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PECULIARITIES OF FOLKLORE STUDIES
SPECIALISTS’ PROFESSIONAL TRAINING: 

UKRAINE AND THE USA

Abstract. The paper focuses on the basic provisions and specific features of folklorists’
training at all educational levels in national universities. Folklore as a science has been 
characterized and history of its development in Ukraine has been given. A brief 
comparative description of folklore specialists’ training at the universities of the United 
States of America has been presented. International folklore organizations which have close 
collaboration with academic folklore schools have been mentioned. Necessity of studying 
and using foreign experience in training folklore studies’ specialists has been substantiated. 
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It has been emphasized that folklore studies training at national universities is performed at 
three classic universities (Kyiv National University named after Taras Shevchenko, Lviv 
National University named after Ivan Franko, Cherkasy National University named after 
Bogdan Khmelnytskyi). The list of the main compulsory courses for folklore studies’
students as well as an example of such a specific feature of folklore specialists’ training as 
a folklore fieldwork practice have been presented. It has been substantiated that since 
Ukraine is represented by a small number of universities that train specialists in folklore, it 
is appropriate to turn to foreign experience. A brief comparative description of folklore 
specialists’ training at the universities of the United States of America has been presented.
International folklore organizations that are actively involved in the organization of 
scientific conferences on folklore and folklore training and which have close collaboration 
with academic folklore schools in the U.S., Canada, UK and other countries that train 
specialists in folklore have been mentioned. 

Keywords: folklore studies, specialist in folklore studies, professional training, higher 
educational establishment, universities of the USA.
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