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Very briefly about Denmark – 
lexical data 

Finland, Iceland, Norway and Swe-
den and Denmark form together Nordic 
Countries. Greenland and the Faroe 
Islands are also Nordic but not counted 
as independent countries. Since the 
Danish/Norwegian Vikings conquered 
as well Iceland as Greenland and the 
Faroe Islands in the period from 800 to 
1200 there has been strong connections 
and to some degree Danish dominance 
over those areas. In 1944 Iceland be-
came independent. Greenland and the 
Faroe Islands have a so-called home 
rule system, which includes own na-
tional administration, schools etc. They 
both have national criminal laws and 
penalty institutions, but they do not 
have Ministries of Justice as Justice 
affairs are decided in Denmark and 
laws are decided in the Danish Parlia-
ment, where Greenland and the Faroe 
Islands have two members each. 

In the following by Denmark is 
meant the kingdom with 5,25 million 
inhabitants on an area of 43.000 square 
meters, i.e. without Greenland and 
Faroe Islands. Since 1972 Queen Mar-
grethe II has been holding the throne. 

The biggest part is a peninsula, Jut-
land, on the “top” of Germany. In addi-
tion there are more than 400 islands, 
out of which 80 are inhabited. The big-
gest Island is Sealand, where the capital, 
Copenhagen, with its 1,75 million in-
habitants (including suburbs) is located. 

Denmark had its’ first Constitution 
in 1849. It has been revised a few times. 
The Parliament has one chamber and 
175 members elected in Denmark plus 
the above mentioned two members from 
respectively Greenland and Faroe Is-
lands. 

Denmark was a member of the 
United Nations since the foundation in 
1945. In 1949 Denmark entered into 
NATO and in the same year Denmark 
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was one of the founding nations for  
the European Council.1 1953 Denmark 
ratified the European Convention for 
Human Rights. Denmark became a 
member of the Common Market in 
1973 (now EU) after a referendum 
where 63.5 % of the electors voted for 
it. The UN Convention for the Rights 
of the Child was ratified in 1991 and 
the European convention for Human 
Rights was incorporated i 1992. 

It is not uncommon in Denmark 
that the government rules on the basis 
of less than 50% of the votes in the Par-
liament. This implicates the necessity of 
cooperation and consensus in policy 
making. What crime policy concerns 
this was not a problem until the begin-
ning of the 1990’ies. Before that time 
crime policy was not only based on po-
litical consensus it was also closely con-
nected to scientific experience end evi-
dence. But in the latest two decades the 
forming of the crime policy has been 
moved away from the experts into the 
hands of the politicians. Crime policy 
has even become an issue in the cam-
paigns before political elections. The 
agencies of the criminal justice system 
such as prisons, police, courts and the 
probation service are all run by the 
state.2 

As for legal tradition Denmark be-
longs to the so-called continental legal-
family together with the other Nordic 
Countries but also with continental 
Europe in a very broad sense. 

Investigation and prosecution 
Investigation of crime is carried 

out by the police who are divided in 12 
districts. Each district has its own di-
rector. The Commissioner of Police is 
the national head of the police and 
responsible to the Minister of Justice. 

Prosecution is carried out by the 
prosecutors, who are lawyers. The 
prosecutors are divided in a hierarchy 

of three levels. The Director of Public 
Prosecution, i.e. his staff of lawyers, is 
prosecutor in the Supreme Court, the 
Public Prosecutor, i.e. his staff of law-
yers, is prosecuting cases before one of 
the two High Courts and finally the 
staff of the District Attorney is prose-
cuting cases in the 24 city courts.3 

The Police Director is not only the 
head of the police but also the head of 
the prosecutors in city courts. Conse-
quently investigation and prosecution 
are not formally separated.  

It is explicitly laid down in the 
Constitution § 65.2 that lay judges 
must be included in criminal court pro-
cedure. The Administration of Justice 
Act defines the scope and the compe-
tences of the lay judges. 

