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Abstract. The article is devoted to the study of the dynamics of innovation activity of industrial en-

terprises, definition of the status and prospects of development of innovative activity. The main factors 
influencing the development of innovation activities in Ukraine and substantiates the objective necessi-
ty of creating the conditions for accumulation of investment resources and strengthening the innova-
tive potential of the economy. 
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СУЧАСНИЙ СТАН ТА АКТИВІЗАЦІЯ ІННОВАЦІЙНОЇ ДІЯЛЬНОСТІ  

НА ПІДПРИЄМСТВАХ УКРАЇНИ 
 
Анотація. Стаття присвячена дослідженню динаміки інноваційної активності промисло-

вих підприємств, визначенню стану та перспектив розвитку інноваційної діяльності. Розгля-
нуто основні чинники, що впливають на розвиток сфери інноваційної діяльності в Україні та 
обґрунтовано об’єктивну необхідність створення умов для акумулювання інвестиційних ре-
сурсів і посилення інноваційного потенціалу економіки. 
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ТЕКУЩЕЕ СОСТОЯНИЕ И АКТИВИЗАЦИЯ ИННОВАЦИОННОЙ ДЕЯТЕЛЬНОСТИ  

НА ПРЕДПРИЯТИЯХ УКРАИНЫ 
 
Аннотация. Статья посвящена изучению динамики инновационной деятельности про-

мышленных предприятий, определению состояния и перспектив развития инновационной 
деятельности. Рассмотрено основные факторы, которые влияют на развитие сферы ин-
новационной деятельности в Украине и обоснована объективная необходимость создания 
условий для аккумулирования инвестиционных ресурсов и укрепления инновационного по-
тенциала экономики. 

Ключевые слова: инновация; инновационное развитие; активизация инновационной дея-
тельности; промышленные предприятия. 

 
Relevance of the research topic. The activization of innovative activity issue is highly relevant for 

Ukraine. Practical implementation of the strategy of innovative development of the economy requires 
first and foremost enhancing innovation activity at all levels: government - industry - region - the enter-
prise. Under conditions of globalization innovation becomes a powerful stimulus to the development of 
entrepreneurial activity and creates conditions for the progressive activation of various business pro-
cesses. Innovative activities should be focused on the use and commercialization of the results of re-
search and development, to ensure the release of new competitive products and services to the mar-
ket, which is especially relevant now for Ukrainian enterprises. 

Problem statement. The solution of many problems of the national economy depends upon each 
enterprise. At present stage of development of the Ukrainian economy systematic implementation of 
innovation in enterprises is the most important factor contributing to the increase of competitiveness of 
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the optimal use of productive capacity and adaptation to the constant changes in the world. According 
to the approved plan of activities of the Government of Ukraine, the course of development of the 
Ukrainian economy up to 2018, the main priority is promotion the export of products [10]. The integra-
tion of domestic enterprises into world trade is not possible without their subsequent transformation 
into line with market requirements, overcoming the economic backwardness from the highly developed 
countries, investing in their innovative development, primarily in the scientific and industrial sphere in 
order to increase their competitiveness. The main constraints that impede innovation in enterprises is 
the lack of financial and investment resources, limited types of innovation and practical methods of 
their application. 

The issue of innovation activity of domestic enterprises acquires fundamental importance in the 
context of market reforms in Ukraine and increasing the management efficiency. 

Unlike developed countries, a national innovation system has not yet established in Ukraine. Inno-
vative processes in Ukraine have not received sufficient scale and were not a significant factor in GDP 
growth. Innovation activity as a means of achieving competitiveness has alternatives, but reduction in 
the number of innovative companies is for typical for Ukraine. 

Review of recent papers and research. A considerable contribution to the study of various as-
pects of the innovation activity of the enterprise was made by such researches as L. L. Antoniuk [1], 
O. I. Bilokon [2-3], O. I. Honta [4], S. M. Illiashenko [5], S. O. Polkovnychenko [7], A. M. Poruchnyk [1], 
V. S. Savchuk [1], P. S. Khariv [13] and others. 

Uninvestigated parts of general matters defining. Despite the large number of studies and pub-
lications on the issues of innovation, its aspects remain controversial. The need for in-depth scientific 
research of innovation activity in the enterprises of Ukraine, taking into account the peculiarities of 
market relations remains unsolved. 

The aim of this study is to present the current state of innovation development of Ukrainian enter-
prises, and to identify ways of creating conditions for accumulation of investment resources and foster 
innovation in strengthening the innovative potential of the economy. 

