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ORIGIN OF THE TERM «ANDRAGOGY» AS SYMBOL
OF THE NEW BRANCH OF ADULT EDUCATION

Abstract. Origin of the term «andragogy» as symbol of the new branch of adult 
education has been analyzed. It has been found out that the term «andragogik» was first 
used in Germany at the beginning of the 19th century. Later it was used by some scientists
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in other European countries, but it was widely accepted only due to the efforts of the 
American scientist M. Knowles who managed to make it a symbol of uniting the whole 
branch of adult education. It has been determined that special attention should be paid to 
studying peculiarities of andragogic ideas’ formation in Germany in the early 20th century. 
It has been stated that andragogy is the only theory, with the help of which the revival of 
Germany is possible, where after the First World War the spiritual decline and 
demoralization of society, loss of confidence and hope for the future only worsened due to 
incorrect application of teaching methods in the process of adults’ teaching. It has been 
mentioned that a person can get some knowledge not only from teachers but also through 
self-reflection and personal life experiences. It has been determined that andragogical 
concept in Germany laid the foundations of new approach to adults’ education and 
training, which differed from the children teaching approach. The general idea of this 
approach has been determined. The direct influence of European and especially German 
ideas concerning the development of andragogical ideas on the origin and development of 
andragogical concepts in the USA has been traced. 

Keywords: andragogy, M. Knowles, andragogue, labour movement in Germany, 
adult education.
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