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CARDIAC ARRHYTHMIAS IN HORSES: PREVALENCE, ETIOLOGY 
AND DIAGNOSIS 

 
Performance of animals depends on the functional state of the cardiovascular 

system, which in horses has significant spare capacity and adaptation. Significant 
physical activity or action of stress factors can cause heart disease, reducing the 
period of exploitation of animals. Heart disease in horses for a long time can be 
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asymptomatic, so the development of cardiovascular diseases can be prevented by 
early diagnosis. 

Diagnosis, especially regarding health forecasting horses with cardiac disease 
is complex. For veterinary specialist is important to know the anatomy and 
physiology of the cardiovascular system in horses and the ability to communicate 
clinical diagnostic syndromes. Therefore there is a need for a thorough study of the 
causes and characteristics of diseases of the cardiovascular system in horses, their 
diagnosis and treatment. 

To confirm cardiovascular disease in horses is necessary to use special 
methods of investigation, in particular electrocardiography. 

Horses arrhythmias more frequently recorded in comparison with other species 
of animals, but most of them are physiological in origin. Except for atrial fibrillation, 
abnormal arrhythmias are common in horses with heart disease, gastrointestinal 
disorders and respiratory diseases. 

Pathological arrhythmias, unlike physiological, may be accompanied by 
clinical symptoms (decreased physical performance, loss of consciousness, collapse).  

Key words: arrhythmia, horses, heart disease, failure, valvular apparatus, 
load, symptoms, hypertrophy, collapse  
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