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MAIN FEATURES OF UNIVERSITY NETWORKS’
ACTIVITY: EUROPEAN CONTEXT

Abstract. The issue of higher education networking of European countries has been 
highlighted. Concepts of «network», «educational network», «University network» have 
been determined. Classification of networks, based on the type of organizations and the 
ultimate goal of their establishment and activities, has been represented. The factors that 
cause the formation of international network structures in higher education have been 
analyzed. The author’s classification of European university networks as the internal 
networks and external university campus networks has been worked out. Activities of 
leading university networks, namely Coimbra Group, Utrecht Network, UNICA, 
Europaeum, European University Association, have been determined.

The importance of networking organization has been stressed. It has been stated that 
recently networking associations became leading in every person’s life as networks concern 
many spheres of life – economic, social, and political. It has been proved that vertical 
interaction provided the relationship among different levels of education systems, for 
example, between the Ministry of Education, local educational administration and 
educational institutions. It has been pointed out that the main purpose of a university 
network is to provide opportunities for regular exchange of ideas, cooperation of 
educational innovators, practitioners and theorists for improving the work of each 
educational institution in the network. After studying and analysis of research materials it 
has been determined that the networks in higher education should become a unique way for 
interaction among universities from different countries.

Keywords: network society, networking, higher education of the European countries, 
network, educational network, university network.
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