Basic material presentation. Innovation policy is an integral part of the socio-economic policy. It 
should combine science, technology, production, consumption, financial system, education with com-
mon tasks, and should be focused on the use of intellectual resources, the development of high-tech 
industries and economy priorities. There are three main sources of objective priorities [9]: 

1. Increasing limitations of production resources and the emergence of this problem based on the 
current and projected imbalances in the national economy. The more limited any kind of resource, the 
more scientific and technological progress should focus on the economy and the replacement of this 
type of resource. 

2. Development and implementation of new technologies, organizational and technical activities 
that will ensure the achievement of better results in a minimum of time. 

3. Elimination or reducing the impact of social constraints concerning health, working conditions 
and human life, the need to maintain the ecological balance. 

An essential factor in the development of innovation-based economy is the establishment of an ef-
fective financial mechanism of innovative development of enterprises. Today, managing the innovation 
process - is, first of all, managing financial resources and stimulating innovation development through 
the institutions and instruments of financial mechanism . 

In modern market economy enterprises have key role in solving basic economic problems - the es-
tablishment of economically sustainable production of goods and services that society needs. The in-
dicator, which combines competitive goods producers, industries and characterizes the position of the 
country on the world market, the global competitiveness index. In general terms, it is characterized by 
the ability of the country under conditions of free competition, to produce goods and services that meet 
the requirements of the global market, the implementation of which increases the welfare of the coun-
try and its citizens. One of the main factors of increasing competitiveness is innovation, which is de-
termined by the effectiveness of the state's ranking in international indexes. Ukraine took 76th place 
out of 144 countries in the Global Competitiveness Index 2014-2015, GCI against 84 seats in 2013-
2014 years according to the report of the World Economic Forum. Rating was formed based on a sur-
vey of 14,000 business leaders in 144 countries. By all accounts on the "Innovation" index in 2013-
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2014 Ukraine went down in the ranking. The most significant drop was recorded in the criterion of "in-
novative ability" - from 58 to 100 position. [12] 

In recent years Ukraine has seen a considerable drop in innovation activity of industrial enterprises, 
particularly in the period 1994-2013 years, nearly 2-fold, namely from the level of 26% in 1994 to 
around 16.8% in 2013. There is a tendency to reduce the number of implemented into production in-
novations. The number of companies that acquire intellectual property rights and obtain permission to 
use the intellectual property rights are reducing [8]. 

Innovation activity of Ukraine`s industrial enterprises has been distributed as follows (Fig. 1) 

 
Fig. 1. Innovation activity of industrial enterprises 
Source: http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/Arhiv_u/16/Arch_nay_zb.htm. 
 

Ukraine is among the countries with developed industrial base and sufficiently high potential. How-
ever, the structure of the national economy is dominated by industries that extract raw materials or 
manufacture products with a low degree of processing for export, load capacity of which depends on 
external demand. 

During 2012-2014 the share of enterprises that engaged in innovation activity was 14.6%, including 
implementing technological innovations - 9.5% (5.2% - food and 7.2% - processing), non-technological 
- 8.6% (4.7% - organizational and 6.4% - marketing). By types of economic activity presented in Fig. 2, 
during 2012-2014 the highest share of innovative enterprises was in the processing industry enterpries 
for the supply of electricity, gas and conditioned air, as well as information and telecommunications[3]. 

During 2012-2014 by geographical location of partners 16% of innovative enterprises cooperate 
with the enterprises of Ukraine, 5.7% - in Europe, 1.3% - in China and India, 1.2% - the USA. In other 
countries, there are 3% of the companies-partners for innovation. Almost half of enterprises with tech-
nological innovation implemented in 2014, innovative products, of which more than a quarter - new to 
market, 87% - new to enterprise. The amount of implemented in 2014 innovative products was 2.8% 
(including new to market - 0.9%, new to enterprises - 1.9%) of total sales of the enterprises surveyed. 
[3] 

Apart from technological innovation, enterprises can be active in the organizational and / or market-
ing innovations that support food and protsessing innovation, improve the quality and efficiency of the 
enterprise and better the exchange of information and use of new knowledge and technologies, and 
also may affect the company's performance, access to new markets or market segments and develop-
ing new ways to promote products. Important and key partners of enterprises introducing innovations 
are suppliers of equipment, materials, software and consumers. 

