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Broslavska L  Ya. Imaginative-evaluative constituent of the concept WAR in the American 
language picture of the world. The article focuses on a number of conceptual metaphors which ver-
balize WAR in the American linguistic worldview. The military conceptual metaphor re  ects some 
ethnical properties of American worldview. The concept WAR proves to be an existential universal 
concept with a set of innate values. Negative evaluation, both intellectual (dreadful war, horri  c 
war and terrible war), ethical (inhuman war, nefarious war and sickening war) and utilitarian (ex-
cruciating war, annihilating war and cruel war), dominates in the semantic meaning of ‘war’. The 
image-evaluative constituents of the concept, particularly its negative features, are broadly revealed 
in metaphors. 
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     war,      -
:  , , : “dreadful war”, “horri  c war”, “terrible war” ( -

 );  , , : “inhuman war”, “nefarious war”, 
“sickening war” (  );  : “excruciating war”, “annihilating war”, “cruel 
war” (  ) (12).
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 WAR / : « » (Your claims are indefensible), « » (  attacked every 
weak point in my argument), « » (His criticisms were right on target), « » (I’ve never 
won n argument with him), « » (I demolished his argument), « » (You disagree? 
Okay, shoot!), «  », « » (If you use that strategy, he’ll wipe you out). 
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 ,        
, ,   ,      [3, 4].   -

    The Corpus of Historical American English (  – COHA) (13), -
    WAR /    -

 ,        .  -
  ,    WAR / ,    : 

, , , ,  / , , , , 
,  .        

 .       . 
      WAR /     

(  )  –       -
         . 

         
 : ,       : 

–   ,       ( ): 
“The war that brought a fortune to Jo Hertz, transformed him, overnight, from a baggy-kneed old 

bachelor <…> to a prosperous” /COHA: Ferber Edna, One Basket, 1947/;
–   ,   : 
“If they called off their silly war <…>” /COHA: Moore Ward, Greener Than You Think, 1947/;
–    : 
“To join this untidy battle, Compass Rose sailed early in the year” /COHA: Nicholas Monsarrat, 

Cruel Sea, 1951/.
       : 

–    ’ ,  –  : 
“<…> son of Civil War General Jesse Lee Reno, who gave his name to Nevada’s notorious 

Biggest Little City in the World” /COHA: Time Magazine: Milestones, 1947/;
–  – ,   : 
“Representative Frederic R. Coudert Jr., Republican of New York, predicted that the President 

would make a plea in his message for unity in the face of foreign aggression” /COHA: C. P. Trussell, 
House Set to Vote Billion in Arms Aid, 1950/.

    :   ,    :
“Hitler became a European menace largely because the internal weakness of the small Versailles-

created eastern countries made them fall easy prey to German aggression” /COHA: Peter Ferdinand 
Drucker, 1940/.

        WAR / 
    ( )  –  : 

–   ,  : 
“And probably none would have been safe, for aggression grows by what it acquires” /COHA: 

Nathaniel Peffer, Our job in the Far East, 1940/.
–   ,   : 
“The seed of her rebellion is suddently uprooted” /COHA: Kanin Garson, Born Yesterday, 1945/. 

   –      -
    :  (  ) – ,  , : 

 “<…> it meant thousands of trained saboteurs, who had learned the arts of destruction in secret 
war upon the Nazis <…>” /COHA: Upton Sinclair, Return of Lanny Budd, 1953/. 

   –        
:     ,  : 

Many cities were entered with only a token ballet of warfare /COHA: Christopher Rand, Reporting 
in China, 1953/.



25

 . . -    WAR/      

   –   / :   ,   :
“You are fools,” the lieutenant snapped. <…> We observe the rules of war” /COHA: Montgomery 

Rutherford George, A Yankee Flier Over Berlin, 1944/.
   –  :    « -

»  « ’  »   « » – « »:
“This was tolerable by a sick land – and the grass had made the nation sick – in peacetime; but 

“war is the health of the state” and the President moved quickly” /COHA: Moore Ward, Greener 
Than You Think, 1947/;

–     :
“These symptoms of revolt, however, served only to obscure radical experimentation in the music 

itself” /COHA: Uys Krige, Death of the Zulu, 1950/;
   –     : -

    : 
“You know, I’ve always wanted to run a  re sale; this’ll be even better – a battle sale!” /COHA: 

McGuire John Joseph, Null-ABC, 1953/.
   –      -

 ’ : 
–  – ,   : 
“<…> keeping the combat entirely verbal, weakening the spirit of our forces and waiting su-

pinely for the enemy to bring the war to us” /COHA: Moore Ward, Greener Than You Think, 1947/.
–    : 
“In this expansion of Europe, as we have suggested, everywhere sharp antagonism existed between 

the impulse from Jesus and other impulses” /COHA: Kenneth Scott Latourette, Anno Domini, 1940/. 
    –      -

  :    : 
“This is the key to the disproportionate quality of German aggression” /COHA: Richard M 

Brickner, Is Germany incurable?, 1943/.
    –      

    :  – ,  : 
“Everywhere in the System, revolt was  aming” /COHA: Simak Clifford D., Empire, 1951/. 

