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The article is dedicated to the problem of singling out and exploring phonetic ways of 

word-formation by means of exploiting adjectival paradigm in Old English language, due to 

V–XI c. A thorough research is being held in order to systematize the means of expressing the 

high derivational potential of Anglo-Saxon adjectives. Such an investigation is based on 

characteristics of their application in fundamental derivational models of the historical 

period under consideration.  

Phonetic-morphological word-formation (i. e. root sounds interchange) is being shown 

to function as the most widespread phonetic way of new lexical-semantic units’ derivation. 

Another topical issue appears to be the usage of adjectives, – especially as derivational stems, – 

in low-frequency way of word-formation through stress shift, which once again emphasizes 

Old English adjectives' considerable derivational potential and their high semantic valency. 

One more distinctive peculiarity of Old English phonetic word-formation is proved to be its 

application predominantly in combination with other means of lexical units’ derivation. 

Key words: Old English, word-formation, adjectives, phonetics, sound interchange, 

stress, derivational models.  
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»), full – fyllan (« » – « ») [1, . 270].

 – . : strong – strengÞu (« -

» – « »), br d – brædÞu (« » – « ») [1, . 267].
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 [g], [k].

: d aÞ – dead (« » – « ») [1, . 268].
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weard(es)  't -weard (

 « ») [1, . 290];

eald  'or-eald ( -

: « »  « ») [1, . 268].
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