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SOCIAL FUNCTION OF PEOPLE’S
UNIVERSITIES WITHIN INFORMAL 

EDUCATION SYSTEM OF GERMANY

Abstract. Social function of national universities in the system of informal adult 
education in Germany has been analyzed. Their specific features as municipal centers for 
lifelong education, which are supported by the state and provide access of various social 
groups to a wide range of educational services throughout the country, have been defined.

It has been found out that people's universities from the beginning of their founding 
encouraged investment into education and promoted social integration. They are ready to 
fulfil different needs: catch-up education, integration of ethnic minorities and migrants, 
teaching people of the third age (seniors) and women studying foreign languages, 
multicultural and intercultural education. National University of Educational proposal is 
focused on the study of participants and provide a wide range of educational services in 
professional, general, political, health, environmental, musical and artistic, civic 
education. The main pedagogical principles of teaching in these universities are focus on 
the participant, contact with life, discursion coexistence, learning as a social process. The 
most common forms of learning in non-traditional universities of Germany today are 
informal and formal. They are closely related to informally acquired competences which 
are observed with wide range of educational offer, diversity of themes and training and 
make it possible to interact with each other. They work closely with other educational and 
cultural institutions for elderly people .

Key words: adult, personality, adult education, non-formal education, national
universities, social and community function of people’s universities.
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