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DEVELOPMENT OF STUDENTS' SPEAKING COMPETENCY
AT A PPP CASE-BASED LESSON

The article investigates the advantages and challenges of building a PPP lesson on the basis
of a case compatible with Maritime English course objectives for the purpose of successful acquisition
of speaking competency.

The article deals with the issue of authenticity in the context of ESP, explores the ways by which
authenticity can be achieved in the English language classroom.

Incorporating authentic cases to design communicative workplace tasks at a PPP lesson
for the purpose of rehearsing the real-world target communication tasks and developing communicative
competencies is accentuated.

The article aims at bridging a communicative PPP lesson structure and a traditional approach
to working upon a case.

Key words: competence development, competency acquisition, case, authentic text, contextualized
language learning, motivation.

When building a Presentation — Practice — Production (PPP) structure lesson
the following aims come forth: to convey a body of new material, including grammar
and vocabulary, that students need in order to communicate on the topic effectively
and acquire a speaking competency at which a series of lessons is aimed; to encourage students’
genuine interest and active deliberate participation in the process of studying
new material and achieving a learning objective of the lesson; to encourage students to reflect
on and think critically about the material they encounter.

One of important tasks a language teacher strives to achieve is how to grasp the interest
and to stimulate students’ imagination so that they will be more motivated to learn and will
achieve better results. It is a challenge to make the change from the classroom to the 'real’ world
while teaching ESP at a maritime educational institution. There is a growing need for new
materials and methods of teaching which can help not only to improve language skills of
maritime English learners, but also to acquire necessary speaking competencies, awake
students’ interest in studying, develop independent critical thinking and decision making skills,
allowing future seafarers to be able to compete for good work positions abroad.

Thus one of the greatest challenges is to make the material «come alive» for students
by making it comprehensible to them, corresponding with their needs and interests, relevant to
their future work as seafarers and officers, capable of developing their language, professional
and critical thinking skills and therefore becoming competent in the use of maritime English
in their professional field.

A great deal of researchers has come up with various definitions of such terms
as “authentic text” and ‘authentic materials’. One of the first definitions of the term “authentic
text” which sets the purpose of communicating information as the main criterion of authenticity,
comes from K. Morrow: «an authentic text is a stretch of real language, produced by a real
speaker or writer for a real audience and designed to convey a real message of some
sort» [4, p. 13].

D. Nunan states that authentic texts are «written language data that has been produced
in the course of genuine communication, and not specifically written for purposes of language
teaching» [5, p. 35]. M. Peacock gives the following definition of authentic materials: «materials
that have been produced to fulfill some social purpose in the language community» [6, p. 146].
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Most scientists, who investigate into the use of authentic materials for teaching purposes,
claim that it is important to teach authentic language data from real-world contexts because
that is what learners encounter in everyday life. Thus F. Mishan claims that authentic texts
support the natural and consciousness-raising way of learning grammar and stimulate the so-
called whole-brain processing that leads to more durable learning [3, p. 43].

The article doesn’t aim to prove pure authenticity is possible to be achieved
in the classroom, but gives some suggestions of how to design a PPP English lesson for first
year students, gaining benefits from incorporation of authentic cases, provided appropriate
exercises and tasks are developed.

Claiming that it is possible to preserve and increase the benefits of authentic cases
in the classroom environment giving students a possibility to profit from their advantages,
the article is aimed at proving that incorporating authentic cases into a PPP lesson is beneficial
for students mastering Maritime English and promotes successful acquisition of speaking
competences.

Objective of the research. The article aims at bridging a communicative PPP lesson
structure and a traditional approach to working upon a case.

Hence there is a need for meaningful teaching materials derived from authentic sources
and development of task-based activities to them, which may contribute to the overall
effectiveness of the learning process as the content of authentic materials corresponds with
the needs and interests of students more than traditional course book teaching texts. Authentic
materials serve for better motivation as they demonstrate real life use of a foreign language in
specific spheres and situations, producing a sense of achievement and enjoyment from learning
process. Such materials bridge the language classroom and the outside world contextualizing
language learning. Due to the fact that they are up-to-date, demonstrate a true picture of the
target language and real life situations, they make the lesson more enjoyable and motivating,
becoming useful for developing communicative competence.

The challenge lies in selecting such materials which will: correspond with the topic
of the lesson and students’ language proficiency level; have a potential of provoking discussion,
argument, drawing conclusions, etc.; arouse interest and emotional feedback; contain relevant
grammar or vocabulary. Another challenge is called forth by the need to incorporate authentic
materials into the body of a PPP lesson structure while complying with the requirements
of communicative approach to a foreign language teaching and meeting the demands
of competence based learning.

