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PECULIARITIES OF BILINGUAL EDUCATION 
DEVELOPMENT IN CANADA IN THE 19th – EARLY 20th CENTURY

Abstract. The analysis of bilingual education development in Canada has been carried 
out. The period of the research is the 19th – early 20th century. Scientific pedagogical 
literature concerning problems of bilingual education development in English speaking 
countries has been analyzed. Peculiarities of bilingual education development in Canada 
have been examined. Advantages and disadvantages of the bilingual school of that period 
have been characterized. It has been defined that the effectiveness of the bilingual schools 
often suffered from overcrowded classes, underpaid and unqualified teachers and constant 
rate of student absenteeism. The political and religious impact on the development of
bilingual schools in Canada has been determined. In the middle of the 19th century it was 
stated that due to the ineffective bilingual schools ill-educated population was incapable of 
speaking adequate English or French. In order to improve educational effectiveness and 
prevent further struggles between Rome-Catholics and Protestants confessional school were 
replaced by compulsory and secular schools. It has been summarized that bilingual schools in 
Canada have been actively developing in the 19th– early 20th century. This development
resulted from concern about cultural, moral and political behavior, from changing concepts 
of childhood and family and from the general reorganization of society into institutions.

Key words: bilingual education, bilingual study, bilingual school, schooling system, 
francophone, trustee, bilingual teachers, educational policy.
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