Suspects may be arrested by the po-
lice but must be released no later than 
after 24 hours if they are not taken into 
pre-trial prison, which must be decided 
in the court. The decision of taking a 
suspect into pre-trial prison may be 
taken for at period of maximum four 
weeks at a time. The total duration of 
pre-trial imprisonment is limited to one 
year for adults and 8 months for sus-
pects below the age of 18 years. These 
time limits may be prolonged by the 
court under special conditions. The 
court may decide that a period in pre-
trial prison in full length or a part of it 
shall take place in solitary confinement. 
If the suspect is below the age of 18 
years the reasons to place the person 
under solitary confinement must be 
extra strong and only in cases concern-
ing the security of the state may solitary 
confinement be prolonged for more than 
four weeks. For adults the maximum (if 
the court does not see special reasons) 
period of solitary confinement is 6 
months in continuum, except for      
cases concerning the security of the 
state.4 

_________________ 
1 Ukraine became a member of the European Council in 1995. 
2 For further information see Storgaard, 2013  
3 There is neither an Administrative court nor a Constitutional court in Denmark. There is, 

however a special court for shipping and trade matters. 
4 Storgaard, 2010, The Administration of Justice Act and the UN Convention for the rights 

of the Child 
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The prison Structure and alterna-
tives to imprisonment 

There are two main penalties de-
fined in the Criminal Law § 31 namely 
fines and imprisonment. In general 
punishment is imposed by the courts 
and executed by The Department of 
Corrections under the responsibility of 
the Minister of Justice. Except for of 
mentally ill offenders and the main part 
of the juvenile offenders (below 18) 
any detention connected to criminality 
in Denmark takes place in institutions 
ruled and controlled by The Depart-
ment of Corrections under the respon-
sibility of the Minister of Justice.  

The two main categories of penal 
institutions are the custodies (pre-trial-
prisons), which are located near by the 
court-buildings and may house persons 
waiting for the trial as well as con-
victed persons either serving a rela-
tively short sentence (6 months or less) 
or waiting for a place in a prison, and 
the prisons, which are solely housing 
convicted persons serving a sentence. 
In the custodies there are about 1000 
places totally in the country, whereas 
there is a total of about 3000 places in 
the prisons. 

The custodies are always high-
security institutions with perimeter-
walls, electronic monitoring and when 
a prisoner spends time in fresh air this 
is under strict control. The prisons are 
divided into open and closed prisons. 
Closed prisons are of same security 
degree as the custodies, whereas open 
prisons (mainly located in the country-
side) do not have visible borders to the 
outside world.  

While the courts decide the length 
of the prison-sentence, the type and 
location of prison is decided by the 
Department of Corrections. The deci-
sion about where a sentence must be 
served must be made within the 
framework of §§ 20-30 of the Correc-
tions Act, where guidelines for the 
choice of institution and the transfer of 

prisoners from one institution to an-
other are laid down. More than 90 % of 
all prison-intakes are in open prisons. 

The Danish penalty system as a 
whole includes two different “alterna-
tives” to imprisonment.  

Firstly Community Service Orders5 

which were introduced in the 1980’ies. 
Community Service is delivering un-
paid labour for a specific number of 
hours (between 30 and 300), which is 
decided in the court. The court imposes 
a Community Service Order in the 
form of a conditional prison-sentence, 
i.e. the offender is sentenced to impris-
onment but on the condition that he 
does not commit new crime in the pro-
bation time and that he delivers the 
number of work-hours he will not go to 
prison. The Probations Service is in 
charge of control, work-arrangements 
etc. 

Secondly there is the electronic cur-
few, which was introduced gradually 
from the beginning of the 2000’ies. The 
curfew is organised differently: after 
having been sentenced to unconditional 
imprisonment for up till 5 months the 
offender can apply in the Department 
of Corrections for the chance to serve 
the sentence in his home with the cur-
few round his ankle. This implicates 
that the person as long as the length of 
the sentence must carry the curfew. 
This makes it possible for the probation 
service to control that he does not 
leave his home without permission. 

Community Service as well as the 
curfew makes it possible for the of-
fender to go to work, take care of his 
family and still be firmly limited in 
relation to committing new crime. 

The legal frames of sentencing in 
general  

Comprehensively prison sentences 
may be from 7 days to 16 years, and in 
some exceptional cases up to 20 years. 
In some cases, e.g. for murder and ar-
son a sentence to life-time imprison-
ment is a possibility. Juveniles below 

_________________ 
5 The Criminal Law chapter 8. 
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the age of 18 cannot be sentenced to 
life-time imprisonment. Furthermore 
the Criminal Code contents a possibil-
ity to sentence a person to secure im-
prisonment, which does not have a le-
gal maximum.  

