical 
figure of Stanyslaviv Bishop Blessed Martyr 
Hryhorii Khomyshyn in Bukovyna. The influence of 
the Bishop on the state of affairs in the Bukovynian 

parishes of the Greek Catholic Church, their 
interrelations during the entrance of the region to 
the royal Romania have been analyzed. Particular 
attention is paid to the residence of H. Khomyshyn 
in Chernivtsi in the spring of 1915. The author 
used various materials (some of them for the first 
time): annual official church statistical collections, 
archival documents, publications in the local press 
and memoirs of contemporaries.

Key words: Bukovyna, Hryhorii Khomyshyn, 
Greek Catholic Church, deanery, parish, visitation.

Олександр РУСНАК 
(Чернівці)

ЧЕРНІВЕЦЬКИЙ І СУЧАВСЬКИЙ  
ДЕКАНАТИ ГРЕКО-КАТОЛИЦЬКОЇ  

ЦЕРКВИ У РОКИ ДУШПАСТИРСЬКОЇ  
ДІЯЛЬНОСТІ ВЛАДИКИ Г. ХОМИШИНА

Стаття присвячена діяльності видатного 
релігійноцерковного й громадськополітичного 
діяча Станиславівського єпископа Блаженного 
священномученика Григорія Хомишина на Бу
ковині. Проаналізовано вплив владики на стан 
справ у буковинських парафіях грекокатолиць
кої церкви, їх взаємозв’язки під час входження 
краю до королівської Румунії. Особлива увага 
приділена перебуванню Г. Хомишина у Чернів
цях навесні 1915 р. Автором використано різ
нопланові матеріали (частину з них вперше): 
річні офіційні церковні статистичні збірники, 
архівні документи, публікації у місцевій пресі 
та спогади сучасників.

Встановлено, що період, коли Буковина на
лежала до Станиславівської єпархії під опікою 
правлячого владики Г. Хомишина охоплював 
майже два десятиріччя (19041923 рр.). На 
цей часовий проміжок випали ще й кілька років 
Першої світової війни, що стала серйозною пе
решкодою для нормальної комунікації владики із 
Сучавським та Чернівецьким деканатами. Пі
зніше через включення регіону до складу Румунії 
змінилося і підпорядкування місцевих грекока
толицьких парафій, але навіть тоді громада 
цікавилася життям одновірців з Галичини.

Саме на передвоєнне десятиріччя припала 
найбільш активна частина адміністративної 
роботи Г. Хомишина, що полягала у призначенні 
священників на парафії Буковини, відстоюванні 
їх інтересів перед органами місцевої влади. Це 
надзвичайно важливий аспект, адже від нових 
призначень залежала й загальна репутація цер
кви в очах віруючих.

Для буковинських парафій грекокатолицької 
церкви важливе значення мав приїзд єпископа 
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1915 р. Помітний слід залишили його глибокі 
змістовні проповіді, участь у повсякденних і 
святкових богослужіннях. А натомість о. Гри
горій отримав найприємніші враження від по
баченого (не зважаючи на війну).

Ключові слова: Буковина, Григорій Хоми
шин, грекокатолицька церква, деканат, пара 
фія, візитація.

Formulation of scientific problem and its 
significance. On the 25th of March passed 150 
years since the birth of the outstanding religious-
church and public-political figure of Stanyslaviv 
Bishop Blessed Martyr Hryhorii Khomyshyn 
(1867-1945). The personage of Bishop at different 
times caused a lively social and scientific interest, 
first of all, in Ukraine, Poland and the Ukrainian 
diaspora. After all, during his life, not only his 
deeds, but also thoughts, as a rule, did not stay 
away from the attention of contemporaries. This 
interest may in part be due to non-standard views of 
father Hryhorii on the various realities of being at 
that time, and partly not very easy temper. But still, 
the key explanation, perhaps, should be considered 
the exactly complicated life mission that had to 
be performed by the Blessed New Martyr of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC).