    –     -
   :     ,   

 : 
–   : 
“<…> there’s a full-size battle going on where nobody wants to  ght one” /COHA: McGuire 

John Joseph, Null-ABC, 1953/;
–    ,   : 
“I know that peace will come out of hiding and  ll the emptiness of belligerency” /COHA: New 

York Times: Letters, 1940/.
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“The mental battle that ensued only took a half second, but at the speed of thought, a lot of things 
can happen in a half second” /COHA: Garrett Randall, The Penal Cluster, 957/.

   /  –  :   -
  « »  « », « »  « »: 

“I can choke those, but you can guess what it means to me to see a well-bred woman in the red 
hands of that butcher – that cigar-waving fancy gent! That is my battle, or as Lorry and you would 
say, That’s my lookout!” /COHA: James A. Michener, Return to Paradise, 1951/. 

   –     :   -
  :
“This world, “he mused,” is a place of struggle” /COHA: Merritt Abraham, The Metal Monster, 

1945/.
     –  :    

: 
“In the long war of marriage, in the battle of the friends, Francis Cleary was an open city” /

COHA: Mary McCarthy, Cast a Cold Eye, 1950/.
   –     : -

     : 
“Election battle against one another, Mr. Nixon would be able to conserve his energies for 

the campaign he planned to wage against the weary survivor of the Democratic conventionin Los 
Angeles” /COHA: James Reston, Democrats’ Hopes Are Buoyed; Leadership Wary, 1959/.

   /  –  :   ,  -
  : 

“Undoubtedly the antagonism of business toward OPA has muddied the water, and some of 
the press has been gunning for OPA’s hide from the beginning” /COHA: Michael Darrock, What 
happened to price control? The OPA vs. The in  ationary tide, 1943/.

     –    -
 :     ,  – : 
“Destroy the plant, and you cut the heart out of the drug traf  c. No cops; no hopeless warfare 

against cunning smugglers; no battle with big-money corruption of of  cials” /COHA: Porges Arthur, 
Revenge, 1956/.

   –  :    ,  
  – : 

“We’ve ceased concentrating on the result of mental illnesses and learned to attack the causes” 
/COHA: Bloch Robert, This Crowded Earth, 1958/.

   /  –      -
   :    : 

“Lorry Lundsgard went in to see Dr. Stretti today about a lame wrist – he strained it years ago in 
a great football battle <…>” /COHA: James A. Michener, Return to Paradise, 1951/.

    . WAR /    -
  ,        .   

 war   .    WAR /   -
        –   -

,          
    WAR /     (range of metaphor) 

 . 
  , WAR /         -

,    (scope of metaphor).     WAR /  
  ’   .      -

        .



27

 . . -    WAR/      

        
 WAR /       . .

1.  . .  / . .  //   . – . : 1990. 
– 136 .

2.  . .     / . .  // . :   , 1999. – 896 .
3.  . .       : . . ... . 
.  : 10.02.04 / . . . – ., 2011. – 20 .

4.  . .   . / . . . – . :  , 2002. – . 2- , 
. – 280 .
5.  . .  :      / 

. .  //   .     VII  
. ,     . , 28-29  2011 . – 

 : , 2011. – . 3–6.
6.  . .   / . . . – : , 2007. – 520 .
7.  . .     -    / 

. . . – : ’ , 2008. – 332 .
8.  . .         / . .  // 

  . . . . – 2006. –  725. – . 192–195.
9. Kovecses Z. Metaphor: A Practical Introduction / Z. Kovecses. – Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2002. – 375 p. 
10. Lakoff G. The contemporary theory of metaphor /G. Lakoff // Metaphor and Thought. – Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1993. – P. 202–252.
11. Lakoff G., Johnson M. Metaphors We Live By / G. Lakoff, M. Johnson. – Chicago: Chicago University Press, 

2003. – 242 p.

  
12. Describing Words [  ] //  : http://describingwords.net/adjectives-and-

describing-words-to-describe-war/ 
13. The Corpus of Historical American English (COHA) [  ] //  : http://corpus.

byu.edu/coha/x.asp?r1=&w=1024&h=600 


