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Shapoval I. A. Subcategorial meanings of predicative and predicate optativity in Ukrainian 
and English. In this article the author researches into the modality of optativity in modern English and 
Ukrainian. The article deals with the category of optativity, constituted by the various-level language 
means of expressing the wish of a subject. The research results prove that the core of the optative utter-
ances is the basic component “I want”, expressed either explicitly or implicitly. 
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, - : If only I had told them both a year ago! If I could just make them understand my point of 
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