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THE FEATURES OF GROWTH OF DUCK’S OVIDUCT IN THE 
POSTNATAL PERIOD OF ONTOGENESIS 

 
Th  paper presents the morphometrical indexes of oviduct in ducks of the cross 

from one to 360 days old. It has been determined that the growth of duck’s oviduct in 
postnatal period of ontogenesis occurs within the four stages. This first stage is a «stage 
of a relative mildness» (1–150 days) characterizes with an enlargement of weight of 
oviduct in 36.6 times, indicating on a high proliferative activity of cell structures. A 
growth rate of the length of oviduct (0.39) in 2.31 times less than a coefficient of 
growth of the weight of the oviduct (0.9). The second stage is a «stage of an intensive 
development» continuing for 80 days from a 150–210-day. During it, the intense of 
the growth of the oviduct is 80 time more than the intense of growth rate of the duck. 
And absolute length of the oviduct grows in 6.08 times which is the most growth of 
the length of the organ during the entire post-natal period of ontogenesis.The third 
stage is the «stage of a stable functioning», being the most continuing (210–330 days) 
in the post-natal period of ontogenesis. It characterizes with an insignificant growth 
(1.24 times) of an absolute weight of the oviduct. The unit growth speed of the weight 
of the oviducts equals to 0.18 %, which is 13.44 and 35.5 times less than during the 
first and second stages correspondently.The fourth stage is the «stage of involution» 
continuing from the 330- to 360-day age and characterizes with an atrophic 
processes in the oviduct. A growth rate of the weight lowers to –123. The unit growth 
speed of the length of the oviduct totals –1.5 %, growth speed rate equals to –79. The 



.                    16  2 (59)  2, 2014 

 160 

morphometrical parameters of oviduct of clinically healthy ducks are suggested to use as 
normal parameters in case of diagnostics of the disease of oviduct. 

Key words: ducks, ontogenesis, postnatal period, oviduct, organometry, 
morphometrics indexts, stages of growth.  
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