Numerous events that took place at the local, 
national and international levels on the occasion 
of the commemoration of H. Khomyshyn are only 
additional confirmation of the necessity of carrying 
out new research on him. For more convincing 
we give some examples: in his native village of 
Gadynkivtsi in Ternopil region was held a school 
conference, a solemn Liturgy with the participation 
of Ivano-Frankivsk Archbishop and Metropolitan 
of UGCC Volodymyr Viityshyn, the Public Prayer 
to the Blessed Martyr Hryhorii Khomyshyn, in 
Halych – a spiritual hour in the central library, 
in Chortkiv – the spiritual academy-conference, 
in Ivano-Frankivsk – the solemn academy in the 
philharmonic society, the all-Ukrainian scientific-
practical conference «Blessed Bishop Hryhorii 
Khomyshyn in the religious-church and social 
and cultural life of Ukraine»1. Finally, we also 
recall, that «Ukrainian Mail» issued an envelope in 
honour of the honourable anniversary, and the Sejm 
of the Republic of Poland unanimously adopted 
a resolution in memory of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Bishop2.

Updates our research and the latest news: on 
November, 18, 2017, a new diocese of the UGCC 
was proclaimed in Chernivtsi3, by isolating its 
territory from the current Kolomyia-Chernivtsi 

diocese and by joining it to Ivano-Frankivsk 
Metropolitanate. The new eparchy united the 
UGCC communities in Chernivtsi region4.

Analysis of recent research. Despite a 
significant number of publications of scientific and 
popular nature about the life and work of Hryhorii 
Khomyshyn5, a number of aspects still require 
deeper study. Among such problematic issues are 
the Bishop’s contacts with Bukovyna, which then 
belonged to his diocese. After all, in the works 
published earlier, we only have the recollections 
about Bishop’s visit to Chernivtsi in 19156 and brief 
information about the discussion of Bukovynian 
clergy and representatives of local authorities of 
the pastoral letter of H. Khomyshyn on February, 
1916 concerning the introduction of the Gregorian 
calendar in Stanyslaviv diocese7.

Aim of the article. The period of residence of 
the Bukovynian parishes under the authority of 
Stanyslaviv Bishop Hryhorii Khomyshyn covers 
1904-1923, but then, during the entry of the land to 
the royal Romania, certain contacts remained. So 
let’s try to summarize the preliminary information 
about this and make some additions.

Presenting main material. Let’s start with the 
characteristics of Bukovynian part of Stanyslaviv 
diocese. In our opinion, the reliable source for 
this is «Shematysm of Greek Catholic Clergy 
of Stanyslaviv Diocese» (an annual collection 
of official statistics on the status of parishes and 
the population in them)8. In 1915-1918 and in 
the first post-war years the Shematysms were not 
edited9, and then Bukovyna left the subordination 
of Stanyslaviv diocese, so in Shematysms of the 
1920-1930’s there was no information on the state 
of affairs in Chernivtsi and Suceava deaneries10. 
But the valuable ones for us are the issues of 1904-
1914. Unfortunately, in the works of many scholars 
of the history of UGCC, references to Shematysms 
are rare, including those who wrote about 
H. Khomyshyn or Stanyslaviv diocese. According 
to historian R. Deliatynskyi, there is sometimes 
«almost complete disregard of «Shematysms» as a 
historical source»11.

According to the data of Shematysm12 in 1903, 
the Stanyslaviv diocese included two deaneries: 
Chernivtsi (headed by father K. Kostetskyi13) and 
Suceava (led by father I. Hlibovytskyi14 until 1908, 
and later – by Klymentii Zlepko15). The first deanery 
covered 9 parishes (18,021 believers together)16, 
and the second – 8 parishes (8,299 believers)17. 
Together 26,320. Between 1903 and 1913 the 
total number of Greek Catholic parishioners in 
Bukovyna grew to 8,727 people (33%), reaching 
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35,186 believers, including 9,727 of Suceava 
deanery18 and 25,459 of Chernivtsi19.