Fines are imposed as day-fines be-
tween one and 60. The day-fine-system 
aims at making the punishment socially 
just as the number of fines is decided 
on the ground of the crime committed, 
whereas the sum per day mirrors the 
ability to pay for the offender, i.e. rich 
offenders pay more than poor offenders. 

Closing remarks 
This was the first of a number of 

small introductions to the Danish pen-
alty system. In the following issues of 
this journal you will find equal brief 
introductory articles. But in the future 
we will go more in depth of one topic. 
Future topics might be for instance: 
Prisoners’ rights, Juvenile Justice, The 
Probation Service, sentencing, crime 
development or others. If somebody has 
questions or suggestions please turn 
directly to me and I will try to include 
the aspects. 
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Шторгард А. Кримінальна юстиція та пенітенціарна система Данії 
Далія - уд кмомйівпрвм, лапдйдлля якмгм пкйагає 5,25 кйл. езрдйів, а нймца 43 

рзп. квагоарлзт кдроів, лд воатмвуюфз Годлйалгії ра Фаодопькзт мпромвів. Далія ж 
1945 омку є фйдлмк Оогаліжауії Об’єглалзт Науіи ж кмкдлру її жаплувалля, ж 1949 
омку - фйдлмк  НАТО і в уьмку е омуі прайа мглією ж коаїл-жаплмвлзуь Рагз Євом-
нз. 1953 омку Далія оарзсікувайа Євомндипьку кмлвдлуію ж ноав йюгзлз. Кмлвдлуія 
ООН ж ноав гзрзлз буйа оарзсікмвала в 1991 омуі, а Євомндипька кмлвдлуія ж ноав 
йюгзлз буйа првмодла в 1992 омуі.  

Козкілайьлд пйігпрвм в Далії жгіиплюєрьпя нмйіуією, яка нмгійяєрьпя ла 12 оа-
имлів. Кмедл оаимл кає пвмгм вйаплмгм кдоівлзка. Кмкіпао нмйіуії є лауімлайьлзк 
лафайьлзкмк нмйіуії ра вігнмвігайьлзк ндодг кіліпромк юпрзуії.  

Діяйьліпрь могалів номкуоаруоз жабджндфуюрьпя номкуомоакз, які явйяюрьпя 
юозпракз. Помкуомоз нмгійяюрьпя ієоаотіфлм ла роз оівлі. Гдлдоайьлзи номкуомо, 
оажмк жі хрармк юозпрів, є номкуомомк у Вдотмвлмку Сугі, Гомкагялпькзи Помку-
омо, оажмк жі хрармк юозпрів, омжгйягає козкілайьлі пноавз в мглмку іж гвмт Взцзт 
Сугів, ра, водхрі одхр, храр мкоуелмгм номкуомоа, цм омжгйягає взнагкз в 24 кіпь-
кзт пугат. 

Кдоівлзк нмйіуії є лд рійькз гйавмю нмйіуії, айд і гйавмю номкуоаруоз в кіпькзт 
пугат. Оред, пйігпрвм і номкуоаруоа смокайьлм лд омжгійдлі.  

В праррі 65,2 Кмлпрзрууії Далії вкажалм, цм пуггі нмвзллі бурз вкйюфдлі гм коз-
кілайьлмгм пугмфзлпрва. Закмл Міліпрдопрва юпрзуії взжлафає кдеі ра ланоякз кмк-
ндрдлуії пуггів.  