 

1462 
1715 1609 

224 215 189 124 114 94 100 85 83 

840 
1082 993 

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2010 2013 2014

u
n

it
s 

The number of enterprises that were engaged in innovative.  The number of enterprises that
were engaged in innovative activities

That spent money on internal scientific and research work

That spent money on external scientific and research work

That spent money on the acquisition of other external knowledge

http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/Arhiv_u/16/Arch_nay_zb.htm


Науковий вісник Полісся № 4 (8), ч. 2, 2016                               Scientific bulletin of Polissia № 4 (8), р. 2, 2016 

 
ІННОВАЦІЇ 

 

 218 
Davydenko, O. L. Current situation and activization of innovative 
activity at the enterprises of Ukraine 
 

 

 
Fig. 2. The innovative activity of enterprises by economic activity in 2012-2014. (In % to the total num-

ber of surveyed companies) [3] 

 
According to the State Statistics Service of Ukraine the corresponding data (Table 1) were pre-

sented at the innovation activity of the enterprises of Ukraine for 2015. [2] 
Table 1 

Innovation activity of industrial enterprises by region 

 

Number of Innovation Active Enterprises The costs of 
innovation 

activity, mln. UAH 

The costs of imple-
mented innovative 

products,total amount, 
mln. UAH 

Total 
amount 

 

In % to the total number of 
surveyed companies 

Ukraine  824 17,3 13813,7 23050,1 

Vinnitsa 25 14,7 575,3 192,4 

Volyn 12 11,5 65,3 383,6 

Dnipropetrovsk 63 13,0 7568,9 1145,5 

Donetsk
2
 28 11,7 827,6 4591,8 

Zhytomyr 28 15,5 32,6 372,3 

Zakarpattia 14 10,1 22,5 583,2 

Zaporizhia 49 20,9 321,0 3162,3 

Ivano-Frankivsk 27 21,6 92,2 242,0 

Kyiv 44 13,3 144,8 618,8 
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2
 9 11,3 24,3 373,2 

Lviv 64 19,3 277,8 1193,9 

Mykolaiv 29 31,2 291,6 71,2 

Odesa 36 19,4 49,7 544,4 
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*Без урахування тимчасово окупованої території Автономної Республіки Крим, м.Севастополя та частини зони про-
ведення антитерористичної операції. 

*Починаючи зі звіту за 2015р. –юридичні особи видів економічної діяльності промисловості з чисельністю працюючих 
50 осіб і більше. 

 
As can be seen from the table, among the regions above average in Ukraine, the share of innova-

tion active enterprises was in Mykolayiv, Kharkiv, Kirovohrad, Ivano-Frankivsk, Zaporizhia, Kherson, 
Sumy, Odesa, Lviv and Ternopil regions. 

In 2015 the enterprises  have spent 13.8 billion on innovation, including on purchase of machinery, 
equipment and software - 11.1 billion, on internal and external research and development - 2.0 billion, 
on the acquisition of other external knowledge (acquisition of new technologies) - 0.1 billion and 0 6 
billion - on education and training of personnel for the development and implementation of new or sig-
nificantly improved products and processes, activity on market innovation and other work related to 
creation and introduction of innovations (other expenses). The distribution volume in areas of innova-
tion expenditures is shown in Fig. 3. [2] 

Fig. 3. The volume of distribution costs in areas of innovation activity, % 

 
Means were spent mostly by enterprises of Kiev, Dnepropetrovsk, Donetsk, Kharkov and Vinnitsa 

regions; among the types of economic activity - the metallurgical production (56.3%), in manufacture 
of basic pharmaceutical products and pharmaceutical preparations (11.5%), food products (8.3%), 
machinery and equipment, not attributed to other equipment (5 4%). 

The major source of innovation expendituresfinancing  is proper funds of enterprises - 13,427.0 mln 
(or 97.2% of total expenditure on innovation). The state budget funds received 11 enterprises, local 
budgets - 15, the total of which amounted to 589.8 mln (0.7%); domestic investors funds received 9 
enterprises, foreign ones - 6, in the total volume amounted to 132.9 mln (1.9%); loans benefited 11 
enterprises, which amounted to 113.7 mln. (0.8%). 

