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PECULIARITIES OF TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
IN TERMS OF INNOVATIVE SCHOOL NETWORKS OF THE USA

Abstract. The essence and the peculiarities of network society of the 21st century have 
been examined. The relevant researches in the sphere of pedagogics and the management 
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theory as for the problems of teacher training in terms of knowledge society have been 
analyzed. The importance of educational networks as a stimulus of innovative educational 
development has been substantiated. The changes in the functions of a teacher and demands 
to the professional teacher training in the society of knowledge have been considered. By the 
example of several successful innovative school networks in the USA the organizational and 
content peculiarities of teacher professional development have been analyzed. 

It has been established that innovative school networks provide opportunities for 
teachers-innovators to acquire new skills, because, being restricted within one institution, 
teachers have the opportunity for exchange of ideas which promotes the growth of their 
creative potential. Analysis of Internet-sites of different educational networks of the USA 
has showed that most of them are teachers who work in membership organizations, 
networks of which provide different opportunities for professional development. It has been 
revealed that the most common forms of professional development for teachers are 
conferences, seminars, training courses. In addition, there are also remote consultations, 
webinars, online conferences with colleagues-practitioners and instructors. It has been 
substantiated that to work effectively in such a network a teacher must be ready to perform 
innovative activities and to control them, be ready to continuous professional development. 

Keywords: network society, network, innovative school network, innovative 
development of education, professional development.
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