Пігмжоювалзи кмед бурз жааодхрмвалзи нмйіуією і жвійьлдлзи лд ніжліхд, ліе 
фдодж 24 гмгзл у взнагку, якцм имгм лд нмкіцдлм гм пйігфмгм іжмйярмоу гйя взоі-
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хдлля пноавз в пугмвмку нмоягку. Ріхдлля ном розкалля нігмжоювалмгм у пйігфмку 
іжмйярмоі нмвзллд бурз нозилярд номрягмк фмрзоьмт рзелів. Загайьла розвайіпрь 
гмпугмвмгм рюодклмгм ув’яжлдлля мбкдеуєрьпя гм мглмгм омку гйя гмомпйзт і 8 кі-
пяуів гйя нігмжоювалзт вікмк гм 18 омків. Ці рдокілз кмеурь бурз номгмведлі пугмк 
в мкодкмку нмоягку. Суг кмед нозилярз оіхдлля, цм ндоімг ндодбувалля в пйігфм-
ку іжмйярмоі в нмвліи кіоі, абм фапркмвм кмед жгіиплюварзпя в мгзлмфліи какдоі. Дйя 
гмомпйзт какпзкайьлзи ндоімг мгзлмфлмгм ув’яжлдлля (якцм пуг лд взжлафає мпмб-
йзвзт нозфзл) пралмвзрь 6 кіпяуів, жа взляркмк взнагків, цм прмпуюрьпя бджндкз 
гдоеавз.  

Іплуюрь гва мплмвлзт взгз нмкаоалля, які взжлафдлі в праррі 31 Козкілайьлмгм 
ноава - уд хроасз ра рюодклд ув’яжлдлля. Загаймк нмкаоалля мгмймхуюрьпя пугакз 
і взкмлуєрьпя Дднаоракдлрмк взноавлзт упралмв ніг кдоівлзурвмк кіліпроа юпрзуії.  

Іплуюрь гві мплмвлі кардгмоії взноавлзт упралмв – уд гмпугмві в’яжлзуі, які омж-
рахмвалі нмоуф ж пугмвзкз бугівйякз ра кмеурь вкіцарз мпіб, які фдкаюрь пугмвмгм 
омжгйягу і жапугедлзт ла кмомркзи рдокіл (6 кіпяуів абм кдлхд), а ракме в’яжлзуі, 
гд взкйюфлм вігбуваюрь нмкаоалля жапугедллі.  

В гмпугмвзт в’яжлзуят  налує пувмози одезк жі прілакз нм ндозкдроу, дйдкр-
омллзк кмлірмозлгмк, а кмйз ув’яжлдлзи номвмгзрь фап ла пвіемку нмвіроі, віл жла-
тмгзрьпя ніг пувмозк кмлромйдк. В’яжлзуі нмгійяюрьпя ла вігкозрі і жакозрі. Закозрі 
в’яжлзуі каюрь рі е кіоз бджндкз, цм і гмпугмві в’яжлзуі, в рми фап як вігкозрі (в 
мплмвлмку омжрахмвалі в пійьпькіи кіпудвмпрі) лд каюрь взгзкзт кде жмвліхльмгм 
пвіру.  

Тмгі як пугз взоіхуюрь рдокіл ндодбувалля у в’яжлзуі, Дднаоракдлр взноавлзт 
упралмв мбзоає рзн і омжрахувалля упралмвз взкмлалля нмкаоалля. 

Дарпька пзпрдка хроасів в уіймку вкйюфає в пдбд гві оіжлзт «айьрдоларзвз» 
рюодклмгм ув’яжлдлля: гомкагпькі омбмрз ра кмкдлгалрпькі гмгзлз. 

Загаймк рдокілз вігбувалля нмкаоаль пкйагаюрь віг 7 глів гм 16 омків, а у мкод-
кзт взнагкат гм 20 омків. Нднмвлмйірлі вікмк гм 18 омків лд кмеурь бурз жапугедлі 
гм гмвіфлмгм нмжбавйдлля вмйі.  

Ключові слова: козкілайьла юпрзуія, ндлірдлуіаола пзпрдка, пйігпрвм, номкуоа-
руоа, гмпугмва в’яжлзуя (пйігфзи іжмйярмо),  в’яжлзуя. 

 
 
Шторгард А. Уголовная юстиция и пенитенциарная система Дании 
В прарьд  оаппкмродла пзпрдка угмймвлми юпрзузз Далзз. Дала коаркая таоак-

рдозпрзка пйдгпрвдллыт могалмв, номкуоаруоы, а ракед сулкузмлзомвалзя ндлзрдо-
узайьлми пзпрдкы Далзз. 

Ключевые слова: угмймвлая юпрзузя, ндлзрдлузаолая пзпрдка, пйдгпрвзд, ном-
куоаруоа, гмпугдблая рюоька (пйдгпрвдллыи зжмйярмо), рюоька. 
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