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Bula Svitlana. Correlation of local democracy and the power vertical. 
This article defines the models of interaction between local self-government and 
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the central authorities: partnership model and agent model. Local democracy 
provides the partnership with central government, moreover, the issues related to 
the interests of a territorial community should be in the local authorities 
competence.

The principles of the relation of local democracy and the power vertical are 
established: legality (the division of competences should be legally entrenched); 
priority of community interest; autonomy (especially financial) of local democracy 
authorities, which allowed to ensure good and effective governance, to form the 
bodies of self-organization of population; representation, citizen participation; 
control (from citizens and from central authorities).

It is indicated that the institutes of local democracy being in partnership 
relation with the central authorities in developed democracies. In transitional 
societies, local authorities did not have sufficient attention in the initial stages of 
transit. Local self-government authorities were trying to turn into state agents.

The agent model still exists in Ukraine. Local self-government do not have 
the proper autonomy and can not independently realize the interests of territorial 
communities.

Key words: local self-government, local democracy, agent model, 
partnership model, central authorities
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