In 2015 industrial enterprises have introduced 3136 innovative products, of which 548 - new only to 
markets, 2588 - new only to enterprises . Of the total number of introduced products 966 - new types 
of machinery, equipment, instruments, apparatus, etc. The greatest number of innovative products 
introduced at the enterprises of Ternopil (27.2% of the total number of introduced innovative products 
kinds), Zaporozhye (12.7%), Lviv (8.0%), Kharkov (6.6%) oblasts and Kyiv (14.4%); by economic ac-
tivity - at the enterprises for the production of machinery and equipment not classified in other groups 
(22.9%), paper and paper products (16.2%), food products (11.3%), metallurgical production (5, 5%). 
[2] 

The amount of introduction of innovative technological processes (new or improved methods of 
processing and manufacturing) accounted for 1217, the largest of which have been implemented by 
the enterprises of Kharkiv (17.4%), Sumy (15.2%), Zaporizhzhya (9.4%), Dnipropetrovsk (6 3%) re-
gions and of Kyiv city (12.5%); by economic activity - in the production of machines and equipment not 
related to the other groups (25.3%), other transportation means (12.3%) and food products (7.8%). Of 
the total amount of the introduction of innovative technological processes 458 - low-waste, resource-
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saving. 
In the year of 2015, 570 companies sold innovative products at 23.1 billion. Among these enter-

prises 37.4% realized production outside Ukraine, the volume of which amounted to 10.8 billion. Every 
fourth company realized production that was new to  market. The volume of such products amounted 
to 7.3 billion, nearly two-thirds of its companies set for export. A significant number of enterprises 
(86.0%) realized production that was new only to the enterprise. Its volume amounted to 15.8 billion. 
Every third company sold 40.1% of such products outside Ukraine. With the aim of innovation imple-
mentation, 181 companies acquired 1131 new technology, of which 66 - outside Ukraine. Of a total of 
the technologu amount 439 ones are acquired with the equipment, of which 43 - outside Ukraine; 393 
- as a result of research and development (12); 120 - under the contracts for the acquisition of patent 
rights, licenses for the use of inventions, industrial designs, utility models (8); 37 - under the contracts 
for the acquisition of technology and know-how (3); 129 - together with targeted the recruitment of 
qualified staff. As a result of innovation activity 9 companies have created new technologies, of which 
98 were transferred to other enterprises, including 20 - outside Ukraine. [2] 

Ukrainian enterprises have been developed under difficult circumstances, facing the inevitable limi-
tations established by imperfect legislation and other market institutions. Such problem areas can be 
identified that create obstacles to the development of enterprises: financing; taxation; inspection; li-
censing system; check in; licensing; standards and certification; export. Recent decades have shown 
that under conditions of dynamic innovation development, large enterprises can not operate success-
fully without a system of small and medium-sized enterprises. The system with insufficient diversity 
loses flexibility, the ability to adapt quickly to changes, reducing its effectiveness. Recently, there ap-
pearing government programs that declares the transition of the economy to an innovative way of de-
velopment, state support of innovation activity. Despite the fact that the Ukrainian government, and 
scientists agree that the innovation process is in poor condition, significant improvements in this area 
for many years do not occur. 

So, for the past 15 years, the use of national scientists research findings in the field of innovation 
activities of neighboring countries is increasing, the number of use of possible base of innovation ac-
tivity objects in Ukraine is reducing as well as  the number of innovative companies. İt should be noted 
that among the European Union countries the minimum indicators of innovation activity in Portugal is 
26% and Greece - 29%, but even these figures are twice as high as in Ukraine. And compared to the 
leading countries such as the Netherlands (62%), Austria (67%), Germany (69%), Denmark (71%) and 
Ireland (74%), the gap with Ukraine is almost five times. [11, 84] 

Ukraine differs from the more economically developed countries on account of weak participation of 
the business sector in the financing and implementation of research and development. In economies 
where activity in the field of research and development is still at a low level, the vast majority of com-
panies have a low inclination to innovate and insufficient innovation level. Only a small part of the 
companies define the development of new products as their priority and processes as the basis of 
their competitive strategy. Therefore, most companies focus on the adaptation of imported technolo-
gies and know-how. 

The state innovation policy of Ukraine is not focused on the development of small and medium-
sized enterprises that do not comply with the general global and European trends. National Innovation 
Policy of Ukraine does not create conditions for enterprises, as the main innovators in the national in-
novation system. Small, medium and large enterprises do not have the motivation to transform the 
results of research and development into new products and services, and to conduct their own re-
search and development. In addition, there is a low level of innovation cooperation between enterpris-
es and research institutions. 