In the above-mentioned Shematysms there 
is information about changes among clergy in 
parishes of deanery, which took place at the 
decision of Bishop H. Khomyshyn. In particular, 
in 1904 Apolon Simovych was appointed to the 
parish in Kitsman (Chernivtsi deanery)20. At the 
same time, Yaroslav Levytskyi (an employee 
in Chernivtsi) was sent for a year leave to Lviv 
diocese and was retired Antonii Maksymovych 
(Great Kuchuriv of Chernivtsi deanery)21. In 1905 
Antonii Buchko (an employee in Chernivtsi) was 
sent to Lviv diocese for a year leave. Was pensioned 
– Antonii Maksymovych (Great Kuchuriv of 
Chernivtsi deanery)22. In 1906 Antonii Kordovskyi 
was appointed to the parish in Hlyboka (Chernivtsi 
deanery)23. Was pensioned – Antonii Maksymovych 
(Great Kuchuriv of Chernivtsi deanery)24. In 1908 
was retired Antonii Maksymovych (Great Kuchuriv 
of Chernivtsi deanery)25.

On May 12, 1909 Ivan Lutskyi was appointed 
to the parish in Vyzhnytsia (Suceava deanery), 
on October 15, 1909 Ivan Labach – to the parish 
in Sadgora (Chernivtsi deanery)26, and was 
retired Antonii Maksymovych (Great Kuchuriv, 
Chernivtsi deanery)27. The corresponding appeal 
and characteristic of the candidate, signed by 
Bishop Khomyshyn, through correspondence 
between Stanyslaviv Consistory and Bukovynian 
Regional Government regarding the appointment 
of Ivan Lutskyi were preserved in the funds of the 
State Archives of Chernivtsi Region (here after – 
SACR)28. In a separate letter was sent the Bishop’s 
request to the Regional Government about the 
“assignation” to father Lutskyi annual fee29.

In 1910 the leave from Chernivtsi received 
Teodozii Krokhmaliuk30, was retired Antonii 
Maksymovych (Great Kuchuriv of Chernivtsi 
deanery)31.

On September 1, 1911 Mykola Volianskyi 
was appointed to the parish in Radivtsi (Suceava 
deanery), Mykola Hoianiuk – in Kachyka (Suceava 
deanery), Yosyp Sokhor – in Zastavna (Chernivtsi 
deanery)32. In correspondence of Stanyslaviv 
Consistory with Bukovyna Regional Government 
Hryhorii Khomyshyn supported the request 
about financial assistance to father M. Hoianiuk, 
whose parish covered more than «20 localities», 
because there were not enough own funds to cover 
expenses «with trips» in pastoral affairs33. It’s a 
pity, but the answer is not saved, but judging by 
the availability of a repeated appeal34, it was not 
positive. However, Bishop consistently defended 
the interests of his subordinates and sent another 

letter, in which confirmed the truthfulness of the 
reasons of father Hoianiuk’s request, pointing to 
the Regional Government on the need to apply to 
the relevant Ministry for a positive solution of the 
problem35.

Another aspect, that connected Bishop 
H. Khomyshyn with Bukovyna were his 
visitations. In particular, detailed evidence of one 
of them in March-April 1915 was preserved36. As 
noted in the work of N.  Myzak and A. Yaremchuk 
«Two Centuries of Serving God and Nation: the 
UGCC in Bukovyna», «a sign event for Chernivtsi 
Greek Catholics was a visit to parish and stay at 
Kelestyn Kostetskyi of Reverend Bishop Hryhorii 
Khomyshyn»37. Rather detailed description about 
it left in his memoirs the local pastor of the Church 
of Assumption of Blessed Virgin father Kelestyn38. 
From the records of father we find out, that before 
coming to Chernivtsi, Bishop Khomyshyn visited 
Campulung (Suceava deanery), because before 
that he had a long journey from Vienna39. He 
left Campulung accompanied by the local pastor 
father Lonhin Porubalskyi40. A telegram about the 
arrival of Reverend Bishop somewhat alarmed 
father Kelestyn. On this occasion he wrote, that 
«I had no happiness to console myself with his 
sympathy»41. Moreover, he even went to church 
to ask the Mother of God «to take in her holy care 
and to guard from any unpleasant adventure with 
sanguine and soon resolving Reverend Bishop, 
whom the omission of his capital and the long 
journey in time undoubtedly somewhere stirred 
up»42. Exactingness of Bishop to subordinates 
and, above all, to himself was well known to all. 
As it turned out, it was not without reason, that 
Chernivtsi pastor sought protection, because the 
unhappiness had a misfortune to happen exactly 
at the time of father Hryhorii’s arrival: due to an 
unstable schedule of trains’ movement (military 
time), a meeting at the railway station did not take 
place, Bishop Khomyshyn arrived earlier and got 
himself to the city43. But Reverend tried to give 
a fair assessment to everything and to appreciate 
different life situations with understanding, that’s 
why the reasons for bad humour or remarks during 
the entire visit he did not find.