ESP teachers approve of and practice using authentic language material in teaching with
the view of achieving a ‘real-life communicative purpose’ [2, p. 324]. However, if this material
is to be used effectively it has to be carefully chosen in order to be relevant to students” actual
and anticipated needs and interests. It also has to be accompanied by authentic classroom
activities in order to raise students” motivation.

A case, if considered as an account of real events or problems which enable students
to experience the complexities confronted by the original participants in the case; a narrative or
a story with a plot that unfolds over time in a particular place and reflects the social
and cultural contexts within which the events occur; typically authentic materials which present
the students with actual problems to analyze and solve; «the vehicle by which a chunk of reality
is brought into the classroom to be worked over by the class and the instructor» [1, p. 3], helps
to achieve the purpose of developing a speaking competence because it provokes students to
communicate ideas and opinions, justify decisions, conduct discussions in pairs and groups,
and negotiate with other groups.

Commonly first and second year cadets before their first apprenticeship lack professional
knowledge and specific terminology and in general have little awareness about their future
work at sea. Authentic materials which can be used as cases contain not only contemporary
language used in seafarers’ community that is constantly changing, but also a wide range

of language styles that are not presented in ordinary textbooks, a rich and varied language
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input, but what is more important, they also contain a real life experience, problematic,
controversial or discussion provoking situations. Such materials contain life itself, and therefore
have a significant educational value and should be incorporated into PPP lessons for students
starting to learn maritime English.

Short maritime accident reports are often incorporated by KSMA English language
teachers at PPP lessons at the practice stage to practice the use of active grammar
or vocabulary on a particular topic in discussing a real life situation, drawing conclusions,
making assumptions, revealing misdoings and sequences of faulty actions, developing
alternative scenarios or giving pieces of advice for avoiding similar accidents.

Such practice has proven to be effective in making a PPP lesson more successful and
learners better motivated during the last six years of teaching maritime English
communicatively. Recently an attempt has been made to build the whole PPP lesson in such a
way so that to incorporate a case connected with the topic being studied at each of the lesson
stages.

The table, which aims at bringing a traditional case structure in correspondence with a
communicative PPP lesson, can be at use when designing a case based lesson for ESP learners
(table 1).

Table 1
PPP Lesson and Case Study Stages Correlation
PPP Lesson
Case Study Stages Stages
1 2
1 | Preparing the Students for Participation Preparation Stage

in an Active Classroom

The goal is to establish an environment where participation is the norm, and
where students feel comfortable joining the conversation.

2 | Preparing for Case Discussion Presentation and
Students explore a problem by sorting out relevant facts, developing logical | Practice Stages
conclusions, and presenting them to fellow students. The focus is on specific
aspects of the case. The students discuss someone else’s problem; their role is
that of the commentator-observer in a traditional academic sense.

3 | Organizing Discussion Production and
At this stage students can be assigned roles in the case, and take on | Application
perspectives that require them to argue for specific actions from a character’s
point of view, given their interests and knowledge. Finally, students will take
the initiative to become fully involved, so that topics are no longer treated as
abstract ideas, but become central to the student’s sense of self - of what they
would choose to do in a specific real world situation.

4 | Wrapping Up a Discussion Closure
Summarizing a class discussion on a case focuses not only on the content of
the case, but also on the process of analysis and evaluation. If some issues
weren’t resolved fully, or if answers to questions seemed to demand more
information, students can be assigned research tasks for the next class session.

The use of cases makes process of studying attractive for students and gives good results,
but also requires much effort.

Even within an artificial classroom environment it is possible to benefit from the use
of authentic cases taking into account their numerous advantages. The use of appropriate
activities enables to preserve the initial communicative purpose of a selected case.

Successful use of cases throughout the whole PPP lesson increases motivation
for learning and communication at the lesson, facilitates the acquisition of new knowledge,
practical skills and speaking competency that will promote students’” communicative
competence.
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Authentic cases can be successfully used even for teaching first year cadets provided
relevant tasks and activities are developed for each of the lesson stages. If the tasks
are appropriate and comprehensible students can work with a difficult authentic text with
grammar and vocabulary a little above their English proficiency level without getting
discouraged.

Authentic cases possess a wide range of advantages being topical in both subject matter
and language, bringing fluency, discussion, controversial and present-day issues and real life
into the classroom, providing a challenge which motivates for learning, thus there is a need for
creating a database of relevant authentic cases for students of maritime English to meet the
course objectives, with a perspective of incorporating more materials of a kind into maritime
English course books.