Until today, there is a serious lack of effective economic incentives for the modernization of enter-
prises based on new knowledge. Over recent years, on account of the crisis of the banking system, 
corporate and consumer lending innovative enterprises by banks were severely limited. As far as the 
international venture capital funds are concerned, they do not show a deep interest in the Ukrainian 
technology projects for the sole reason that these projects focus on the technology itself and not on 
the commercial aspects. Thus technology venture capital funds should be created with the govern-
ment jointly (co-financing funds). Another factor influencing the technological investment is the poten-
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tial of domestic managers in addressing issues related to aspects of new technology trade. The key 
issue in Ukraine is the gap between the stated political objectives and the actual implementation of 
policy measures. Official statements about the need for innovation development are not supported by 
carefully designed measures and, in particular, appropriate and effective mechanisms, programs and 
framework conditions. There is a need to place the focus on the Ukrainian technological and sectoral 
targets, as approved in the new "Program of development of investment and innovation activity in 
Ukraine." However, for the implementation of this priority special public assistance programs and tools 
to support innovation need to be developed, along with a strong co-ordination structure. National inno-
vation system and the innovation infrastructure should be strengthened for the benefit of small and 
medium-sized innovative enterprises. Despite the fact that the Ukrainian legislation in the sphere of 
intellectual property almost been brought into line with EU legislation should continue to improve gov-
ernment regulation and economic incentives of companies [6, р. 49]. 

Regarding credit support to enterprises engaged in innovative activities, it is appropriate to provide 
the following: compensation (complete or partial) of the interest on loans paid by companies to banks 
and to other financial and credit institutions for crediting innovative projects; interest-free loans (with 
inflation indexation) of innovative projects in the priority areas, the provision of government guarantees 
to banks involved in lending to innovative projects in the priority areas, the allocation of the state 
budget for research and development of a fixed percentage of the credit support of innovative projects. 
It is also appropriate to introduce income tax concessions for newly established enterprises for a cer-
tain period, in the case: the sale of high-tech products; exports of high-tech products, the acquisition of 
new technologies, receipt of revenues as a result of the invention. To develop the harmonization of 
standards based on international ones. To create a fund to support new innovative enterprises (state-
owned company) to provide start-up capital in the form of loans on a competitive basis. Loans can be 
used for investment in machinery and equipment, working capital, expansion of innovative projects. 

Credit support of innovation in enterprises will provide incentives for the implementation of innova-
tive projects, aiming at innovation expenditure, modernization of equipment, technology and software. 
A fixed percentage of spending on research and development in the state budget for the credit support 
will facilitate the creation and growth of new high-tech companies and the realization of their own re-
search projects. Preferential income taxation of newly established high-tech companies will lead to a 
sharp increase in their number, volume of high-tech production, high-tech exports, technological up-
grading and to stimulate domestic inventive activity. The introduction of tax incentives for research and 
development in the form of income tax reduction in the amount equal to a certain part of the costs of 
research and development during the financial year, will increase the financial resources of enterpris-
es and create incentives for innovative research companies. Bringing Ukrainian standards into line 
with the international ones will facilitate the introduction of  new products and services that ultimately 
affect the amount of innovation in enterprises and promote innovation. International standards will fa-
cilitate overcoming the existing barriers that preventing the export of Ukrainian goods and services, 
and will help to enter the international markets. 

The activation of innovative activity of scientific and industrial fields is an important task and  condi-
tion of the formation of economic independence of Ukraine. It is obvious and clear that the solution to 
the problems of activization of innovative activities, including considering the experience of the devel-
oped countries is the main guarantee of the economic crisis overcoming and the implementation of 
successful market reforms. 

Conclusion. At present, as shown in practice, there is no appropriate economic conditions for the 
introduction of innovations in enterprises. The need for modernization and restructuring of the econo-
my requires the creation of conditions for the accumulation of investment resources and strengthening 
the innovation capacity of the economy. In order to stimulate innovation in the industrial sector it is 
necessary: the motivation of employees to innovate, reducing migration of scientists; legislative 
changes in the field of innovation with respect to benefits and incentives (tax cuts to companies that 
are developing, improvement of depreciation policy); the expansion of funding sources; Close cooper-
ation with foreign enterprises, exchange of experience; revitalization of industrial parks by state sup-
port; expansion of the practice of innovative enterprises of medium-term loans with reduced interest 
rates. 
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Companies that are engaged in innovative activities on their own, have an advantage since they do 
not depend on leading companies that export under the slogan of new technologies actually transfer 
the outdated developments. Innovation, and therefore the science that produces them is now less 
available than the valuable natural resources. The reason for this is that only advanced countries pos-
sess them, that make no sense to hurry with their sales, because they are capable of holding a mo-
nopoly position and thus assign a profit. Possession of innovation, which are stimulators of enterprise 
development, ensures victory in the competition. Obviously, the solution to the problems of activization 
of innovative activity of the enterprises is the main key to success of market reforms. In addition, inter-
national experience shows that the way out of the economic crisis is impossible without innovation 
activity. For most businesses, innovation becomes the main factor of development. 
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