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MODERN TENDENCIES OF
TEACHER EDUCATION IN THE USA

Abstract. Social transformation from conceiving teachers as «workers» and their 
preparation as «training» to conceiving them as «professionals» and their preparation as 
«educational and professional development» in the result of discussion between federal 
authorities and nonprofit organizations at the end of the 20th – and at the beginning of 21st

centuries has been analyzed. The main tendencies of teacher education in the USA such as 
teacher quality assurance, teacher preparation for multicultural education, distance 
education with the advent of information technology, social partnership, collective 
professionalism, continuing professional development have been determined. The 
contemporary trends of teacher education in the USA have been analyzed. Methods and 
forms of organizing theoretical and practical teacher training, which are aimed at 
professional development, have been revealed. The main documents directed on the 
reformation of pedagogical education and educational reforms that influenced the USA 
pedagogical education have been defined. Particular attention has been focused on 
highlighting the peculiarities of American principles of individual learning, which allow to 
widespread the experience of American higher educational establishments. The essence and 
structure of «teacher education» and «professional development» has been analyzed. The 
difference between the «managerial professionalism» and «democratic professionalism»
has been revealed. It has been substantiated that each of the tendencies considered in the 
article requires further detailed analysis of evolution and modern condition at the 
international, national, regional levels to define rational ideas and possible ways of their 
implementation into home system of pedagogical education. 

Keywords: tendenc , teacher training, teacher education, professional development, 
managerial professionalism, democratic professionalism, accreditation of teacher education 
institutions, certification, licensing of teachers.
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