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INFORMAL ADULT EDUCATION IN
MODERN EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT

Abstract. Major facts of non-formal adult education at the modern stage of its 
development have been defined. The importance of non-formal education for modern
society has been outlined. Its theoretical principles and preconditions have been formulated 
and substantiated. Providers of non-formal educational service in Ukraine have been 
characterized. State support and civic initiative for this kind of education have been 
defined. Examples of non-formal education and its main characteristics have been 
identified. It has been proved that non-formal adult education can be described as a
pedagogical model of education that provides a great potential for lifelong learning.

Wide spectrum of practical and theoretical problems of adult education has been 
observed. Extension of the role of non-formal adult education in the context of lifelong 
education has been established. Non-formal education as phenomenon of organized, 
structured and goal-directed activities has been analyzed and summoned. Theoretical 
thinking and practical implementation of non-formal education strategy as important 

56



             1/2013 

aspects of the problem have been characterized. Peculiarities of non-formal education 
organization, providers’ activities within non-formal education and the ways of non-formal 
education development in Ukraine have been investigated. Non-formal education as 
important tool of educational system in the whole has been characterized. 

The research conducted in the article provided the basis for the conclusion that 
Ukraine has good preconditions for acknowledgement of non-formal education, but the 
main problem here is not consistent and systemic actions among all the providers of non-
formal education; absence of the unified educational strategy; dependence of reforms on 
position of education elite; traditions of post-soviet education system etc. 

Key words: lifelong learning, adult education, non-formal education, community 
association, providers of educational service.
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