To achieve positive results in introducing authenticity into the process of maritime
English language learning, certain criteria for selection of appropriate materials and
development of lesson tasks and activities should be determined, because carelessly chosen
materials or inappropriate tasks choice can demotivate students because of lack
of understanding, failure to make the tasks genuinely communicative or poor compatibility
of the material with the course objectives.
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bozooucm T. ‘1.
OOPMUMPOBAHIME Y CTYAEHTOB KOMMYHUMKATVBHOM KOMITETEHLIMIN
HA ITOCTPOEHHOM HA OCHOBE KEVCA 3AHSTUU
I1O CTPYKTYPE «ITPESEHTALIVIA — TTPAKTUKA - ITPOAYLIMIPOBAHME»

B cmamve paccmampusaromes npeumynuecmea u CAOKHOCH U HOCHPOeHUS KOMMYHUKAMUEHOZ0
3AHAMUS N0 CMPYKMYpe «npesenmayus — npaKkmuka — npooyuuposariyie» Ha 0CHO6Ee AYMeHMUUHBLX
Kelcos 6 CoOmeemcmeuu ¢ npozpammol: OUCUUNAUHDL «AHZAUNUCKULL A3bIK NpoPeccuoHarbHO
HANPABAEHHOCHU» OASL CTYOeHINO08 nepe0zo KYpPca 6biCULez0 MOpckoz0 YyuedHozo 3asederus C UeAblo
YCNeuioz0 Yc60eHUsl peuesolx KoMnermeHuyutl.

Paccmompetria 603M0KHOCHb U NPeUMYULECTEA EKAIOUEHUS. AYMEHMUYHDLX Kelcos HA KaAXIoM
u3 amanos sansamus no cmpykmype 111 6 npovecce nocmpoeruss KOMMYHUKAMUGHVIX 3A0AHUT,
c KomopuiMu Oydyuiue CHeyUaAUCol MOPCKOLL cepol MOZYym CHOAKHYMbCS HA npakmuke
Ha pabouem Mecme, C UEALH0 CO30AHUS NPUOAUKEHHBIX K PEAAUCTHUUHBIM YCAOBUAM 00yHeHUs,
6 KOMopom obujerue HayeAreHo Ha JocCmuxeHue KOHKPemHvLX padouux ueaet.

Katouesvie crosa:  dopmuposatiue KommnemeHmHocmu, 06AddeHue KommnemeHuueil, Keiic,
aymeHmuuHbLi mekcm, KOHMeKCmyarusuposantoe usyenue sS3vka, Momueaus.
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bozoducm T. 1.
®OPMYBAHHS Y CTYAEHTIB KOMYHIKATVBHOI KOMITETEHLIIT
HA TIOBYAOBAHOMY HA OCHOBI KEVICY 3AHSTTI 3A CTPYKTYPOIO
«[MPESEHTALILA - TTPAKTUKA - TTPOAYKYBAHH»

Y cmammi poseasnymo nepesazu ma CKAAOHOUL 100Y006U KOMYHIKAMUEHO20 SAHAMIMSL
30 CpYKMYporo «npesenmayis — npaxmuxa — npooyKyeants» Ha 0CHO6I ASMEHMUYHUX Kelicis, SKi
6i0nosidatomo npozpami OUCUUNAIHU «AHZAITICOKA MO06a 34 NPOPeciiHuUM CHPAMYSAHHAM» OAsl
CMYydeHmi6 nepuLozo Kypey 6ULL020 MOpcbkoz0 HAGUAALHOZO0 3AKAAJY 3 Memot0 YCniuiiozo HadOaHHs
KOMYHIKAMUBHOT KOMNemeHU L.

[Tumarnns asmeHmuuHOCMi po3zAS0AEMbCsL Y CMammi 6 KOHMeKCmi 6USHeHHs AHZAIICLKOI MO6U
OAS CNeUIAALHUX UIACT, OKPECATOTOUU UWLAAXYU JOCAZHEH S A6MEHMUNHOCT HA 3AHAMMI 3 AHZATUCHKOT
MO6U 30 NPOPeCTiHUM CHPSIMYEAHHIM.

Poszasanymo moxausicmo i nepesazu 6KAIOUeHH A6MEeHMUMHUX KeLCi6 HA KOXKHOMY 3 emanie
3AHAMMS 30 CHMPYKMYporo «npeseHmauyis — npakmuka — npooykyeawus» Yy npoyec nodydosu
KOMYHIKAMUSHUX 3a60aHb, 3 AKUMU MAUOYymMHi Paxisyi MOpcbkoi 2aAy3i MOXKYmb SIMKHYMuUcs
HA NPaKmuLi Ha poooHoMY MICUL, 3 MeNMOI0 CMEOPeHHA HADAUKEHUX 00 PearCMUYHUX YMOE HAGHAMHMSL,
6 AKOMY CNIAKYSAHHS CHPAMOGAHO HA 00CAZHEH S KOHKPEHUX poOoUUX UiAeil 1 6UpitieH s HAZAAbHUX
nUmMarv, a possumox KOMYyHiKamueHoi Kkomnemeyii Hadysae nepuLouepz06020 SHA1EHHS.