Being in Chernivtsi, the Bishop took an active 
part not only in the conduct of worships, but 
also in their preparation. On his daily services at 
the Church of Assumption of Blessed Virgin, he 
administered holy communion to 150-200 people44. 
Since his visit fell on Easter, and everyone wanted 
the Bishop to be in «archbishop’s clothes», then 
the rod and the miter were borrowed from the local 
Orthodox Metropolitanate45.
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The believers have remembered his sciences 
well. One day, he «spoke out of the Ambon for an 
hour, during this sermon all those present were either 
crying or loudly sithing, – so the Reverend, who 
is happy with the gift of rhetorical pronunciation, 
deeply touched the conscious listeners»46. 
About the true talent of H. Khomyshyn to the 
proclamation of sermons repeatedly recollected 
contemporaries47. Unfortunately, only this fragment 
of one of his speeches in Chernivtsi was preserved: 
«Saint Virgin Mary is the Mother of God and our 
mother. Nevertheless, let us respond in all needs 
and especially now in time of terrible war for help 
to mother of mercy and on this goal, we will say 
every day and “Paternoster» and «Lady the Virgin» 
to the heart of Christ; «Paternoster» and «Lady 
the Virgin» in honour of Immaculate Conception 
of Saint Virgin and «Paternoster» and «Lady the 
Virgin» for the dead souls in purgatory»48.

We should also note that in Chernivtsi 
worked a school friend of Hryhorii Khomyshyn 
father Mykola Simovych, whom Bishop gladly 
helped with the completion of his own house. 
M. Simovych (1869-1951) worked for a long time 
as a catechist of secondary schools in Chernivtsi, 
and since the joining of region to Romania and 
even till the coming of Soviet power he was an 
apostolic visitator of the Greek Catholic Church in 
Bukovyna49. Here’s how about this in his memoirs 
wrote father K. Kostetskyi: «That day at vespers, 
which I served and sermonized, Excellency 
was not in the church, because after the divine 
service in my community visited the counsellor 
Korolevych, and then his colleague f. Simovych, 
to whom came also and the father advisor 
Levinskyi and the both monks, and there they 
stayed for dinner, and played preference. At the 
time of visit Archbishop asked father Simovych 
when he will finish the construction of his house in 
Gartengasse (now Fedkovych street in Chernivtsi 
– O.R.), which I showed to Archbishop during 
the ride to the counsellor Korolevych. Father 
Simovych replied, that if he had 500 guilders, 
he would have finished this year and would have 
moved to it in the autumn. Archbishop thought for 
a while and pulled out a purse from his pocket, 
counted 500 guilders (1,000 crowns) and said: «I 
lend you 500 guilders for completion of the house, 
when you have, you will give me back». The great 
fun reigned in the family of f. Simovych, because 
those money helped to complete construction of 
the house in spring and they moved in summer»50.

Archbishop liked the community of local clergy 
so much, that in his spare time he did not refuse to 

play preference. Because «the Bishop was always 
in very good humour»51.

The estimate of state of affairs given by Bishop 
Khomyshyn before departure in the Church of 
Assumption of Blessed Virgin in Chernivtsi was 
excellent: «Everything that I saw here and heard, I 
liked. Potochyska and Chernivtsi are two pearls in 
my entire diocese»52. Some time later, while staying 
in Kolomyia at a meeting of clergy, Chernivtsi 
parish he set as an example for imitation53. Also, for 
a successful work in the field of Christ, he asked the 
Pope about the naming of f. Kelestyn as a mitered 
prelate54.

