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Summary 
Nazar Kalynovskyi (nkalynovskyi@mail.ru) 

Zhytomyr National Agroecological University, Ukraine. 
THE LITTER MITES AS POTENTIAL AGENTS OF PARASITIC 

DISEASES OF ANIMALS 
The paper describes structural changes in forest litter mesofauna composition 

in fresh pine forest of different age (cut, 4-, 23-, 45- and 90-year old) in the Northern 
part of Ukrainian Polissya (Lygyny forestry, Zhytomyr region) depending on the 
season (spring, summer, and fall). Regardless of the season, forest litter mesofauna 
was represented predominantly by mites and springtails, which made up 97 to 99%. 
During the year, the absolute density of mites (Prostigmata, Mesostigmata, 
Oribatida, Astigmata), springtails, and total invertebrates fluctuated.  
The highest value of mites to springtails ratio was observed in spring, summer, and 
fall litter of the young and middle-aged forest and in summer and fall litter of the 
mature forest.  

Key words: pine forest, litter mesofauna, mites, springtails, density. 
 – ., . 


