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THE CHALLENGES FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION IN UKRAINE
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Oco0MBOCTI BIPOBAJI)KEHHSI THKJIFO3UBHOT OCBITH B Y KpaiHi

VY crarti po3risiHyTO OCHOBHI MpoOJieMH PO3BUTKY IHKJIIO3UBHOI OCBITH B
VYkpaini: npobdiemu npodeciiiHoi KOMIETEHTHOCT1 BUKJIaAaqiB; IpoOIeMU B3a€MOII1
JiTeN 3 0COOTMBUMU NOTpedaMU 31 3JOPOBUMU OJIHONITKAMU; TPoOJIEeMH OpraHizaii
yq00BOr0 TpOIeCY B IHKIIO3MBHOMY Kiaci. [logaroTbCsd MIIAXH BHPINICHHS
BHIII€3a3HAYCHUX MpooseM. Onucani MOXKIUBOCTI Ta €(DEKTUBHICTh IHKIIO31i. ABTOD
aHaTi3y€e JOCBI IHTETPYBAaHHS JITEH 3 OCOOIMBOCTIMH NICUXO(I3UUIHOTO PO3BUTKY B
3arajJbHOOCBITHIM MPOCTip B YKpaiHi.
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Oco0eHHOCTH BHEIPEHUSI MHKIIFO3UBHOTO 00YUYEHHUS B Y KpanHe

B cratbe paccMOTpeHbl OCHOBHBIE MPOOJIEMBI Pa3BUTUS HUHKIIO3UBHOTO
oOpazoBaHuss B YKpauHe: MpoOsieMbl MNPOo(hEeCCUOHAIBHON KOMIETEHTHOCTH
Mearoros; MpoOJeMbl B3aUMOJICHCTBUS JET€M C OCOOBIMH TOTPEOHOCTSIMU CO
3I0POBBIMU  CBEPCTHHKaMH; MpOOJEMbl OpraHu3alvy y4yeOHOro Impolecca B
MHKJIIO3UBHOM KJjacce. lIpencraBieHbl myTH pelieHus BIIIEYTOMSHYTHIX MPOoOsieM.
Onucanbl BOBMOXKHOCTU U 3(P(HEKTUBHOCTh UHKIIO3UU. ABTOP aHAIU3UPYET OMBIT
WHTETPUPOBAHUS JeTEed C OCOOCHHBIMU TMEJAarorMYeCKUMU MOTPEOHOCTSIMU B
00111e00pa30BaTENbHBIX IIKOIaX YKpPauHBbI.

Knrouesvie crnosa: nukiio3us, o0pa3oBaHue, HHTETPUPOBAHUE

The Convention of UNO on the Rights of the Child as a document of an
international level automatically pulls out the requirements to every country as for the
realization of national legislation in accordance with this “world constitution of rights
of a child” Ukraine is undertaking the first steps on this way [2, p. 35].

Since the proclamation of Independence of Ukraine in 1991 the main course of
action in the providing of equal access to high-quality education for children with the
special education needs. In the counterbalance to the widespread form of studies in
the special establishments of education a new inclusive form of education has

appeared in many leading countries of the world. It provides an absolute right for



every child with special needs to study in general establishment according to the
place where this child lives. All the necessary conditions for this purpose are
supposed to be provided [3, p. 9].

It is necessary to stress that due to work of organizations of the public sector
and the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, the inclusive education has
started to spin up in Ukraine. The realization of the inclusive educational model is
developed in practice, especially in pre-school educational establishments and
secondary schools.

For the first time in the text of the Law about the General Secondary Education
the term * the special classes with inclusive education” was assigned [2, p. 37].

Another innovation is that the Conception about the inclusive education has
been worked out.

The elaboration of the Conception of inclusive education development is
caused by the necessity to solve important issues to provide the right for high-quality
education for children with special education needs.

