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FOREIGN APPROACHES TO TRANSNATIONAL 
HIGHER EDUCATION MODELING

Abstract. Four models of transnational higher education structuring, developed by 
experts from Australia, USA and Canada, have been analyzed. They are: global 
marketplace model, global commons model, individual and institutional mobility model, 
student and provider dimension model. Individual and institutional mobility model, and 
student and provider dimension model are revealed as a mechanism for sustainable 
development of countries’ socio-cultural capacity. The model of global education market 
stresses the commercial value of the exchange of people and products; it maintains that 
universities compete for the best minds in a world of limited resources. Global commons 
model emphasizes the open exchange of knowledge, goods, and information – of natural 
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and social resources, most useful when shared. It contends that knowledge is a form of 
wealth commonly shared (not competitively traded), and that this wealth is underprovided 
by markets. Analysis of THE multi-component structure shows that it consists of two main 
components, namely: individual international mobility of students and teachers in order to 
receive educational services, and institutional international mobility of programs and 
educational/research institutions to provide educational /research services. In our opinion, 
a careful study of the main structural elements and dimensions of THE functioning will 
encourage scientific substantiation of this phenomenon as a national mechanism for the 
development of socio-economic potential of countries.

Key words: transnational higher education (THE), THE model structure, global 
marketplace model, global commons model, individual and institutional mobility model, 
student and provider dimension model.
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