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ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION DEGREE PROGRAMS

WITHIN TRANSNATIONAL EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT

Abstract. The interpretation of various types of transnational higher education 
programs (joint, double, combined) used in the documents of international organizations 
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and national educational ministries of different countries has been studied. Definitions of 
higher education programs as a component of institutional transnational mobility have 
been generalized. In the result of the study it has been defined that: 1) programs are 
established and approved jointly by several universities; 2) students from each university 
are part of education in other universities partners; 3) the duration of training and received 
credits and examination results are recognized fully and automatically; 4) each university 
professor teaching at the partner university jointly develops curricula and establishes joint 
examination boards; 5) after completion of the program students receive state diplomas of 
each of the partner universities as well as informal diploma or certificate awarded jointly 
by all schools attached to the implementation of the curriculum. Two different approaches 
to identification of joint and double degree programs, based on qualification and 
curriculum, have been characterized. Problematic issues (recognition of intellectual 
property, rights for the development of curricula and related educational and teaching 
materials, establishing legal roles and responsibilities of partner institutions for academic, 
employment, appraisal, financial and administrative matters) related to their 
implementation in terms of transnational educational environment have been identified. 
Prospects of further research in legal and normative regulation of transnational higher
education functioning in developed English-speaking countries under the globalization 
have been determined. 

Key words: internationalization of education, transnational higher education, 
developed English-speaking countries, transnational institutional mobility of programs, a 
joint degree program, a dual degree program, a combined degree program, qualification, 
diploma, accreditation.

Bibliography
1. Development of International Joint Degrees and Double Degrees –

Recommendation of the Ministry of Education [Electronic resource]. – Helsinki : Ministry 
of Education, 2004. – Mode of access: <http://www.mineed.fi/opm/koulutus/
yliopistokoulutus/bologna/Jointdegrees_recommendations.pdf>.

2. Knight J. Doubts and Dilemmas with Double Degree Programs [Electronic 
resource] / Jane Knight // Revista de Universidad y Sociedad del Conocimiento (RUSC). –
2011. – Vol. 8. – – P. 297–312. – Mode of access: <http://rusc.uoc.edu/ojs/
index.php/rusc/article/view/v8n2-knight/v8n2-knight-eng>. 

3. Knight J. Joint and Double Degree Programmes: Vexing Questions and Issues: 
Report / Jane Knight // The Observatory on Borderless Higher Education. – 2008. – P. 15.

4. Obst D., Kuder M. Joint and Double Degree Programs in the Global Context: 
Report on an International Survey / Daniel Obst, Matthias Kuder, Clare Banks. – Institute 
of International Education, 2011. – P. 23.

5. Recommendation on the Recognition of Joint Degrees. Adopted by the Committee 
of the Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the 
European Region. – EC/UNESCO, 2004. – P. 4.

6. Schüle U. Joint and Double Degrees within the European Higher Education Area –
Towards Further Internationalization of Business Degrees / U. Schüle // Consortium of 
International Double Degrees: Papers on International Business Education. – Paris, 2006. – P. 3–7.

7. Tauch C., Rauhvargers A. Survey on Master Degrees and Joint Degrees in 
Europe / Christian Tauch, Andrejs Rauhvargers. – European University Association, 
European Commission, 2002. – P. 31.

8. Zgaga P. Joint Degrees – Problems and Developments: A presentation at the 
ERASMUS-EUDORA meeting in Linz [Electronic resource]. – 2004. – Mode of access: 
<http://see-educoop.net/education_in/pdf/joint-degrees-problems-and-develop-oth-
enlt02.pdf>.

92