It is quite natural, that the least information, 
that would link H. Khomyshyn with Bukovynian 
region was preserved since the interwar times: the 
emergence of the border of new states separated 
Chernivtsi and Suceava deaneries from his 
subordination. From all, that was discovered by the 
author, were publications in the newspaper «Chas» 
(«Time») in 1931. It was published in Ukrainian 
in Chernivtsi, sometimes it printed materials about 
socio-political events, actions in the field of culture, 
religion and church in the Ukrainian lands which 
entered in Poland. Therefore, the popular Ukrainian 
newspaper paid attention to the person of f. Hryhorii. 
This is an article55 about his pastoral letter «On the 
political situation of Ukrainian people in the Polish 
state»56 and brief information under the heading 
«Ukrainian Press against Bishop Khomyshyn»57.

The first notice in «Chas» was aimed at 
informing Bukovynian Ukrainians about the 
activity of H. Khomyshyn in the affair of Ukrainian-
Polish co-understanding. The above-mentioned 
work of Bishop caused a significant resonance 
in the Ukrainian and Polish societies58, as it was 
considered by many as a «political landmark» in 
the normalization of Polish-Ukrainian relations59. 
The Ukrainian communities of Bukovyna and 
Galicia were in similar circumstances during the 
interwar period, therefore the editorial office of 
«Chas» paid so much attention to this pastoral 
letter, passing its main content on the first page of 
the newspaper issue: «Bishop Khomyshyn does not 
spare the sharpest words to the Poles, but condemns 
at the same time, sabotages and every revolutionary 
action, as well as Ukrainian politics in the past and 
present», «Bishop Khomyshyn notes in a letter that 
Ukrainians should be fully loyal citizens of the 
Polish state and Polish state must fulfil their lawful 
national and cultural wishes»60. As the two sides 
of the conflict were consistently criticized in the 
letter, the heated discussion in Galicia often turned 
to criticism of the appeal, as it was emphasized 
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that «Bishop Kho myshyn also opposed Ukrainian 
institutions»61.

In 1938, the newspaper «Chas» published the 
«Common Pastoral Epistle of the Episcopate of 
the Galician Province on the occasion of the 950th 
anniversary of Christening of Rus-Ukraine»62, 
which, in addition to Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi, 
was subsequently signed by H. Khomyshyn.

At the end of our work, we’ll recall that in 
the Church of Assumption of Blessed Virgin in 
Chernivtsi is placed the icon of the holy martyr 
Hryhorii Khomyshyn, which is worthy honouring 
not only of his life’s feat, because he died for the 
faith and the church in the Soviet prison63, but 
also the tribute of the Bukovynian Greek Catholic 
Church Community to his activities in the region.

Conclusions. Thus, the period when Bukovyna 
belonged to Stanyslaviv diocese under the care of 
the ruling Bishop H. Khomyshyn covers almost 
two decades (1904-1923). For this time period fell 
several more years of World War I, which became 
a serious obstacle for the normal communication 
of Archbishop with Suceava and Chernivtsi 
deaneries. Later, because of the inclusion of the 
region to Romania also changed the subordination 
of local Greek Catholic parishes, but even then 
the community was interested in the life of the 
believers from Galicia.

On the pre-war decade fell the most active part 
of the administrative work of H. Khomyshyn, 
which consisted in the appointment of priests on the 
parishes of Bukovyna, in defending their interests 
before the local authorities. This is an extremely 
important aspect, since the general reputation of 
the church in the eyes of believers also depended 
on new appointments.

For Bukovynian parishes of the UGCC, the 
arrival of Bishop in 1915 was of great significance. 
His profound, meaningful sermons, participation 
in everyday and festive divine services were a 
noticeable mark. And instead f. Hryhorii received 
the most pleasant impressions from what he saw 
(despite the war).
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