The idea of introducing of the inclusive education is certainly relevant to
current conditions in Ukraine, where differences in faith, gender, ethnicity and ability
to study and work are often seen as a threat rather than a source of richness and
diversity.

Curriculum

Another challenge of inclusive education is curriculum which is unable to
answer the needs of a wide range of pupils including children with physical and
mental disorders. Curriculum is centrally worked out and it is not very flexible for
local adaptations or for teachers who try to do their own research and find new
approaches to teaching. One of the problems is lack of necessary up-to-date
practically oriented programmes and technologies of teaching special children at
comprehensive secondary schools.

Teachers

The main challenge to teachers is to change traditional pattern of thinking.

Another problem is training of teachers. There are few special training courses which



can help teachers to work with special children, to organize the educational process
and make it more successful. It is necessary to mention that there are not enough
methodological guidelines which can help teachers to conduct lessons in an
appropriate way. Teachers also lack for experience of work with children, who have
certain problems in their development [1, p.7].

Language and communication

In our country there are two types of schools: schools with Russian language of
teaching and schools with Ukrainian language of teaching. That’s why the problem is
that teaching can take place in a language which is not the first language for some
pupils. It may lead to difficulties and impossibility to assimilate the subjects.

Physical Barriers

The majority of pre-school establishments and secondary schools are
inaccessible to many learners who have especially physical disorders. In rural areas
of our country the centres of learning are rundown and poorly maintained and
certainly they don’t respond to special needs of their children.

Material and Technical Supplies

One of the problems of introducing of inclusive education is the provision of
classes with the special equipment and redevelopment of schools.

Organization of the education system

Education system in Ukraine is centralized and the change and initiative very
often can meet some barriers. There is lack of information on the number of pupils
excluded from schools. We only know pupils that receive the education at special
schools and at comprehensive secondary schools and there is no support for pupils
who are outside the education system [3, p. 10].

The creation and development of conditions for getting the high-quality
education at general establishments for children with the special education needs is
one of the tasks of the All-Ukrainian fund “Step by step”, which was founded in 1999
by the International Renaissance Foundation (Kiev) and by the International center of

child development (Washington, USA).



According to efficient data, there are 45 % of children with disability from 129,
000 children with the special education needs who have been integrated to general
educational establishments [2, p. 41].

The Fund “Step by Step” initiates the educational projects and programmes
together with the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, Institute of the
Special Pedagogics of Academy of Pedagogical Science of Ukraine and with other
state and public organizations. The main ideas of the Fund are democratic values of
an open society and they are pre-conditions of Ukranian integration to the European
community.

The All-Ukrainian scientific and pedagogical experiment “Social adaptation
and integration of children with the features of mental and physical development in
society by organization of their studies in general educational establishments” began
in 2001.

The main purpose of the experimental programme is the development and
realization of the mechanism of integration of children with the mental and physical
disorders into general educational establishments, their early integration in social
environment taking into account their typology and individual features.

The establishment which carries out the scientific management of the
experiment is the Institute of the Special Pedagogics of Academy of Pedagogical
Science of Ukraine.

The participants of the experiment: 23 general educational establishments from
8 regions of Ukraine

The present results of the experiment are the following:

— 364 children with the features of mental and physical development study in
inclusive classes/groups;

— 546 parents of children with special educational needs have been taking part
in the experiment;

— 467 teachers have completed the course of studies according to the program

“The inclusion of children with the special needs”.



7 Training centers of inclusive education work in cities Ivano-Frankivsk,
Kyiv, Lviv, Poltava, Beloya Tserkov (Kiev Region)

On the basis of 4 institutes of postgraduate pedagogical education in Poltava,
Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk and Beloya Tserkov (Kiev Region) the problem-thematic
courses have been realized [2, p. 56].

The Project “The inclusive education for children with the special needs in
Ukraine”

Term of realization : 2008-2013

The project is financed by the Canadian Agency of International Development
of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)

The project will be realised during 5 years in two schools - Ne 95 in Lviv and
Ne 3 in Simferopol. 470000 American dollars will be spent on the project.

