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Food safety is one of the most important areas of activities in European Union. 
European Parliament, Council and Commission together with member states laid 
down the conditions guarantying high level of safety of European consumers. Legal 
instruments oblige companies from food and feed sector to fulfil community 
requirements and competent authorities are obliged to create transparent and effective 
system of controls. In relation to that view European Parliament established food and 
feed law which meets consumer expectations expressed by “from stable to table” 
philosophy. That means, that on each stage of food chain all activities taken by 
operators, beginning from harvest through feeding animals, slaughtering and finally 
processing of animal origin products and putting them on to the market, should be 
accomplished following clear, safety rules. Operators, especially food manufacturers 
implement various systems to achieve safety goals. Prerequisite programs like GMP 
and GHP, HACCP system, family of ISO and many others. Also such policy applied 
to feed sector, mainly to producers of feed additives, premixtures and compound feed. 
Entities responsible for primary production and activities related to it should respect 
requirements based on good agriculture practice. That means, that farmers are obliged 
to use plant protection products, soil improvers, veterinary drugs on the responsible 
and safe way to the environment, animals and consumers. This aim is reached by 
farmers themselves, but there are a few national, official authorities which participate 
in improving the quality of food and feed. There are official advisors, financial 
agencies realizing agriculture policy of the Polish government and by the Veterinary 
Inspection as a control body for the feed sector operators.       Veterinary Inspection is 
leaded by  Chief Veterinary Officer and operates on central, regional and district 
level.     

Veterinary Inspection supervises about 620 000 feed sector operators, which 
according to EU law have to be registered or approved to produce, put into the market 
and use feed in nutrition of farm animals. Accordingly to Chief Veterinary Officer 
directions regional and district officers preparing and implementing the official 
control program respecting the frequency, which in 2011 was as follows:  

– at least 4 times a year - establishments approved; 
– once or twice a year - establishments registered; 
– 2% - 10% of registered farms, depending on number of farms in each separate 

districts.  
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In year 2011, 49603 official controls were carried out in 37937 operators, 
including 1235 establishments approved and 36702 registered establishments 
including farms responsible for primary production. 

Chief Veterinary Officer also once a year establishes the frequency of controls 
for rendering sector entities. Rendering plants of category 1 (10) are controlled once 
in a month, category 2 (7) and category 3 (68) – four times a year, the rest of 
operators from utilisation sector (1890) like collecting plants, incineration plants, 
transport operators, technical entities and others are controlled once or twice in a 
year. In total, there were 4252 controls in 2011 year in all together (1975) entities. 
 

Table 1.  
The number of establishments controlled and controls carried out. 

Feed sector                               Rendering sector 
Number of 
establishments 

Number of 
controls 

Number of 
establishments 

Number of 
controls 

37 937 49 603 1975 4252 
 

Based on analysis of results of tests and controls, safety of manufactured feeds 
in 2010, 2011 and previous years still remains on very high level. In case of 
microbiological quality of feed the number of samples which did not fulfil 
requirements has decreased (from  68 in 2010 to  64 in 2011). Number of labelling 
irregularities has slightly increased (from 2132 in 2010 to 2234 in 2011). The 
irregularities of labelling are not serious one and mostly concern wrong qualification 
of feed, lack of obligatory information like specification of ingredients and nutritional 
value. Sometimes inspectors find incorrect information identifying  producers 
(veterinary identification number, address etc.)    

Important element of controls carried out by Veterinary Inspection is detection 
of processed animal proteins in feed materials and compound feed. In 2011 year, 
8122 samples of feed were taken (1092 in feed materials). Analysis were carried out 
using microscopy method, defined by Commission Regulation number 152/2009 
from 27th January 2009, laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for 
official control of feed.  

During official controls in year 2011 tests were carried out to ensure the 
microbiological quality of feed, especially presence of Salmonella. 2057 samples of 
compound feed and 1163 samples of feed materials were examined. 
Enterobacteriaceae were found in 12 of compound feed and Clostridium spp. in  4  
samples of feed materials. As a result of analysis in 50 samples of feed materials and 
compound feed Salmonella was found.  In one of the sample from compound feed 
was found Clostridium.  
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Pic. 1 The results of microbiological monitoring.

 
Also research to mark the level of dioxins and pesticides in compound feed and feed 
materials were carried out. Dioxins were search in 371 samples and 
organophosphorus and organochlorine pesticides in 368 samples. There were 3 
samples of  compound feed and 6 of feed materials where dioxins were found. 
Veterinary Inspection has collected 15073 samples for laboratory tests in year 2011. 
4542 were from approved and 10331 from registered operators . Materials for tests 
were samples taken during official controls from national feed operators, imported 
feed, from private feed producers and operators producing feed own purposes. There 
were 19790 analysis conductede. Irregularities of quality were found in 535 analysis, 
what represents about 2, 7% of all samples.  
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Pic. 2 The number of samples, analysis and infrigements.

 
 

Veterinary Inspection has found infringements relating to: 
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- technical and organizational conditions in feed plants and distributing points; 
- functioning of operation procedures of HACCP system and GMP and GHP 

programs; 
- production, distribution and use of medicated feed; 
- labelling of feed;  
- collecting, transport, storage, manipulating, processing of animal by-products.  
On the final stage Veterinary Inspection controls based on National Residue 

Control Plan (NRCP) verifies the effectiveness of supervision on previous stages of 
food chain. Due to NRCP assumptions 28 899 samples of animal origin products 
were taken. The number and type of analysis were in 2011 planned on European 
Commission recommendations basis and on risk analysis for food sector in Poland 
and member states of European Union. In 2011 were just  77 positive samples.   

The presence of veterinary medicinal products, in general, were not observed in 
food products. Forbidden VMP’s like chloramfenikol, nitrofurans, beta-agonists, 
neuroleptics and anthelmintic drugs were not detected in food samples. Positive 
assessment of NRCP results is fully confirmed by European Commission  reports on 
realization of 27 National Residue Control Plans implemented in member states. 

To sum up those results proved high level of safety of feed intended for farm 
animals. Analysis of results of MANCP we may claim that situation in Polish feed 
sector is stable and we have high level of health protection of our consumers.  
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