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The se ond bi  lin uisti  in asion ame as 
a result of the ikin  raids on ritain  whi h 
be an in   and ontinued at inter als for 
some  years  Re ular settlement be an in the 
mid-9th entury  and within a few years the anes 
ontrolled most of astern n land   In 99  

a further in asion brou ht a series of i tories 
for the anish army  and resulted in the n lish 
kin  thelred  bein  for ed into e ile  and the 

anes sei in  the throne  n land then stayed 
under anish rule for  years   

Runes  ld n lish was written in the 
runi  alphabet  This alphabet was used in 
northern urope – in S andina ia  present-day 

ermany and the ritish Isles – and it has 
been preser ed in  ins riptions and a few 
manus ripts  It dates from around the rd entury 

 o one knows e a tly where the alphabet 
ame from  but it seems to be a de elopment 

of one of the alphabets of Southern urope  
probably the Roman  whi h runes resemble 
losely

The period we all iddle n lish runs 
from the be innin  of the th entury until the 
middle of th  It is a dif ult period to de ne 
and dis uss  lar ely be ause of the han es 
takin  pla e between the mu h more distin ti e 
worlds of ld n lish and odern n lish  The 
manus ripts i e an impression of onsiderable 
lin uisti  ariety and rapid transition  lso  the 

radual de ay of n lo-Sa on traditions and 
literary pra ti es  o erlappin  with the sudden 
emer en e of ren h and atin litera y  It 
is not until  that a lear fo us emer es  in the 
work of Chau er  but by then the period is almost 
o er  Chau er himself  indeed  is more often seen 
as a forerunner of odern n lish poetry than as 
a lima  to iddle n lish  – 

The iddle n lish period laid the 
foundation to the later emer en e of se eral 
important onstru tions  Chief amon  this was 
a pro ressi e form whi h was used mu h more 
fre uently towards the end of the period  Its use 
then in reased drammati ally in arly odern 

n lish  
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 in this year en est fou ht a ainst the 
elsh near ipppedes eot and there slew twel e 
elsh nobles  and one of the thanes  whose name 

was ipped  was slain there    in this year 
en est fou ht a ainst the elsh and aptured 

innumerable spoils  The htin  went on for 
se eral de ades  but the imposition of n lo-
Sa on power was ne er in doubt   y the end 
of the th entury  the foundation was established 
for the emer en e of the n lish lan ua e   

ost of the n lo- orman kin s were unable 
to ommuni ate at all in n lish – thou h it is 
said some used it for swearin  owe er  by the 
end of the th entury  the situation had han ed  
Ri hard II addressed the people in n lish 
durin  the Peasants  Re olt  enry I s 
spee hes at Ri hard s deposition were made in 

n lish  nd enry s will was written in n lish 
 – the rst royal will to be so  

The orthumbrian monk ede known as the 
enerable ede  orn at onkton on Tyne in 
  he was taken at the a e of  to the new 

monastery at earmouth  mo in  in  to the 
sister monastery in arrow  where he worked 
as a writer and tea her  e died in  and 
buried in arrow  is masterpie e   the istoria 

lesiasti a entis n lorum lesiasti al 
istory of the n lish ation  was be un in 

his late years and nished in  Its fo us is the 
rowth of Christianity in n land  but its s ope 

is mu h wider  and it is re o ni ed as the most 
aluable sour e we ha e for early n lish history  
ritten in atin  an old n lish translation 

was made in the rei n of lfred the reat   
 – 

The Cornishman ohn of Tre isa d   
who be ame an ford s holar and ler yman  
made in  a translation of Ranulf  i den s 

atin Poly roni on – so alled be ause it was 
the hroni le of many a es  from the reation to 

 t one point  i den re iews the lan ua e 
tea hin  situation in n land  and i es two 
reasons for the de line of the mother ton ue   
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n lish  as any lan ua e  is an ine haust-
ible resour e  of reat beauty  omple ity  and 
power  

illiam Shakespeare –  was born 
in Stratford-upon- on  the son of ohn Shake-
speare  a lo er and ary rden  of farmin  
sto k  u h un ertainty surrounds his early 
life  du ated at the lo al rammar s hool  in 

he married nne athaway  from a lo al 
farmin  family  The modern era of Shake-
spearean s holarship has lon  been noted for 
its meti ulous in esti ation of the te t  hro-
nolo y and authorship of the plays  and of the 
theatri al  literary and so io-histori al onte ts 
whi h a e rise to them  – 

“ rom the point of iew of the diale t ba k-
round  Captaim yels Standish was  e ep-

tional  the only Pili rim to ome from the Isle 
of an

  -
  

Chau er him-
self  indeed  is more often seen as a forerunner 
of odern n lish poetry than as a lima  to 

iddle n lish  – 



àóêîâèé â³ñíèê Õåðñîíñüêîãî äåðæàâíîãî óí³âåðñèòåòóÍ 21