Cmamms mae Ha memi NOUWLYK WALXIE 00 €OHAHHS MOOeAl 3AHAMMS 3 AHZAINCOKOI MO6U
30 CMpYKmyporo «npeseHmayis — npakmuka — npooyKyeanHs» 13 mpaouuiniHolo cmpyKmyporo
noemantoi pobomu Had Keucom Ha HAGHAALHOMY SAHAMMI.

Katouosi crosa: popmysarts KomnemeHmHocmi, Habymms KoMnemeHuyii, Ketic, asmeHmuiHuil
mexcm, KOHMeKCmyaAi306ane 6UsHeHHs MO6U, MOMUGAYIS.

Peuerizenm: Carocapenko H.B.

YAK 378.6:656:377.3 Boiixo K. 1"
OOPMYBAHHS KOMIIETEHTHOI'O
DOAXIBILS BUIIIOT'O MOPCBKOI'O HABUYA/ZIBHOTI'O 3AKAAAY

Y cmammi npoanaiizosaHo 6MAUE 0C6IMHbLO0 NPOCHOPY 6UUL020 HAGHAADHOZO0 3AKAAJY
Ha npogeciinuti ma ocoducmicHull po3sumox Kypcanmis. Josedero, w0 Yy npoueci HAGUAHHS
y BH3 axmusisyemvca npoecitina pearidayis 0coOucmocmi, 3MIilHIOEMbCs NepexoHants Y ceoii
npogecitiniit. npudamuocmi ma Popmyromovcs Heo0XiOHi 0coOUCICHT SAKOCMI KOMNEmeHmHOo20
paxieya. Josedeno, w0 6AKAUSUM UUHHUKOM POPMYEAHH KOMNEMEHMH020 Paxiéysl 6 MOPCLKOMY
BH3 € cméoperts cucmemu nedazozivtozo cCmumyAtosars. Y cmammi 006e0eH0 6NAUE MOPCHKOZ0
HAGYAADHO20 3AKAA0Y, AKUL Npaytoe HA 3acadax 0coOUCHIiCHO-NPOPecitinozo ma KoMnemeHmHicHozo
HABUAHHS K MAKUIL, UL 00NOMAZAE POPMYEAMU HAYKOSUL, KYAbIYPHULL, JYX06HUTL 0a3uc 0YJb-1K020
CYCNIALCIGA.

Kxrouosi crosa: xommemernmHuil, HAGUAALHULL 3AKAA0 MOPCbK020 NPOPiAto, npodecitivuii
PO36UMOK, 6UXO6HUTL 6NAUE, PAX16eLb, CHIAHOBACHHA.

CrorogeHHs1 BUCyBa€ BMCOKi ITpodeciliHi BUMOIM A0 MpaIliBHMKIB MOPCBHKOI raaysi.
Maetbes miepeaycim mpo notpefy popMyBaHHs HeoOXiaHMX ocoBucTicHux i mpodeciiinmx
Opi€HTallill, IIJ0 € OCHOBOIO ajalTallii 40 peaaill COIiaAbHOTO IIBUMAKO3MIiHHOTO >KUTTSL.
IToTpeba nocTiitHOTO 30aradyeHHs TBOPYOTO MOTeHITiaay MaitOyTHBOTo odillepa, PO3BUTKY 110T0
LIIHHOCTel, IlepeKOHaHb, >KUTTEBUX OPIEHTUPIB 3YMOBAIOE aKTyaAbHICTL IpoOaeMu
¢popMyBaHH:I KOMITETEHTHOTO (axiBIlsl MOPCHKOTO iIHCTUTYTY B yMOBaX BIUXOBHOIO CepeO0BHUIIa
3aKaaly.

ITpodeciitna peaaizaiisi ocodmucTocTi Ha ii JKUTTEBOMY IIAAXy IHepegbada€ OCHOBHI
eTar: mpodeciiiHe caMOBU3HaYeHH:, ITpodeciiiHe cTaHOBAEHH: B 0OpaHilt cdepi AisABHOCTI,
(paxoBe 3pocTaHHs i pO3BUTOK KOMIIETeHIIil B mpodeciiiHii AigabHocTi. OgHaK KOAM AI0AVHA
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