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THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF SECRET ORGANIZATION OF TEACHERS IN POLAND (1939-1944)

Abstract. Formation and evolution of Secret organization of teachers, its main 
activities during the Nazi occupation of Poland (1939-1944) as the coordinating and 
governing centre of Polish underground education have been considered. The conditions of 
its origin, basic organizational principles, as well as curricula, instructions, appeals for 
establishment of secret education have been analyzed. It has been determined that 
multifarious activity of Secret organization of teachers, which eventually became a 
powerful educational institution, is of great scientific and cognitive interest even nowadays. 
The peculiarities of the establishment and development of Secret teachers’ organization in 
Poland have been outlined. It has been stated that Secret teachers’ organization played a 
leading role in providing underground education in the years of occupation, organized
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secret training at all levels, provided financial assistance to teachers who were deported 
from the territory of Poland, which ceded to the Reich, and carried out educational work 
among the population. The dominant role of the Secret teachers’ organization among other 
teachers’organizations that existed before the war in Poland has been defined. Foundation 
conditions of Interalliance Commission of Agreement of teachers’ organizations and 
societies for the period of occupation have been described. It has been determined that the 
mission of the Commission was to implement education policy, aimed at combating the 
invader, secretly organize education as a primary, vocational training, enabled by German 
colonial authority, and to form secret sets on the basis of secondary and higher education 
for the period of occupation.

Keywords: Nazi occupation, Secret organization of teachers, educational policy, the 
principles of secret educational programs.

Bibliography

1. Dobrynyn M. A. The development of a comprehensive school and thinking of
Poland : dys. ... d-ra ped. nauk 13.00.01 / M. A. Dobrynyn; Brestskyi hosudarstvennyi
unyversytet im. A.S. Pushkyna. – Brest, 2003. – P. 165. 

2. Archives of New Acts. – Sygn. 202/ VII-1. – The records of the Delegation of the 
Country’s Government // Wytyczne polityki pracy oswiatowej. – P. 11–12.

3. Archives of the Board of the Polish Teachers. – Sygn. 24. – teczka 19. – Orders, 
instructions for planning and organizational, financial statements and decrees of TON DoiK 
headquarters and field authorities // Instrukcja TON w sprawie programu nauczania w 
skolach powszecnych. – P. 9–11.

4. AZG ZNP. – Sygn. 24. – teczka 39. – Orders, instructions for planning and 
organizational, financial statements and decrees of TON DoiK headquarters and field 
authorities // Wkazowki w sprawie wychowania. – P. 28.

5. -war and higher education in the resolutions of the 
Teacher’s Secret Organization
wieku. – – – P. 212.

6. ccupied Warsaw / 
A. Ignatowicz. – Warszawa : Fundacja «Warszawa Walczy 1939-1945»: [Bellona], 2009. –
P. 36–37.

7. Krasuski J. Tajne szkolnictwo polskie w okresie okupacji hitlerowskiej 1939-1945 / 
J. Krasuski. – Warszawa : PWN, 1977. – P. 44–102.

8. Walczak M. Akcja gminna / M. Walczak // 100 Years of the PNA. People facts,
actions, events, 1905-2005. – Kielce : Wyd. : Pedagogiczne ZNP : Spólka zo.o., 2005. – P. 33.

9. Walczak M. Teachers under occupation/ M. Walczak // Zw
polskiego: Zarys dziejów 1905-1985. – W –
Zawodowych, 1986. – P. 289.

10. Wycech C. From the history of secret education in the years of occupation / 
C. Wycech. – Warsza – P. 29.

42