At first all legislative acts will be analysed in regard to people with disability,
existing in Ukraine.

On the second stage, the direct work with teachers and directors of schools for
overcoming the barriers which now exist for inclusive education will begin.

In Lviv and in Simferopol public organizations will be engaged into the
collaboration and the inclusive centers will be created with their help. In such centres
it will be possible to get all the information about the issues of inclusion by parents of
children with disabilities, teachers and officials.

It is necessary to state that in 2011 the centre of rehabilitation of Lugansk Taras
Shevchenko National University was established. The head of this centre is Irina
Klimenko. The objectives of this centre are:

1. To realize the physical rehabilitation of students with the special educational
needs. We can state that 127 students with disabilities got the necessary help during
the years 2011-2012.

2. To help students with the special educational needs with their professional
orientation. We can mention that 127 students underwent the practical training at this

centre during the years 2011 —2012.



3. To organize the inclusive education in Lugansk region. In 2012 the coursers
for teachers in the sphere of inclusive education were held (160 teachers and lectures
took part in these courses). It is necessary to mark that thanks to help of this centre,
300 students with the special educational needs study at Lugansk Taras Shevchenko
National University.

All-Ukrainian fund “Step by step”, one of leading organizations in the field of
inclusive education in Ukraine points out such directions of the further activity in
providing conditions for high-quality education for children with the special needs in
the general establishment: further trainings of teachers, leaders of educational
establishments, teachers of higher pedagogical establishments of education, parents
and representatives of public on issues of inclusive education on the basis of the
Central University of Postgraduate Pedagogical Education in Donetsk, network of
training centers of the program “Step by step” created within the project of recourse
training courses centers in cities Kyiv and Lviv.

The development and acceptance of necessary state legislative documents for
creation of conditions for development and distribution of inclusive model of
education in general establishments of Ukraine.

Formulation of public opinion as for positive attitude toward the studies of
children with the special needs in the conditions of general establishment as provision
of their basic right for education [2, p. 78].

The success of realization of the project “The inclusive education for children
with the special needs in Ukraine” is largely assisted by effective co-operation of
different participants according to their category: parents of children with the special
needs, teachers, assistants, social educators and others. Their faith in a child,
persistence, self-control, readiness to systematic work have become the mortgage of
some positive changes.

The principal reasons which hinder the process of the realization of the idea of
inclusion is insufficient professional preparation of teachers, lack of necessary up-to-
date practically oriented programmes and technologies, the absence of sufficient

possibilities for raising the level of one's skill on this issue, the insufficient material



and technical base which do not give an opportunity to equip classrooms, to
redevelop schools, to enter additional positions and to differentiate payment of
teacher’s work. There is also unreadiness of society to accept the idea of inclusion.

But it is the important constituent of democratization of any civil society.
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Zaika A. Tu.

The challenges for inclusive education in Ukraine

The basic issues of development of inclusive education in Ukraine are
considered in the article: the issues of professional competence of teachers; the issues
of co-operation of children with the special educational needs with healthy children;
the issues of organization of educational process in an inclusive class. The ways of
solving of the above-mentioned problems are presented. The possibilities and
efficiency of inclusion are described. The author analyses the experience of
integration of children with the special educational needs in general schools of
Ukraine. The process of integration of children with special educational needs is one
of the directions of humanization of the whole system of education and answers the
priorities of state politics. It consists in of: personal orientation of education, creation
of equal possibilities to get good education for children and adolescents, providing of
variability of education taking into account the capabilities of students. Inclusive
education includes the following principals: providing of access to all the recourses
of local community, attraction of parents educational process, the usage of results of
current research and practice in the process of realization of inclusive education, team
approach in teaching and upbringing of students that foresees the attraction of
teachers, parents and other experts and working out of programmes in the basis of
which the personal oriented and individual approach is used. These programmes have
to contribute to develop skills during the whole life and to use them in our society.
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