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INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR
IMPLEMENTATION OF EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRATIC

CITIZENSHIP IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL

Abstract. On the basis of comparative analysis the education policy for democratic 
citizenship in the countries of Council of Europe has been characterized. The main policies 
to encourage young citizens’ involvement in social activities have been mentioned as 
follows: consolidation of the European citizenship society by means of formal and informal 
education techniques, support of the youth organizations, encouragement of creativity, 
providing the conditions for active participation in decision making processes and 
community life, involvement in local and state government activities to develop the 
integrated democratic society. The analysis of international documents concerning the 
necessity of education for democratic citizenship implementation in the countries of the 
Council of Europe and all over the world has been done. The notions of education for the 
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democratic citizenship and education of human rights have been described. The definitions 
of civic and social competence in the context of Council of Europe Charter on Education 
for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education have been given. The eight key 
competences, namely communicative and native language competence, mathematic 
competence, scientific and technological competence, numerical competence, learning 
ability, social and citizenship competence, initiative and business competence, cultural 
awareness and self-determination, singled out by the Recommendation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council as indispensable for life-long learning, have been 
considered. The components of education for democratic citizenship in the context of life-
long learning have been determined. The international strategies of introducing the
education for democratic citizenship have been defined as the basis for the development of
democratic learning environment and democratic society in the former socialist countries.

Keywords: education for democratic citizenship, civic education, democratization of 
education, civic competence, social competence, citizenship, Council of Europe, 
international strategies in education.
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