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The economic, social and political events which took place in Central-Eastern 
Europe in 1989 and since which witnessed the end of the Cold War, the dissolution 
of the Warsaw Pact, the fragmentation of the Sovet Union and the emergence of a 
united Germany, have set in motion a recasting of the European security order (Carr, 
1996; Sperling and Kirchner, 1997). In the new Europe, the concept of security has 
been broadened from traditional notions of national (military) security to wider 
concepts of international security, and has necessitated the striking of a new balance 
between the economic, political and ‘order-maintenance’ requirements. Security in 
the Post-cold War is defined increasingly in economic terms and the shadow of war 
has been displaced by the threat of political and economic chaos in Central and 
Eastern Europe. The stability of this new order is seen as contingent upon the suc-
cessful transition of these countries to the market economy and multi-party democ-
racy. A stable economic and political environment is crucial to the transition. 
Consequently, until the transition is completed and consolidated, issues of political 
economy must be understood as elements of the new security order [1].

Crimes against property have been a central concern in many societies and 
cultures throughout history. In the United States, the term property crime typi-
cally refers to the criminal offenses of burglary, larceny, fraud, embezzlement, forg-
ery, motor vehicle theft, and arson. Other less known property crimes include pick 
pocketing, counterfeiting, and shoplifting (a type of larceny). Since the range of 
activities included- in the property crime definition is vast, the term should be 
viewed as a representation of offenses that describe material-based criminality in 
society. In other words, the focus is on crimes against property, not persons [2].

Property crime is defined as incidents where individuals, households or cor-
porate bodies are deprived of their property by illegal means or where their prop-
erty is damaged. It includes offences of burglary, offences against vehicles, theft 
offences, fraud, forgery and criminal damage. For the purposes of this report, rob-
bery is also included as a property crime.

Historically, nonviolent theft was broken down into three categories: larceny, 
embezzlement and false pretenses. The categories differ in the type of property that 
can be stolen and the method of stealing. Modern jurisdictions combine all three 
categories of nonviolent theft into one consolidated theft statute, with a uniform 
grading system largely dependent on the value of the stolen property.

The Criminal Code of the Republic of Poland responsible for the infringe-
ment of the property is set in chapter XXXV, entitled “Crimes against property”. [3] 
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Criminal Code of 1997 defines the term “property benefits”, “ property of consider-
able value” and “property of great value” in the glossary provided by law (Art. 115 
§ § 4,5 and 6 of the Criminal Code).

The current Criminal Code of Poland used the term “movable thing.” In the 
criminal law literature, however, it emphasized that the evaluation of a thing as 
moving in the criminal law should be based on its physical properties [4]. 

Methods of determining the scope of the meaning of «the moving thing» in 
civil law do not coincide with those of the science of criminal law. The significance 
of this concept in the criminal law doctrine is advanced. In addition, § 9 of art. 115 
of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Poland contain the legal definition of mov-
able property or object.

According to that, movable property or object should be attributed Polish or 
foreign currency or other payment resources as well as a document that gives the 
right to receive a sum of money or a mandatory payment of capital, interest, par-
ticipation in profits or the right to participate in joint activities.

In addition, the Criminal Code there are special types of theft from the point 
of view on the subject, it is not a “thing”, such as a computer program (Art. 278 § 2), 
or energy, or card, entitling the holder to obtain money from an ATM (c. 278 § 5). 
This legislative innovation is related to the modern forms of theft of property, aris-
ing from the development of modern technological resources. The consequence of 
this is that the term “moving object” in the criminal law is not identical with the 
interpretation of its civil law, because it covers a wide range of things [5, c. 377]. 

It is necessary to pay attention especially on the three types of crimes defined 
in the Criminal Code as: theft, misappropriation and fraud, the responsibility for 
which is provided respectively in art. 278, 284 and 286 of the Criminal Code.

Current Polish law establishes liability for theft in Art. 278 of the Criminal 
Code and other modified varieties of the offense provided for in the following arti-
cles of the Criminal Code.

The basic structure is the crime of misappropriation to misappropriate 
another’s movable thing. The legislator punishments the action of one who steals a 
computer program in order to achieve the benefits of property (Art. 278 § 2).

The next type of prohibited conduct is the theft of electricity or card autho-
rizing the transfer right to withdraw money from a bank machine – art. 278 § 5 of 
the Criminal Code.

Theft, as a general effect for this group of crimes is acquisition of another 
movable thing for the purpose of assignment. At the same time, we are talking about 
things that have economic value.

The Criminal Code of Poland does not know the concept of “plundering”. 
Polish Criminal Code contains only the criminal liability for brigandage. Brigandage 
(Art. 280 of the Criminal Code) is to capture the opponent’s movable property with 
the purpose of assignment by using one of the following ways: 1) the use of violence 
against a person; 2) immediate threat of violence (psychological violence); 3) bring-
ing the person unconscious or defenseless state.

So, the current Criminal Code of Poland, at first sight, it was possible to 
resolve many controversial positions regarding the understanding of crimes against 
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property. So, this code provides for equal protection of property, regardless of its 
form, the subject of property crime is defined as “someone else’s property.” But as 
rightly point modern Polish scientists and current Criminal Code of Poland is not 
without drawbacks. So, in order to trace the complete system of criminal legal pro-
tection of property, it should be noted that some of the crimes encroaching on 
property and specified in Chapter XXXV of the Criminal Code, can be attributed 
to other chapters of the Criminal Code. It is, for example, Art. 290 of the Criminal 
Code of Poland, which provides for criminal liability for theft as the implementa-
tion of cutting down trees in the forest for the purpose of assignment.
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This article analyzes the question of criminal protection of property under the laws of 
Poland. In this article revealed the benefits of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Poland 
in comparison with its predecessor. Author analyzes such offenses as theft and robbery.
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